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On behalf of the Pentwater Lake Board, I would like to wish our readers the best 

in the New Year.  With the new year, many Pentwater Lake changes are taking 

place.  On the first day of 2013 the temperature was hovering at 22 degrees at 

dawn.  That made me check the lake for new ice.  The night time winds delayed 

freezing except for the bays and the shallow areas.  Ice fishermen are just      

waiting for the lake to ice over, positioning their ice shanties on shore and      

getting ice fishing gear ready.  The Pentwater Angler has reported good catches 

of Lake Michigan white belly perch up to 11 inches this past month by boat  

fishermen, which is an improvement over last year.  This means the  predators 

will begin moving into Pentwater Lake to feed on perch and lake shiners.  These 

include pike, musky and walleye, which will be coming in to feed off the     

abundant schools of bait.  Also, the steelhead have been showing up since      

November when the water warmed up.   So, as fish are moving in on homing  

patterns in Pentwater Lake, more than half of the lake shore residents have left 

lake side homes for warmer climates.  These are the seasonal changes we are 

accustomed to. 

The most striking change as we start this year is realizing that Pentwater Lake 

and Lake Michigan lost 

about 26 inches in the water 

level over the past year.  

The picture to the left 

shows a measurement being 

taken at the village public 

launch indicating the low 

water level on New Year’s 

Day.  With this water loss        

revealing more lake bottom, 

we can see how in the past 

our lake’s resource has 

been misused and altered.  

The following pictures 

show three ways that this 

has happened.   
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 The first one is evident on the north shoreline by the old brick factory.  

This business, which provided a yellowish brick for structural buildings, 

developed the practice of dumping broken or discarded yellow brick on 

the north shore of the lake.  Today this area is called the brickyard.  It is 

littered with remnants of a past booming Pentwater industry.  These       

bricks were made of clay taken from exposed bluff areas where the      

yellow clay was easily accessed, like behind the BoatHouse Bar and 

Grille.  Homes formed of Pentwater (yellow) brick still stand in area 

towns, including Pentwater, such as at the north end of Hancock Street. 

The second disregard for our lake resource was from the lumber industry.  

             At the turn of the 20th century, trees were transported, or floated down 

river to Pentwater, were they were milled for shipment mainly to Chicago 

for the rebuilding of the city after the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.  Big 

Sandy Bend on the South Branch was owned by Lumber Baron Charles 

Mears.  It became the roll away spot for logs to be dumped into the river 

during the spring floods and then moved to the mill in town.  As logs 

were milled into    lumber, the outer cuts which were called slabs had no 

use.  These were then dumped into the lake east of the marina, in the 

marsh east of the Long Bridge and at several spots along the north shore.  

This picture shows the low water levels revealing slab wood sticking   

upward along shore.  This seems to be a source of future concern as wave 

              action can work these slabs up to be moved about the lake. 

 The last man-made disruption in the lake, which seems to be the most  

obvious, is the large sand deposits that are evident as two islands in front 

of the river entrance by Long Bridge.  This is a result of the breeching of 

the Hart Dam in 1986, which emptied Hart Lake and brought with it tons 

of silt and sand to their resting spot as you see it today. The picture shows 

two islands on either side of the river entrance to the lake.  The one on the 

south side is noted by a pile of rocks.  The other is all sand and is a        

favorite for shore birds and waterfowl of all types. Today as we drove over 

the bridge we saw the pair of eagles feasting on a duck they caught  after 

successfully diving on the abundant bird life on the water’s edge. So the 

changes will happen and we have to be flexible to live with them.  I hope 

that the next time we report to you on water levels we can tell you they are bouncing back from their all time 

low of 2012. 

....continued from page 1 

           Recognition for Storybook Village 

Pentwater’s Storybook Village, owned by Barbara and Tom Sims, was    

recently recognized as the top seller of Barefoot Books in the world. In   

honor of this feat, the store was awarded a Christmas tree valued at 

$3,000. The tree features handmade paper ornaments made by Miss 

Clara of Provence, France, illustrator for two  Barefoot books – “The 

Snow Queen”  and “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” 
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            October Algae  

       Bloom 
With record warm temperatures this summer, algae 

blooms were topics of conversation on lakes throughout 

Michigan. The blue green algae bloom is one that carries 

a health risk because it can be toxic when swallowed. The 

northeast end of Hamlin Lake had a swimming warning 

out in the last week of August due to the accumulations of 

blue green algae at that time. It is believed to be       

transported by waterfowl and therefore Silver Lake as 

well as Pere Marquette Lake recorded similar blooms. 

Pentwater Lake had an algae bloom that included blue green algae in large quantities during 

the week of October 14 through October 21. Lake residents reported an accumulation of algae 

growth with the appearance of blue green paint-like consistency as it built up on shore. It       

appeared the bloom initially was evident at the east end of the lake and then showed up in the 

bayous. By the week’s end it was at the marinas and out in front of the yacht club moving into 

the channel. Bill Bainton took samples to the A.P. Biology class in Ludington where they        

determined that it was a multiple algae bloom with high numbers of blue green algae. To      

confirm the findings Bill took it to the Grand Valley State University Lab in Muskegon and    

received confirmation.   After the findings were received, an overnight rain flushed the algae out 

the channel and from the lake. No warning was issued publicly as the algae did not rebuild    

itself. This was the first blue green algae bloom we have seen on Pentwater Lake. 

Water Hazards  

Removed 
With the lake water levels dropping, the bottom of 

the lake may reveal obstacles to boat navigation. 

This was the case with the village public launch 

when the  removal of the east buoy left the point 

off the Junior Sailing Program landing especially 

low. When boats were coming in to dock this fall 

they were hitting their propellers and bottoms on 

solid objects. Charles and Kathy Timmer brought 

this problem to our attention, so three of the       

association board members went down to find out what it was. After looking at several old dock 

footings, Bill Bainton, George Richey, and Joe Primozich worked with Charles to move them out 

of the water and off the point. The village was contacted and they were able to remove them 

from the shoreline. As wave and ice action continues to work the shoreline this winter, keep an 

eye on your water frontage for changes that may reveal a new water hazard. 
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        Pentwater Chamber hires a New Director 

Eva Gregwer has been hired as the new director for the Pentwater 

Chamber of Commerce. She began her new position the end of       

October and has been busy getting ready for the holidays and the new 

year. 

Eva is very familiar with the Pentwater Community. She was born 

and raised in Pentwater, attended Pentwater Schools, and represents 

the fourth generation of her family to live in Pentwater. 

Eva graduated from Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo with 

a major in Biomedical Sciences. After graduating from WMU, she 

worked as a chemist in the pharmaceutical department of the Covance Company in Madison, Wisconsin. Eva then 

moved to Traverse City, Michigan and served as the manager of Home Instead Senior Care. While in Traverse City 

she became involved in Chamber activities there. 

When the Director of the Pentwater Chamber position became open, Eva said she applied because she was          

interested in working in a Chamber of Commerce type of job and also coming back to her home town, which she 

loves. 

What Eva enjoys most about her new position is the interaction with businesses, organizations, and working with 

both new and familiar members of the community of Pentwater. “It is challenging to step into a new organization,” 

said Eva, “but everyone has been very welcoming and supportive.” Her goal for the Chamber is to promote local 

businesses and get them involved in the many events happening in Pentwater throughout the year. 

You can contact Eva by phone at the Chamber Office (231) 869-4150 or by Email: travelinfo@pentwater.org. You 

can also stop by and see her at the Chamber Office when the flag is out. 

A New Superintendent for Pentwater Schools 

The Pentwater Board of Education has hired Mary Marshall to be the new superintendent for Pentwater Schools 

beginning January 1, 2013. Prior to making this move to Pentwater, Mary was the superintendent of Dexter     

Community Schools - a district with a student population of 3,588 according to the Center for Educational         

Performance and Information. In comparison, Pentwater had 283 students enrolled in 2011-12. 

Marshall has worked in Dexter Community Schools for 20 years. She said the idea of doing something totally new 

and different is appealing to her at this stage in her career. “I loved being a building principal,” said Marshall, who 

was principal at Dexter’s Creekside Intermediate School for nine years prior to becoming the assistant                

superintendent for three years and superintendent for three. “I’ve missed being with the kids every day. I’ve really 

missed that component.” 

Mary called the dynamic of the community an “interesting professional challenge,” as well. Marshall said the idea 

that the community changes throughout the year and the challenge of learning to understand and figure out          

students’ needs all year is intriguing to her. 

“My husband and I have been talking about wanting to move to the west side of the state for a little while now. 

We’ve always been drawn to Lake Michigan and the towns along the lakeshore. … This fits in with our longer 

range life plan for our family,” said Marshall, whose adult children are now in their 30s. 
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 Pentwater's Artist Palette 
    …...Our Continuing Series on Pentwater Artists by Norma Oly 

 

Pentwater Arts Council 
 

 

 “Sharing with the Lake Michigan community of Pentwater…our art, that is created from our mind, 

heart and hands” is the mission of the Pentwater Arts Council (P.A.C.). Established in September of 2009, the 

group is fast becoming one of the cultural leaders in the community. This past year, former president and 

founder, Patric Sullivan, handed the “reins” over to Roxanne Wypych and an all-volunteer board of directors 

which meets once a month at the Village Hall in downtown Pentwater. The current board also includes        

vice-president Judy Pozol, secretary Frank Gallante, treasurer Mary Stiphany, directors Diana Hooyman and 

Pat Sullivan.  

To the council, sharing with the community doesn’t just mean promoting 

“art-on-the-wall.” The group provides an organized framework for the 

presentation of the last Friday of the month Gallery Strolls, which it           

co-hosts with merchants and members from June through October. The 

Gallery Strolls feature a wide variety of exhibits, visiting artist              

“meet-and-greets”, and wonderful beverages and appetizers for visitors to 

enjoy.  

The P.A.C. has also worked to obtain its 

501c3 non-profit status this year, which 

enhances the generosity of the artists 

and members of the council. Providing 

quality workshops has also been a   

hallmark of the group, not only participating with Shared Space Studio 

(next to The Trading Post and US 31 exit) artists this fall, but bringing in a 

variety of unique artists to demonstrate artistic processes. Co-hosting with 

The Pentwater Garden Club in July, the council also organized artists for 

the “plein air” Blooming Art Garden Stroll, the third such event since its 

inception.  

As a strong believer in education and art for county youths, the P.A.C.      

co-hosted the 1st  Annual Oceana Youth Art Show this spring with winners 

from Pentwater, Shelby and Walkerville, and plans to do so again next year. Another goal for the group is to 

provide scholarships and mentoring for area youths.  

A new venue this fall was co-hosting a musical performance in October, of Renaissance lute music. Additional 

goals include developing a new website, writing more grants, developing a plan for civic art within the Village, 

and increasing membership in the Arts Council. “Members need only to be interested in art;” says Roxy, “they 

need not be an artist to belong.” Interested persons may email the Council at pentwaterartscouncil@yahoo.com 

or write them at PO Box 725, Pentwater, 49449. Roxy may also be reached at the Northern Lights Gift Shop at 

231-869-3131. The annual membership fee is only $25 and they love new ideas and suggestions.                 

Congratulations, Pentwater Arts Council, on your first three exciting years as active artists-in-action!  

 

“An artist is a man of action, whether he creates a personality, invents an expedient, or finds the issue of a 

complicated situation.” --Joseph Conrad Sullivan 
 

  

Outgoing president Pat Sullivan lists 

P.A.C. goals while the board looks on.  

Seated left to right: Diana Hooyman, Roxy 

Wypych, Judy Pazol and Mary Stiphany. 

Standing left to right: Patric Sullivan and 

Frank Gallante.  

javascript:void(0)
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 NEWS AROUND TOWN…   
   BY LYNNE CAVAZOS 

 

Health and Beauty: 
Abinitio Massage & Spa Therapies  (Open year 
round)  Call for an appointment (231) 869-3070 or 

(231) 425-6209 
 
Bella Design Salon (Open year round)  Monday – 
Saturday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, later by appoint-
ment. Call for an appointment (231) 869-2111 
 

Etc. Salon and Day Spa (Open year round) Monday – Thursday 9:00 
AM – 7:00 PM, Friday & Saturday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM.  Call for an 

appointment (231) 869-2299 or see website for more information. 
 
Lakeshore Salon (Open year round) Monday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, 
Thursday, Friday. & Saturday  9:00 AM – 5:00 PM. Happy to arrange 
other times.  Call for an appointment (231) 869-4602. 
 
The Barber of Pentwater (Open year round) Wednesday - Friday 8:30 
AM – 4:30 PM. Saturday 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM.  Closed for Lunch.  

(231) 869-5090 
 
The Village Salon (Open year round) Tuesday – Friday 9:00 AM – 5:00 
PM, Saturday 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM. Call for an appointment (231) 869- 
4578 or drop in.   
 

Bars and Restaurants:  
The Antler Bar (Open year round) Monday -  
Saturday 11:30 AM –2:30 AM (if busy), Sunday 

12:00 PM – 2:30 AM (if busy). Note: Kitchen 
closes at 11:00 PM every night. 
 
The Boat House Bar and Grill (Open year round) 
Sunday 12:00 PM – 8:00 PM, Closed Monday, 
Tuesday – Thursday 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM, Friday 
and Saturday 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM. 

 

The Brown Bear (Open year round) Monday –Saturday 11:00 AM – 
11:00 PM, Sunday 12:00 PM – 11:00 PM. 
 
The Village Pub (Open year round) Call ahead to be sure the Village 
Pub is open. (231) 869-4626. 
 
Good Stuff  (Open year round) Monday 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM, Tuesday 
– Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Saturday 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, Sunday 
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM. with live music on Sunday 1:30 PM – 4:00 PM. 

 
Gull Landing (Winter Hours) Friday – Saturday  3:00 PM – 9:00 PM,    
Sunday 3:00 PM – 8:30 PM.  Trivia Night – Sunday 6:30 PM – 8:30 
PM.  Check website for additional information www.gulllanding.com 
 
The Cottage Garden Closed January and February. Reopening on 
March 15th at 8:00 AM. 

 

Retail Stores:  
Air Fun  Open January, February and March - 
Friday and  Saturday 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 
Beach Nut Open Friday 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM,  
Saturday 11:00 AM –5:00 PM, Sunday 11:00 AM 
– 3:00 PM  (Hours may vary) Call (231) 896-3083 

 

 

 

Retail Stores, continued: 
Caesar’s Palette  Open Saturdays from 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM and by 

appointment. (Hours may change) Call Mary Thiele at the store: (231) 
869-8880 or at her home after hours (231) 869-8155. 
 
Dollar Discount Open Friday – Saturday in January and March, 11:00 
AM – 4:00 PM.  Closed the month of February. 

 
Gardner’s Folly  Open January, February and March -  Friday and 
Saturday 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM  

 
Jewels by the Sea  Open Saturday and Sunday 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM.  
(Batteries for clocks and watches; repair available) 

 
Jilly’s  Open if the weather is sunny & bright.  Open 3rd week in March 
11:00 AM – 5:00 PM.  Regular hours later in the spring.   
 
Kook’s Eye Open the Saturday of Corks and Canvas Wine Tasting, 
Saturday, February 9, 2013.  Might be open other Saturdays depending 

on the weather.   
 
Marilyn’s Style (Our Gallery)  Open January, February and March - 
Friday and Saturday 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM  
 
Max & Chloe’s Hours will vary – call ahead at (231) 869-8328. Open 
Saturday and Sunday 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM. 
 

Oldewick Post Open February and March, Friday and Saturday 11:00 
AM – 4:00 PM (flexible hours). Call ahead to check the times (231) 
869-4322. 
 
Pelican Zim  Open Saturday 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 
Pentwater Angler Open this Winter if the fish are biting.  Call ahead 
to check hours.  (231) 869-5357 

 
Pentwater Northern Lights and Frame Shop The Frame Shop (at 
Northern Lights) will be open for custom framing. Call (231) 869- 
3400 for an appointment. 
 
Pentwater Toy Box  Open January, February and March - Friday and 
Saturday 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 

Pet Hollywood Grooming and Pet Spa (Open year round) Monday – 
Saturday by appointment. Call Lori at (231) 869-2300. 
 
Sandra’s Décor (Open year round) Monday – Saturday 11:00 AM – 
4:00 PM. Closed on Sunday. 
 
The Secret Garden  Open Friday and Saturday in March 11:00 AM – 
5:00 PM 
 

108 Threads Open if the lights are on. Check the website for  more 
information:  www.108threadsonline.com Also open at the Ludington 

Location. 

                                                            ...Continued on page 7 

http://www.gulllanding.com/
http://www.108threadsonline.com/
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NEWS AROUND TOWN...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Updates on the Village of Pentwater 

Clear Water Plant 

Construction of Pentwater’s new Clear Water Plant is progressing well, according to Jim Miller, Village Manager. 

The major concrete work is done, the tanks are formed and reinforcing rods are in place, and the footings for the 

building are poured. 

In January, work will begin on the steel building. The outside skin, the plant external structure, should be done by 

the end of January and then an additional four to five months will be needed to complete the inside. The plant will 

be done in the late spring. Work still needs to be done on the lagoons. The Clear Water Plant should be up and      

running in the fall of 2013 with adjustments being made, as needed, during the next year. 

The water and sewer system work is completed and the streets have been resurfaced and are ready to go. Isn’t it 

great to be able to travel on all of the streets of Pentwater again? Additional streets around the village will be         

resurfaced as needed. 

 

Village Launch Site 

The Village has submitted a reapplication to the State of Michigan Water 

Ways Commission for a grant to make improvements to the Village 

Launch Site on Lake Street. The Village would like to redo the concrete 

and widen the launch area. Jim Miller is hopeful that the Village will be 

awarded a grant and begin work in the fall of 2013. 

 

 

Food, Gas, and Beverages:  
Cenzo’s Fresh Italian Market & Spirits (Open 
year round everyday )  9:00 AM – 8:00 PM.  Call 

ahead if weather is inclement. (231) 869-4044. 
 

 

 

 

Durand Wine Company  Thursday – Saturday 
11:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Sunday 12:00 – 5:00 PM 
   

 

 

 
Pentwater Convenience Store  Sunday – Thursday 
5:30 AM – 9:00 PM, Friday & Saturday 5:30 AM – 

10:00 PM. 
Riverhouse Trading Post Open 7 days a week, 
Monday – Sunday 8:00 AM – 9:00 PM 
 
 

 
 
 

Pentwater Township Library: 
Hours: Monday & Thursday 9:00 AM – 8:30 PM, 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00 AM – 5:00 
PM, Saturday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Wireless     

Internet available. 

                           

Real Estate Agencies:       
Coldwell Banker Anchor Real Estate Inc.        
Monday – Friday 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  Call for 

immediate assistance at (231) 869-5055.   

Westshore Reality   Monday – Saturday  9:00 AM 

– 5:00 PM 

                                             

Auto Repair:            
Pentwater Auto Services -                 

Call for appointment. (231) 873-8950. 
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Five Facts about ICE: 

The 9th Coast Guard District reminds Great Lakes   

citizens and visitors to use extra precautions when 

planning recreational activities on frozen ponds, 

streams, rivers and lakes. Ice can be unpredictable and 

dangerous. 

ICE is an ever-changing surface, and the fluctuations in 

weather conditions affect the ice’s stability. In an effort 

to prevent, prepare, and educate those who recreate on 

the ice, here are five facts about ice. 

(1) ICE usually freezes from shore outward and new 

ice is stronger than old ice. 

(2) DIRECT freezing of lake water is stronger than ice 

formed from melting snow or refrozen ice. 

(3) OBSTRUCTIONS such as rocks, logs, vegetation 

and pilings affect the strength of ice. Heat from these 

obstructions slow ice formation. Ice shifting and       

expanding will create pressure cracks and ridges 

around the obstructions. 

(4) UNDERWATER streams or springs with flowing 

water will cause weak spots by keeping the water     

circulating, making any ice over or near moving water 

weak. 

(5) ICE near the shore of a frozen lake may be unsafe 

due to pressures outward and upward which cause 

cracks to appear. Ice closer to shore is weaker because 

of shifting, expansion, and sunlight reflecting off the 

bottom. This buckling shore ice continually thaws and 

refreezes. 

In an effort to prevent, prepare, and educate, the Coast 

Guard would like to encourage people to remember the 

following tips: 

I – INTELLIGENCE: check the weather and ice     

conditions, know where you are going, and know how 

to call for help/assistance. 

C – CLOTHING: wear the proper anti-exposure clothes 

with multiple layers. If possible, wear a dry suit to   

prevent hypothermia, which can occur within minutes 

after falling through the ice. 

E – EQUIPMENT: have the proper equipment such as 

a marine band radio, life jackets, and screw drivers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PENTWATER SERVICE CLUB TEAMS 

WITH OCEANA FOUNDATION 
 

If you are looking for another way to support the 

philanthropic efforts of the Pentwater Service Club 

(PSC) besides buying a brat from them on the      

Village Green, you now have another option. The 

Service Club has created a charitable giving fund 

under the auspices of the Community Foundation for 

Oceana County (CFOC). In this way, contributors 

can take advantage of all eligible income tax        

deductions. The community-minded, 42-year-old 

Club meets weekly between September and June, 

often hearing guest speakers talk about current and 

emerging needs, and drawing attention to             

opportunities where financial and volunteer support 

is needed. The Club has been of great help especially 

in the areas of education, community development, 

and youth development endeavors. 

 

There are several circumstances that can trigger 

making a contribution to the CFOC that’s earmarked 

to the Pentwater Service Club Fund. They include: 

making an annual personal or business charitable 

contribution, including a charitable gift as part of 

one’s estate plan, and honoring a friend or relative 

with a memorial gift in their memory. 

 

Checks, payable to the Community Foundation of 

Oceana County and earmarked for the Pentwater 

Service Club Fund, can be mailed to PO Box 367, 

Shelby, MI 49455. Contributions also can be made 

online and charged to a major credit card. Go to 

http://www.oceana-foundation.org/ and click on 

“give” and then “online giving.” Enter “Pentwater 

Service Club.” For questions about this process, call 

the Foundation at 231.861.8335. New members in 

the Pentwater Service Club are always welcome. For 

more information, please visit their website found at 

http://www.serviceclub.org. 

 

http://www.oceana-foundation.org/index.html
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February 9th and 16th   

The host for the Winterfest events is the Pentwater Chamber of Commerce.   

The Grand Sponsors are The Antler Bar and Huntington Bank.    

 

Saturday, February 9th:  

•  Pentwater Lake Perch Fishing Tournament 8 AM– 4 PM  

•  Pentwater Pathways Open Noon – 4 PM FREE  

•  Snowman Scram 5K Race Starts at noon at Pentwater    

 Public Schools   

•  Soup Competition – Pentwater Friendship Center 1 PM –  

 3 PM                                                      

•  Corks and Canvas Winter Wine Tasting and Art Walk in 

 Pentwater  2 PM - 5 PM                      

       •  Mardi Gras Party at The Antler Bar  5 PM - ?  

 

 

 

Saturday, February 16th:   

•  Snowshoes and Skis in Pentwater  10 AM - 5 PM                                                                 

•  Freezin’ for a Reason (Polar Dip)  Noon at the Pentwater 

 Boat Launch                                  

 Sledding Races & Snow Sculpture Building Contests          

 1 PM - 2 PM  on the Village Green          

 Cabin Fever Beer Tasting to Benefit COVE  2 PM – 5 PM   

 

 

For more details about each of these Winterfest events and others in            

neighboring Hart, visit the Pentwater Chamber Website:  www.Pentwater.org  

(See Winter Events) 

Pentwater Winterfest 

javascript:void(0)
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       Ski and Snow Shoe Oceana County 

WEB Address: http://www.oceanski.org 

 

 

Pentwater Pathways              
There are 7.2 different trail miles in the Pentwater Pathway system. If you ski each loop, duplicating 

some legs, there are over 15 miles. These trails are within the Pere Marquette State Forest, just south of 

Pentwater on Wayne Road. The pathways are groomed by the Oceana Cross-Country Association. No 

restrooms available. 

Access: The sandy dirt parking area is basically a widened space in the road. 

Restrictions: No motorized vehicles. The trail was built for ski use and is groomed in the winter. Please 

snowshoe beside groomed trails rather than in them. 

Distance and Time: 7.2 different miles of trails. Do as many loops as you wish. 

Treadway and Grades: Sandy forest soil, wide pathway for skiing. Flat to moderate grade with slightly 

steeper hills in loop 4. Once steep hill north from point 4 ½. WEB Address: http://

www.getoffthecouch.info/oceana/pentpath.htm 

Crystal Valley Ski Trail                 
The Oceana Cross Country Ski Association and the Manistee National Forest worked together to create 

the Crystal Valley Ski Trail system. Four of the loops are ready for skiing. The club grooms the trains 

whenever there is more than four inches of fresh snow. No restrooms available. 

Access: Large parking area off East River Road (see website for specific directions to trailhead) 

Restrictions: No motorized vehicles, no horses, no bikes, snowshoe users are asked to walk beside the 

groomed trails. 

Distance and Time: Loop 1 - 1.5 miles. Loop 2 – 2.5 miles. Loops 3 & 4 – to be determined. 

Treadway and Grades: Wide natural surface- flat to gently rolling. Mixed xeric forest, oak, white pine, 

and red pine plantations. WEB Address: http://www.getoffthecouch.info/oceana/crystal.htm 

Snow Shoe - Ludington State Park             
Ludington State Park is offering free guided snowshoe walks on Saturdays, weather permitting, starting 

January 12th though February 23rd. The hour and a half guided snowshoe nature/history programs will 

take you out through Ludington State Park’s snow covered sand dunes. There are two walks given each 

Saturday:                          

  Daylight Snowshoe Walk is from 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM              

  Moonlight Snowshoe Walk from 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM.            

 All walks begin and end at the Warming Shelter next to the parking lot at the end of  Highway M -116. 

Visit the Ludington State Park Website for more information: www.visitludington.com/statepark/ 
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Important Dates for Your Calendar:                                                                                                       
See Chamber Website for Details:  www. Pentwater.org 

 

March and April Events 

 

March 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

March 16 Noon 

Join us for our annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

Line-up at the south end of the 

Village and stop at The Antler Bar for a few drink specials and parade prizes. 

 

 

Easter on the Green 

March 30 Noon 

On the Village Green in downtown Pentwater. Bring the children to meet the Easter Bunny, enjoy an egg 

hunt, bonnet contest and fun activities. 

 

 

 

 

April 

Gull Landing Women’s Expo 

April 19 5 PM - 8 PM 

 

2nd Annual Oceana Student Art Show 

April 24-28 

 

Annual Clean Up Day 

April 27th 10 AM - 3 PM 
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DNR Grant, Researching Pentwater Perch 

 

On October 26, a lake perch research project 

was begun by Grand Valley State University, 

under the direction of graduate assistant,    

Jessica Wesolek.  The DNR grant to GVSU  

researchers is to answer the question, “Do 

Lake Michigan Perch interbreed with perch 

common to drowned river mouth lakes, like 

Pentwater, or do separate perch populations 

spawn separate of each other?”  In order to do 

this, the GVSU research team needed to get 

DNA perch samples from three drowned river 

mouth lakes and also Lake Michigan Perch.  

So on October 26, the first two perch samples 

were taken on White Lake and on Pentwater Lake.  Next, sampling will be done on 

Muskegon Lake as well, and then in August on Lake Michigan when the DNR trawler 

annually collects its sample of Lake Michigan Perch. 

In Pentwater Lake, the technique used was to electroshock the shallows in front of Long 

Bridge.  The boat delivers up to 3 amperes of electricity from an on board generator and 

extended flexible rods into the lake.  Then collectors standing on insulated rubber mats 

could net fish coming to the surface with muscle spasms.  The netted perch were placed 

in a tub full of water and the anal fin sample was taken before they were released back 

into the lake.  The DNA sampling is then done back at the schools lab.  No perch were 

kept or killed.  Other species noted during the sampling were bowfins, carp, suckers, 

small mouth bass, and steelhead.  This research will allow the DNR to better              

understand and manage the recovery of the Lake Michigan Perch populations. 

Three Year Anniversary for Community Dinners 

For those of you who might not know, or have been hesitant to attend, we’d like to 

remind and invite anyone and everyone to come to Centenary United Methodist 

Church in downtown Pentwater on any Wednesday from 4:30 to 6:00 P.M. for our 

Community Dinner. On January 9th, we will have completed three years of this 

weekly event, and if you have yet to experience the Dinners, perhaps now is the 

time. It’s grown into a very eclectic gathering, offering community fellowship and time well 

spent with friends old and new. Volunteering opportunities are also available for those so      

interested. Oh, and by the way…the food is excellent! Free will donations to cover the cost of 

food are gratefully accepted. We’ve also been providing meals to C.O.V.E.’s domestic violence 

shelter, too, so participation helps contribute to their cause, as well. Come on over and see 

what’s been going on!                                         Richard St.Denis 

Jessica Wesolek (Graduate Assistant), Amanda Chambers   

David Janetski (Post Doctoral Researcher), Kevin Snider 
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PLA OFFICERS 
 

President, Joe Primozich 

Vice-President, Lynne Cavazos 

Secretary, Carol Nauta 

Treasurer, George Richey 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 

 Paul Anderson 

Bill Bainton 

Beverly Kelly 

Tony Monton                  

Dave Rose 

             

              

                  

 

Committees 

 
        Natural Resources               Joe Primozich 

        Water Quality                     Bill Bainton           

        Social                Lynne Cavazos 

        Membership                Paul Anderson 

        Publicity                Norma Oly        

        Newsletter Editor               Karen Saintdenis and  
     Lynne Cavazos 

        Website                George Richey  

 

For more information about a committee or to get involved  

contact Joe Primozich at 869-8681  or 

 joeprimozich@chartermi.net 

Website:  www.pentwaterlakeassociation.org  

 

Pentwater Village Council 

Juanita Pierman, President 

Jared Griffis 

Daniel Hoekstra 

Don Palmer 

Norm Shotwell 

Tom Sturr 

Marilyn Sullivan 

Jim Miller, Village Manager 

Dick Hutchings, Marina Manager 

 

Pentwater Township Board 

Charles Smith, Township Supervisor 

Dean Holub, Clerk 

Janice Siska, Treasurer 

Mike Flynn 

Pat Ruggles 

 

Oceana County Sheriff’s Department 

Marine Deputy Tim Simon  

Officers and board members for the 2012-2013 year      
(from left to right)   

 

Standing:  Bill Bainton, Tony Monton, Joe Primozich, 

George Richey, Carol Nauta and Lynne Cavazos 

Seated:  Dave Rose, Paul Anderson, Bev Kelly 
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Permission is granted to reprint material in this newsletter. 

Please give written credit to the “Pentwater Lake Association Newsletter.” 

Free Fishing Weekends in Michigan 

Two days twice a year, families and friends can enjoy one of Michigan's premiere outdoor     

activities, Michigan Fishing for free. 

All fishing license fees will be waived for two days. Residents and outstate visitors may 

enjoy fishing on both inland and Great Lakes' waters for all species of fish. All fishing  

regulations will still apply. 

Michigan offers some of the finest freshwater fishing in the world. So grab a pole and your 

family and friends, and let's go fishing! 

The free fishing weekends are February 16-17 and June 8-9, 2013 


