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     A native of the Arctic Circle and 

the Canadian Boreal Forest, the 

white winged scoter and the old 

squaw (ducks), naturally move 

south to the Great Lakes to locate 

open water for feeding on quagga, or   

zebra mussels.  The stark reality for 

diving ducks following their normal 

wintering pattern is that this winter 

would be the second worst recorded 

for the freezing of Lake Michigan,  

covering up 91% by March 4, 2014.  

The diving ducks that were committed to staying here were challenged with 

the desperate problem of finding open water and food to survive.  This    

explains the unusual pattern two weeks before and after March 4th as    

detailed below with the 2014 winter disaster for diving ducks.  

     Reports came into the Ludington Daily News of ducks found on parking 

lots and streets in town.  The ducks were identified as lesser scaup 

(bluebill), common and red breasted merganser, and old squaw.  In       

Pentwater an ice fisherman watched a bluebill 

fall out of the sky and drop into the snow on the 

ice.  It got up and walked to the bubbler at the 

marina docks, and collected itself.  Ducks were 

seen flying up and down the expressway looking 

for open water.  When some were exhausted 

they landed on the expressway, apparently as it 

appeared to be water-like. Unable to push off for 

takeoff, they succumbed to the temperatures 

dropping during that period to -20 F. Ducks 

found between Hart and Bass Lake on roads 

were the red breasted and common mergansers, 

white winged scoter at Long Bridge, and a    
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goldeneye. I found the male goldeneye on the Hart entrance ramp to the expressway. When stopping to 

examine the bird, I found a leg band.  The leg band on the goldeneye had a phone number on it and   

upon calling the National Bird Banding office in Arizona they gave this information on this goldeneye.  

It was banded 6.5 years ago in Rosy, Minnesota at a flowage SW of town.  Banded as an adult it would 

appear the duck was a grandfather of at least 8 years old.  Checking with the DNR, I also found around 

200 red breasted mergansers succumbed to these same conditions at this time at the south end of Lake 

Michigan, thus marking this period as truly an unusually harsh winter for Great Lakes diving ducks.         

Salt Water Visitors….continued from page 1 

Shared Space Studio: 

Shared Space studio is scaling back their class offerings 

for this year and will focus on hosting events and the  

resident artist program. 

 

The main event for this spring is the 3rd Annual Oceana 

County Schools K-12 Student Art Show.  Co-sponsored by 

Oceana Schools and the Pentwater Arts Council,          

the show features student works from Walkerville       

Elementary, Pentwater School, Hart High School, New 

Era Christian School, and Oceana Christian School.  The 

exhibition is open to the public and visitors can nominate 

their favorites for the People's Choice Award on April 24 & 25 from 4-6pm, and April 26 from 4-8pm. 

 The reception with refreshments will take place April 27 from 1-4pm, with the People's Choice Awards 

presentation at 3:30pm. 

 

June 28th from 10am to 3pm we will hold our second ART, GOODS, & GOODIES event.  The one-day 

event is a fundraiser for our resident artist program, and a chance for local artists to sell their creative 

products as well as their excess art supplies.  We will be accepting vendor registration through June 15, 

contact us for details. 

 

July 19th we host our 3rd annual reception for the volunteers of Pentwater's Blooming Arts garden 

tour.  Volunteers from the Garden Club and Pentwater Arts Council will enjoy live music and             

refreshments, and have a chance to meet our first round of 2014 Resident Artists. 

 

July 20th will be our first Artist Slide Talk of the summer season.  Our residency season this year runs 

July 18th to August 17th, and we have talented folks joining us from near and far.  Be sure to join us 

every Sunday evening at 6pm for a casual slide presentation by two of our artists, with a Q&A session 

and reception.  Free and open to all ages.  (July 20, 27th, Aug 3, 10,17) 

 

Shared Space Studio is offering event rentals for parties, conferences, workshops, and retreats.  To book 

a rental or for more information call Diana at 281-750-2049 or visit www.sharedspacestudio.com 
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 The President’s Message  

Signs of a Good Old Winter 
 

     My following observations this winter led me to think of 

the harsh winters of the past.  These things were observed in 

and around Pentwater Lake.  The snow banks became too 

high to see around them or down the road.  With 25 to 30 

inches of ice on Pentwater Lake, fishermen developed ice 

roads to travel onto the lake with their trucks.  People 

walked across the frozen channel from North to South and 

back.  Road intersections in town became shiny like ice 

rinks.  The irony of that was that the beach side town of 

Pentwater had to truck sand in to cover their icy roads.  On 

March 16th, one of three fishermen put his skates on and  

skated across the lake and back.   The animals were affected by the coldest and snowiest winter since 

1978.  Deer began looking into windows wondering when people were going to fill their bird feeders 

again.  Deer willingly trimmed the cedar trees up 6 feet high by standing on the packed snow.  Also,   

confused diving ducks were found landing on road ways due to the lack of open water.   

     This all came about as the temperatures dropped and the icing over of Pentwater Lake and Lake 

Michigan began.  Ice up began the first week of December and concluded freezing over completely from 

the town marina to the Boathouse Bar and Grill on December 13th.  The snow machine, open water of 

Lake Michigan, was in place for two months.  It took until February 4th for Lake Michigan to  become 

half frozen. On January 29th, two coast guard ice breakers came down to Ludington to get two boats 

stuck three miles out of harbor in pack ice.  The ice breakers would cease their activities by February 

12th when the lake became 80% frozen and then reached 91% by March 4th.  This will stand as the    

second most ice coverage of Lake Michigan on record behind the 95% coverage of 1979.  As we              

approached the onset of spring, the ice pattern reversed itself and on March 17th the big lake was down 

to 50% ice covered.      Pentwater Lake had 24 inches of ice in the center of the lake.  As I am submitting 

this article on April 1st,  if ice out comes at the end of April, this will mean we have had 5 months of 

Pentwater Lake ice conditions.  If you count the months, you will see this is no April Fool’s Joke.     

Mother Nature delivered us a long and harsh winter.  

Is that a truck on the lake? 

Frozen Channel 
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WELCOME TO PENTWATER FAIR TRADE COMPANY 

    Downtown Pentwater will have a new and unique business 

this year, the Pentwater Fair Trade Company. Owners Richard 

and Karen St.Denis recently purchased the former Durand 

Wine Co. building located at 161 S. Hancock St and are busy 

renovating the interior of the building for an opening sometime 

in mid to late May. For anyone unfamiliar with the concept of a 

"fair trade" store, it is best described as a retail location that 

sells items produced using the global principals of the World 

Fair Trade Organization, which are: Create Opportunities for 

Economically and Marginalized Producers, Develop Transparent and Accountable Relationships, Build    

Capacity, Promote Fair Trade, Pay Promptly and Fairly, Support Safe and Empowering Working            

Conditions, Ensure the Rights of Children, Cultivate Environmental Stewardship and last, but not least, 

Respect Cultural Identity. Many wholesalers are 501(c)3 non-profit agencies that work towards improving 

all aspects of the lives of the indigenous people they represent, not the least of which is assuring them fair 

living wages for their work. Inside the Pentwater Fair Trade Company you'll find many examples of the fine 

work of artisans and craftsmen from around the world including the USA. Fair Trade items are amazingly 

diverse and beautiful, and the dollars spent supporting them goes towards ensuring that their makers are 

afforded a fair and sustainable life. Hand made alpaca items from Bolivia, hand woven baskets from Africa 

and coffees, teas and chocolates from around the world are just a few of the fairly traded items you'll find 

available beginning this May at 161. S. Hancock St. at the PFT Co. 

 

19th PLA Annual Dinner and Meeting 
 Friday, June 20, 2014 

 

The PLA Annual Dinner and Meeting will be held on Friday, June 20, 

2014. The BYOB social hour will begin at 6:00 PM followed by dinner at 

6:30 PM. The cost for the meal is $20.00 per person.  

 

You will receive an order form for tickets to the PLA Annual Dinner and Meeting in the mail along 

with a membership application for 2014/2015. We will send out this information the end of April. 

 

St. Vincent’s Church Hall on 6th Street will again be the location for the dinner and meeting. There 

will be a short business meeting including election of directors, followed by a program presented by 

the Director of the Michigan Department of Nature Resources, Keith Creagh and an Introduction by 

Representative Jon Bumstead from West Michigan. 

 

We hope to see you at the Annual Dinner and Meeting. 

Lynne Cavazos 
Social Committee Chair 
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Pentwater Angler Fish Report 

                                                                      By Brian Ceane 

Brian Ceane from the Pentwater Angler reported these notable catches 

from Pentwater Lake this winter: 

 32 inch Northern Pike 

 15 inch Perch  

 11 inch Rock Bass 

 14 inch Crappie 

 10.5# Steelhead 

 4# Brown  

  and …….a surprise in the lake with a 3# Coho Salmon.        

Pentwater’s Shanty Town 

                                               By Joe Primozich 
 
     Make a fishing tournament and shanty 
towns emerge and become a destination for 
ice fisherman.  With the low temperatures and 
up to 30 inches of lake ice, ice fisherman came 
to Pentwater in different ways to take part.  
They hauled their gear out by sled, by      
snowmobile, four wheeler, and trucks.  Two ice 
roads were used off the south ramp to get to 
fishing areas in the middle of the lake.       
Registrations showed folks from out of the 
state, Indiana and Illinois, and from out of the   
county, Fremont, Grand Rapids, Muskegon, 
Ludington and Manistee. 
     Perch fishing was at its best after first ice in 
December and on into January. Lake Michigan 
Perch were running larger than last year and in 
the 9 to 12 inch range.  So with Winterfest the 
second week of February, the two fishing tournaments were set both at the beginning and the end of the 
week’s activities.  The first tournament was supported by the Pentwater Angler, Cenzo’s, and Direct          
Advertising.  The kids division had 17 entrees and 3 finished in the top 6 in the prizes, as well as winning   
trophies at the awards ceremony at Cenzo’s.  Sixty people entered with the top perch at 12.25 inches.  The 
second tournament was the Third Annual Ryan Williams Perch Derby.  Registration was at the Pentwater 
Angler and the awards ceremony was at the Boathouse Bar and Grill.  Local businesses and even some 
from Hart and Mears, totaling 17 provided gift certificates.  With 80 entrees the winning perch came in at 
12.75 inches.  Thanks again to the businesses and people that supported Winterfest and the fishing        
tournaments in Pentwater, as they were a great success.  
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Pentwater's Artist Palette 
    …...Our Continuing Series on Pentwater Artists by Norma Oly 

Cheri Petri  is probably one of the most prominent artists in Pentwater having 

owned the former “Our Gallery” on Hancock Street with her late husband Bert    

during many of the thirty years in which they were married.  Her beautiful pastels 

and prints of children playing in the sand at the beach grace many homes along the 

shores of Pentwater Lake.   Since Bert’s death five years ago, “I’ve taken some time off,” she states, “but 

I’m back in the groove again!”  Cheri’s real groove has been her love for teaching which began when she 

was about twelve years old. 

 

“When I look back on my life, I can see the direction in which I was meant to be heading,” she says with 

her cheerful grin.  “I was twelve when  I taught my ‘first class’ of neighborhood friends how to draw a 

horse and I charged them 25 cents each to take the class,” she laughs.  Cheri went on to graduate from 

Michigan State with honors and her teaching certificate, and the painting major has been at it ever 

since!  She is also the mother of one son, one daughter, and one step-daughter, as well as the            

grandmother of eleven grandchildren.  “They range in age from four months to the late twenties,” Cheri  

grins. 

A professional artist, Cheri enjoys “sharing her love of painting with 

her students.”  She has been an Adjunct Professor of Art at West 

Shore Community College for the past fourteen years, and has given 

private and group lessons at various places including Marilyn’s Style, 

Shared-Space Studio, the Council of Aging in Hart to name but             

a few.  Two years ago, she was accepted by Artprize in Grand Rapids         

with her mixed media entry entitled, “Diaphanous.”  (See also 

www.artprize.org/cheri-petri/2012/diaphanous)  “That was a huge    

undertaking” she states, “because the circular plexiglass piece is 7 feet 

high and 6 feet wide and a bit difficult to carry around!”  She used air 

brush paint, pastels and gold leaf with each overlapping layer to create 

a luminous effect which illustrates the flowing nature of water.  It is  currently on display at the Artist’s 

Market Gallery in Ludington. 

 

But Cheri’s newest adventure is the “Petri Gallery” on 2nd Street 

(formerly the Northern Lights Gallery).  “I’m so excited about opening 

the gallery in May,” Cheri says, “because it provides a wonderful place 

for teaching  art classes, as well as for exhibiting and selling both Bert’s 

and my works.”  She currently holds painting classes there every    

Tuesday afternoon, and plans to feature her students’ art at the Gallery 

on April 25 and 26 during Pentwater’s first End-of-the-Month Gallery 

Stroll .   

 

Cheri’s good friend, Hugh Larsen, “has been instrumental in helping me open the new gallery,” she says, 

which faces the north side of the Village Green.  “As a pilot, Hugh has also been instrumental in making 

other positive changes in my life, including fostering a new love for traveling.”  In the past few years, 

Cheri has been to Germany and Italy, and has flown with Hugh to Nashville, Wyoming, Montana,     

Canada, Florida, Charleston, Minneapolis and she will soon spend her ‘spring break’ in Texas.  Along 

with these changes, Cheri has a new home at Madison Ridge which includes a large art studio “where I 

can really feel at home.  Pentwater will always be home to me!” she exclaimed.  Welcome home, Cheri!  

 

 

Hank Oly and granddaughters visit Cheri  
and “Diaphanous” at Artprize in 2012. 

Sue Fredricks, left, talks to Cheri about her 

pastel drawing, while Bruce Bates, right, 

works on finishing his canvas.   
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A New Location for Petri Gallery  

Local artist, Cheri Petri, is opening a new art gallery and teaching studio at 42 E.     

Second Street (next to Pentwater River Outfitters).  Cheri had been teaching classes 

at Shared Space Studio but it was not available in the winter months.  She made the 

decision to open a new studio/gallery in a convenient location that could be open 

year round.  The gallery will have movable walls so the space can also be effectively 

used as a teaching studio.   

Petri Gallery will feature Cheri’s work, the work of her late husband, Bert Petri, and 

several other artists who specialize in pottery and glass.  The gallery will be open 

Monday through Saturday from 11:00 am – 4:00 pm (closed on Sunday).  Cheri’s art 

students’ work will be exhibited during the April 25th- 26th Gallery Stroll. 

Art Classes scheduled for the spring and summer include: 

Painting Classes:  Tuesday 9:30 am – 12:00 pm and 1:00 pm– 3:30 pm    

(class participants will be working on their own art projects) 

I Can’t Draw Class:  Day and Time to be determined 

Plein Aire (painting on location):  Day and time to be determined    

The cost for art classes will be $180 for 8 classes to be used at anytime.  Cheri can be contacted for more information 

by cell phone:  (231) 907-1680 or by email: cheripetri@yahoo.com 

 

 

1ST ANNUAL 2014 MICHIGAN INLAND LAKES CONVENTION 

May 1-3, Boyne Mt. Resort, Boyne Falls, MI 

 
For fifty-two years, the Michigan Lakes and Stream Association has conducted an annual conference at 

a Northern Michigan venue.  This year, the first-ever “inland Lakes Convention” will be held instead on 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday, May 1-3, 2014 at Boyne Mt. Resort. 

 

The Michigan Inland Lakes Partnership was created in 2008 to promote collaboration and stewardship 

of Michigan’s inland lakes.  The partnership includes the MDEQ, DNR, MSU Extension, Michigan 

Lakes and Stream Associations, North American Lake Management Society, the National Shoreline 

Partnership and MSU Institute of Water Research. These partners will host the 1st Annual Convention 

which will include: 

Inland lakes focused sessions 

Riparian rights and water law forums 

Michigan Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Programs and trainings 

Aquatic invasive species management presentations 

Preserving natural shorelines discussions 

Guided Tours of the Oden Fish Hatchery, etc. 

 
For additional information about registration, fees and other workshops, please visit the Michigan Inland Lakes       

Partnership website at http://michiganlakes.msue.msu.edu. 
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Pentwater Artisan Learning Center  

“A place to be creative, to develop the creative, and to be with the creative”  

The Artisan Center is a facility that has approximately 11,000 square feet with shops for wood and 

metalworking and classrooms for painting, pottery, glass crafts, weaving, and other arts and crafts.  

To enjoy all that the Artisan Learning Center has to offer, you need to become a member. The   

membership levels are:  

Junior (13 – 18 years old) $25 per year  

Adult (over 18 years old) $120 per year  

Note: Membership runs from July 1st – June 30th. Memberships can be pro-rated if you come in 

midyear.  

Stop by the Pentwater Artisan Learning Center to take a tour and pick up a membership              

application. The center is located at 780 East Park Street.  

 

 

Lakeside Rehab Family Fitness and Wellness Center 

If you are looking for a family friendly fitness and wellness center, be sure and visit the 

new Lakeside Fitness and Wellness Center in downtown Hart.  The new facility was completely renovated 

over the summer and is located at 39 State Street.    

A variety of classes are offered including: Step & Scult, Fundamental Fitness, Zumba (intro, 

gold, advanced) Tai-Chi, Spinning, Family Self Defense, Circuit City, Adult Hip Hop, Boot 

Camp, Yoga (level 1 and 2).   

Hours of Operation:    

Monday through Thursday -  6 am - 8 pm 

Friday – 6 am - 6 pm  

Saturday – 6 am - 2 pm 

Aquatic Fitness classes, swim lessons, and open swim hours are available at Lakeside      

Rehabilitation Center on 601 East Main Street in Hart.  Private lessons are also 

available.   

Visit their website for more information and explanation of programs and costs: 

www.lakesiderehab.com 

 

Local Support Groups 

Cancer – Lakeshore Community Hospital -2nd Tuesday, 7 pm 

Stroke Survivors – Scottville Senior Center -3rd Thursday, 2:30 pm 

Low Vision – Ludington Senior Center -3rd Monday, 1:30 pm 

Caregivers – (Baby Boomers and Beyond) – Oceana County Council on Aging (OCCOA) in 

  Hart -2nd Wednesday, 2 pm 

Dementia Support Group – Oceana County Medical Care Facility (OCMCF) in Hart -3rd 

Thursday, 4 pm 

 

Local Classes and Programs…BY LYNNE CAVAZOS 

                         continued 
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 NEWS AROUND TOWN  …BY LYNNE CAVAZOS 

New Village Council Member 
PLA member Bill Maxwell was appointed as the new   

village councilor at the Council’s March meeting to fulfill 

the remainder of Marilyn Sullivan’s term.  Marilyn had 

moved back to their home in Ada, MI and has been       

serving as chair of the Personnel Committee.   

Bill, a Chicago native, first came to Pentwater with his 

wife Karen on their honeymoon in 1960 to visit Karen’s 

grandparents who had first came here in 1870.  He loved 

the quiet and peacefulness of the village and after serving 

in the US Navy, Bill and Karen and their three daughters 

would come here for vacations. As the family grew, they 

purchased their own home on Fifth Street and Bill and 

Karen retired here in 2003.   

One of his first loves is woodworking at the Artisan’s  

Center and Bill is well known for creating beautiful   

wood-grained bowls, many of which he donates to local 

charities.  He also mentors others at the Artisan Center 

and enjoys “giving back” by teaching members how to 

fashion large pieces of wood into bowls with the lathe.   

Bill has served as president of the Service Club, as a 

member of the Pentwater Planning Commission and looks 

forward to serving the Village as councilor this year.   He 

thoroughly enjoys working with others and takes pride in 

being supportive. The Village council meets on the second 

Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Community 

Hall.  Congratulations, Bill! 

Lakeshore Salon –  

Spring Make-up Class 
Reserve your spot for the Spring Make-up Class with 

Mary Schumaker at Lakeshore Salon in Pentwater.  

Space is limited so make your reservation soon. 

The class will be held on Tuesday, April 15, 2014 from 

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm at Lakeshore Salon.  Wine and     

appetizers will be served.  This class 

is casual, fun, and very  educational 

so bring a friend and enjoy the  

evening. A 20% discount will be  

offered on the Spring 2014 Make-up     

Collection from jane iredale.   

For more information or questions 

contact Mary at (231) 869-4602 or 

email:  refresh@lakeshoresalon.com 

 

 

Pentwater Community 

Garage Sale 
 

Date:  June 14, 2014    

Time:  8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

 

Garage Sales throughout Pentwater 

area!  This annual event creates summer deals and fun 

for all!  The maps to the garage sales will be available 

at the Pentwater Chamber on June 12th. Stop by and 

pick up your treasure map. 

 

Register your garage sale at Pentwater Chamber of 

Commerce by June 1st. The cost is $10 to be on the 

map. 

 

Free Fishing Weekend – June 7 & 8 
 

Come enjoy one of Michigan’s premiere outdoor          

activities, Michigan Fishing, for free.  All fishing license 

fees will be waived for two days!  Residents and out-of-

state visitors may enjoy fishing on both inland and 

Great Lakes’ waters for all species of fish.  All fishing 

regulations will still apply.  For details, contact       

Michigan DNR.  So grab a pole, start a family tradition 

and fish in Pentwater Area Rivers, Pentwater Lake, 

and Lake Michigan. 
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Garden Club of Pentwater Annual Plant Sale 
 

The Annual Garden Club plant sale will 

be held on Saturday, May 24th from 9 am 

to noon.  Stop by Bell Park to select your 

favorites plants: flowers, perennials, and 

ground covers.   Bell Park is located  

next to the Pentwater Village office.          

Contact Carol Hooper at (231)869-6032 

for more information. 
 

Easter on the Green – Pentwater: 
 

Bring your children and family to meet 

the Easter Bunny.  There will be an 

Easter Egg Hunt, Easter Bonnet parade 

and contest, Easter Bonnet musical 

chairs, face painting, games, and crafts.  

Easter on the Green is sponsored by The 

Antler Bar.   

 Date:  Saturday, April 19, 2014 

 Time:  12:00 pm (noon) 

 Location: Village Green, 321 S. Hancock  St. 
 

Recycle Your Old Batteries: 

You now have two options for      

recycling old batteries from your 

electronic devices. Both the       

Centenary United Methodist 

Church on Hancock Street and the 

Pentwater Public Library on East 

Park Street have receptacles in 

their entrances for you to deposit those old household 

batteries.  David and Kath Spitler are providing the 

service at the Pentwater Library to keep batteries 

out of the landfills.  A special thank you to David and 

Kath and the Centenary United Methodist Church.   
 

Spring Festival Arts & Crafts Fair: 
 

Date:  June 21 & 22, 2014 

Time: Saturday 10 am-5 pm, Sunday 

10 am-3 pm 

Location: Village Green, Pentwater,  

 

Experience the beauty of Spring and 

Summer at our annual Arts and 

Craft Festival. Over 100 vendors 

provide hand-made crafts, a special skill or art, a skilled 

trade or antiques on the Village Green. There will be 

live music from the band “Awesome Distraction” and a 

food booth sponsored by the Pentwater Service 

Club.   This is a weekend not to miss.  

To register as a vendor for the Arts & Craft Festival, 

contact Pentwater Chamber of Commerce at 231-869-

4150.  

Businesses No Longer Open: 

The following businesses have closed 

and will no longer be open for business:  

Glenwood Market, Northern Lights and 

the Sandpiper.  We thank these business owners for 

their service to the Pentwater Community.  

 

Pentwater River Outfitters: 

The Pentwater River Outfitters will be 

open for the season to provide residents 

and vacation guest with kayaks and 

paddleboards for rent.  The notice in the 

January PLA Newsletter which stated 

that Pentwater River Outfitters would 

be closed was in error. 

Calendar of Events: 

For upcoming events see the enclosed 

Calendar of Events for 2014.  Be sure to 

pick up a Visitors Guide for 2014 from 

the Pentwater Chamber Office, which 

provides more details about events,    

accommodations, retail and shopping, 

dining, things to do, services, and a local 

map.   

 

Summer Weekly Repeats: 
  

Last-Friday-of-the-Month  

Gallery Stroll 

May - October from 5 pm – 8 pm 

  

Pickin’ in Pentwater - Tuesdays 

June – August at 7 pm  

The Village Green 

  

Pentwater Farmer’s Market 

June 2nd – September 1st 

Mondays and Thursday from 10 am – 1 pm 

The Village Green 

  

Civic Band Concerts – 66 Year Tradition 

June 26 – August 28   

Thursdays at 8 pm  

The Village Green 

 NEWS AROUND TOWN  …BY LYNNE CAVAZOS 



11 

April 2014  Pentwater Lake Association 

 NEWS AROUND TOWN   …BY LYNNE CAVAZOS 

                   continued 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 

May 18, 2014 2-5 p.m. at P.Y.C. 

8th ANNUAL PENTWATER WOMEN’S CLUB WINE & ART SCHOLARSHIP BENEFIT 

Sunday, May 18th  from 2-5 p.m., the Pentwater Women’s Club will host its “Wine and Art by the Water” scholarship 

benefit to raise funds for local seniors planning to attend college in the fall.  The group will again have a silent      

auction, delectable hors d’oeuvres, and tasting of over thirty wines at the Pentwater Yacht Club on Dover Street 

overlooking beautiful Pentwater Lake. 

Women’s Club President and PLA member, Beverly Kelly, noted that this year’s event is being sponsored by Shelby 

State Bank of Pentwater, and Fifth Third Bank of Hart.  Works from area artists, gift certificates, special dinners, 

themed baskets and hundreds of other items will again be auctioned off at the event. 

Advanced ticket donations are still only $20 each and may be purchased at Hansen’s Market in Hart, and at       

Michigan West Shore Realty and Marilyn’s Style both on Hancock Street in Pentwater.  They are also available from 

Juanita at (231) 869-4338 or Donna at (231) 869-5706.  Tickets will be $25 at the door. 

Feel free to bring guests and enjoy a fun-filled afternoon of sipping, eating and bidding to raise scholarships for the 

youth of tomorrow.  For additional information, please call either Juanita or Donna at the numbers listed above. 

 

 

 
 

All Michigan, All the Time 

A new store will be opening at 560 S. Hancock Street in Pentwater.  The 

store, called “The Glove” will celebrate the great state of Michigan that fits 

you like a glove, from the sand covered shoreline to the tops of the trees 

and hilltops.  “The Glove” will feature music, art, and apparel produced in 

Michigan as well as other products made in the USA.    A grand opening is 

planned for May 17, 2014.   “The Glove” will be featured in the July 2014 

PLA Newsletter.   
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Update on the Longbridge Fishing Platform  

The Longbridge Fishing Platform in Pentwater Township is well on its way to completion.   Even 

with the all the snow and low temperatures, the work continued and the vertical support beams  

were put into place in February.  The concrete footings and the support structure for the deck were 

in place in late March.  The approximately $405,000 project was awarded to contractor BCI of Grand 

Rapids and Coopersville.  Look for the Platform to be in place prior to Memorial Weekend.  A Ribbon 

Cutting Dedication will occur later this spring.   

The new Fishing Platform will provide a safe and accessible way 

for everyone to fish off the Longbridge.  The platform meets all of 

the requirements for handicap accessibility and will feature a  

wheelchair ramp.  The platform measures thirty feet in length and 

nineteen feet in width.   In addition, the project includes replacing 

the boardwalks, and improving the parking lots to provide barrier-

free parking.  This project was made possible by a grant from the 

Michigan Department of Conservation Recreation Trust Fund.       

 

 

30th Annual Memorial Weekend Amateur Salmon & Trout Fishing Derby 
 

Calling everyone who loves to fish young and old:  women, men, and children.  
 

Come take part in the Pentwater Sportfishing Association 30th Annual Memorial Weekend Amateur Salmon & Trout 

Fishing Derby which features over $3,500.00 in prizes.  The categories include: Salmon ~ Lake Trout ~ Brown Trout ~ 

Steelhead.  The Fishing Derby is sponsored by the Penwater Sportfishing Association. 

 

Dates:  Saturday, May 24th through Monday, May 26th     

Award Ceremony:  Monday, May 26th at 2:00 pm 

 

 Registration: Friday, May 23rd at 4:00 pm till 8:00 pm at Pentwater Municipal Marina (Early registration at Charlie’s 

Marina). Cost: $40. Join Pentwater Sportfishing Association for another $10 per individual or $15 for family. 

 

Contact Capt. Dave German at 616-889-4300 for more information.    
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FISHING! 

FISHING LICENSES FEES RESTRUCTURED ON APRIL 1ST 

2013 fishing licenses expired on March 31st this year and April 1, 2014 will begin the new DNR Fisheries Division 

restructured fishing license fees.  There are five options from which to choose when purchasing your license this 

year: 

 Resident Annual = $26; good for all species 

 Non-Resident Annual = $76; good for all species 

 Senior Annual (Residents 65 or over)= $11; good for all species 

 24 Hour (Resident or Non-Resident) = $10; good for all species 

 72 Hour (Resident or Non-Resident) = $30; good for all species. 

 

In addition to these changes, residents and non-residents can purchase the Hunt/Fish Combination License:    

 1.   Residents  = $76 

             2.  Non-Residents = $266 

The Hunt/Fish combo consists of a base license, annual fishing license and two deer tags. 

 

Because state general funds are not received by the Fisheries Division, these new fees will be used to manage and 

invest in the states’ fisheries.  See http://michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570 for additional information.  

 

WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS AVAILABLE 

Did you know that you can access the Department of Natural Resources’ Weekly Fishing Report (Pentwater is 

part of the Northwest Lower Peninsula section) in one of three formats? 

1.  Online at www.michigan.gov/fishing report, 

2.  Via email, or 

3.  By calling toll free at 1-855-777-0908. 

Anglers will get the latest news and information about current fishing conditions and will be prompted to 

select their section of the state for a more detailed report. 

 

 

                         WINTER ICE FISHING-WHAT A SEASON! 
 

The unusually cold winter weather provided unusually thick ice on Pentwater Lake for anglers this year.  

Ice fishing began in mid-December and residents often saw two to three dozen colorful shanties on the Lake.  

During the February 15th Free Fishing weekend, there were over fifty shanties covering the west end of the Lake.  

The DNR Mandatory shanty removal deadline for Oceana County was March 15th, just in time for the “official 

start of spring” on March 20th. (Editor’s note:  It didn’t feel or look much like spring, however!) 

 

BOATING SAFETY COURSES 
 
The Boating Safety courses will be held on June 13th & 14th from 8:00 am to noon. 

All classes will be held at the Pentwater Yacht Club.  To register for the courses or get more information call Don 

VanZile at (231-301-0220 or 231-301-0310) or Deputy Tim Simmon at (231-873-6771 or 231-873-2121). 

http://michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570


14 

April 2014  Pentwater Lake Association 

 

PLA OFFICERS 
 

President, Joe Primozich 

Vice-President, Lynne Cavazos 

Secretary, Valerie Church-McHugh 

Treasurer, George Richey 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Bill Bainton 

Mac McCaleb 

Tony Monton 

Dave Rose 

Rhonda Shotwell 

 

Committees 
 

        Natural Resources               Joe Primozich 

       Water Quality                     Bill Bainton  

       Social                Lynne Cavazos 

       Membership   Norma Oly 

       Publicity                Rhonda Shotwell       

       Newsletter Editor               Karen St.Denis and 
               Lynne Cavazos 
       Website                George Richey  

 

For more information about a committee  

or to get involved  

contact Joe Primozich at 869-8681  or 

 joeprimozich@chartermi.net 

Website:  www.pentwaterlakeassociation.org  

 

 

Pentwater Village Council 

Juanita Pierman, President 

Jared Griffis 

Daniel Hoekstra 

Bill Maxwell 

Don Palmer 

Norm Shotwell 

Tom Sturr 

Bob Allard, Village Manager 

Dick Hutchings, Marina Manager 

 

Pentwater Township Board 

Charles Smith, Township Supervisor 

Dean Holub, Clerk 

Janice Siska, Treasurer 

Mike Flynn 

Pat Ruggles 

 

Oceana County Sheriff’s Department 

Marine Deputy Tim Simon  

Officers and board members for the 2013-2014 year     

  (from left to right)   

Standing:  Malcolm “Mac” McCaleb, Bill Bainton, Joe Primozich,  

Lynne Cavazos, David Rose 

Seated:  George Richey, Tony Monton, Rhonda Shotwell, 

Valerie Church-McHugh 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

      Membership Application          PENTWATER LAKE ASSOCIATION           Membership Application 
                                     “For the love of the Lake” 

                    P.O. Box 825 

                                                                            Pentwater, Michigan     49449 

   Date_________________ 

 

       Applicant Name:________________________________________ Spouse Name:_____________________________ 

 

       Local Address:  Street____________________________________City__________________State_____ Zip_______ 

 

       Mailing Address:  Street__________________________________City__________________State______Zip______ 

 

       Phone(s):  Local__________________________________________Mailing/Home____________________________ 

 

       Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

       Email Newsletter (In Color) ______or   Mail Hard Copy of Newsletter via P.O. (In Black & White) _______   

 

       Dues:  Yearly Family Membership (one vote), from July 1 through June 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     30.00 

             

                      Subscription to Michigan Riparian Magazine, published quarterly (optional) $12.00 . . . . . $    ___.__ 

 

            Total (Make check payable to Pentwater Lake Association, Inc.). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$   ____.__  

2014 -2015 PLA DUES ARE DUE  
"For the love of the Lake"  

 

PLA Annual Membership Dues have increased to $30 per year effective for the 2014/2015 year.   This is the first       

increase since the PLA’s inception almost 20 years ago.  The yearly family membership (one vote) runs from July 1st through 

June 30th. The ending date for membership this year is June 30, 2014.  

 

If you see “14” on your mailing label, it is time to renew your membership. If you would like to receive the quarterly       

Michigan Riparian magazine, you may include its $12 subscription fee in your check by increasing the total amount to $42. 

 

In late April, we will be mailing all members a pre-addressed envelope and reservation form for the Annual Dinner Meeting. 

If you choose, you may wait and send in your membership dues (and optional Riparian magazine subscription) with your  

dinner reservation using that envelope.  

 

If you choose to send in your membership now, please complete the form below.  Checks should be made payable to 

"Pentwater Lake Association, Inc."   Mail your check and completed form to: Pentwater Lake Association, P.O. Box 825, 

Pentwater, MI  49449.   

 

If you would like to be in the Pentwater Lake Association Directory, please be sure your dues are PAID by June 30, 

2014. We will be sending out an addendum to the 2014 Directory in early July.  If your Email address or phone number has 

changed, please contact George Richey with the changes. Email: georg421@charter.net or Phone: (231) 869-2474. 
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Published and distributed by 

Pentwater Lake Association 

P.O. Box 825 

Pentwater, MI   49449 

  

 

 

Marine Corps League Pancake Breakfast 
 

Come to the Pentwater VFW Hall for an “all you can eat breakfast”          

featuring pancakes, sausage, eggs, bacon, fruit, and coffee.  The Pancake 

Breakfast will be held on Sunday, May 25th from 8:00 am– noon.  Proceeds 

will go to “Marines helping Marines.”  

 

Cost: Adults- $7, Children (5-12)- $3, Children under 5yrs eat for FREE. 


