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        President’s Message          by  Lynne Cavazos 

  On July 3, 2017, a non-partisan event took place along the shores of the  

  Great Lakes to raise awareness of the need to protect and preserve the  

  magnificent waterways we all love.  More than 50 communities in five   

  states and Ontario took part in the initiative, “All Hands on Deck.” 

 

  The event in Pentwater was held at Charles Mears State Park. I partici- 

  pated and spoke as the Pentwater Lake Association’s representative to   

  demonstrate our support of Lake Michigan and all of the Great Lakes.   

  Pentwater resident Kathy Spitler and Pentwater’s All Hands on Deck  

  organizer Stacey Compton organized a number of activities for the group.   

  These activities included a walk out to the end of the North Pier where  

  each person threw in a rock and made a wish, a joining of hands along the   

  shoreline, a book reading of “One Child, One Planet” by Barbara Sims  

  from Storybook Village, and a sharing of stories by participants about  

  why they “love” Lake Michigan.      

 

  In the June 20, 2017, edition of the Ludington Daily News, Lorrie Dykstra   

  wrote a comprehensive article, “Seeking Awareness of Great Lakes Issues,”  

  about All Hands on Deck that included the initiative’s mission statement:   

  “The Mission of ‘All Hands on Deck’ is to build nonpartisan support for  

   legislation, regulations and funding based on unbiased science to sustain  

   the health of the world’s water resource by providing an annual event and  

   actions to celebrate our waters and unite new advocates to the cause until   

   water is non-politicized or monetized.”    

 

   The Pentwater Lake Association’s mission aligns well with that of All   

   Hands on Deck. As an organization, we strive to maintain and improve the   

   quality of the environment; monitor initiatives that effect the public health,   

   safety, and welfare of residents and visitors to the area; and promote co-     

   operation between all citizens and those governmental units that work to  

   protect and safeguard Pentwater Lake and the surrounding area.    
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President’s Message    by Lynne Cavazos        Continued from page 1 

 All of us can help preserve not only Pentwater Lake but also all of the Great Lakes  

 by monitoring our individual habits, educating ourselves about the science of water  

 issues that threaten our local lakes and streams, and supporting federal and state  

 policies that protect and sustain the vitality of the lakes we love.     

 

 In her recent article, Lorrie Dykstra also noted the following interesting facts about 

 the Great Lakes: The five Great Lakes (Erie, Huron, Michigan, Ontario, and Superior)  

 together are the largest surface freshwater system on Earth. Only the polar icecaps  

 contain more water. The Great Lakes contain 84 percent of North America’s surface  

 fresh water, and 21 percent of all the surface fresh water in the world. According to  

 the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Great Lakes are a dominant part of  

 the physical and cultural heritage of North America. 

  

 New PLA Officers Elected 

         Congratulations to the newly elected Pentwater Lake Association board for the 2017-2018 year!   

President, Lynne Cavazos 

Vice-President, Joe Primozich 

Secretary, Candi Goldman 

Treasurer, George Richey 
 

Terms of Office for the Board of Directors: 
 

Until June 2018 – Lynne Cavazos, Tom Osborn, George Richey 

Until June 2019 – Candi Goldman, Patrick Hooyman, Joe Primozich 

Until June 2020—AnnaMae Bush, Mac McCaleb, Mike Peters 

 

Meet the PLA’s New Board Member - AnnaMae Bush 

 

AnnaMae and Peter Bush bought a small cottage in Pentwater on Suffolk Street in 2002, having learned from 

their former Grand Rapids neighbors (the Olys) that it was for sale.  After enjoying 11 summers in the cottage, 

they decided to replace it with a year-round home and retire in Pentwater. AnnaMae has lived here permanently 

since May 2013 and Pete followed in December 2013. 

 

AnnaMae was born and raised in New Jersey but moved to Grand Rapids, MI to attend Calvin College. She grad-

uated in 1969 with a BA in Music and worked as a youth director in New Jersey and Muskegon, MI, where she 

met Peter. They married in 1972 and lived in Grand Rapids until 2013, with a three-year interlude in Paw Paw, 

MI.  Her employment journey included two years in Purchasing at Foremost Insurance, eight years as a program 

coordinator at Calvin College, 10 years as a church secretary and youth choir director, and 12 years in develop-

ment work at nonprofit organizations.  She attended seminary, taking classes towards an MA in Worship. Writ-

ing has played a major role in most of her employment, in her volunteer work, and as an avocation. She delights 

in gardening, sewing, baking, songwriting, traveling, and offering hospitality. 

 

The Bushes are grateful that their three children and their families live in Grand Rapids, providing many oppor-

tunities to visit Pentwater. The four grandchildren range in age from 6 to 13, and love to spend weeks alone with 

grandpa and grandma in the summer.  “It’s a privilege to be able to attend their school activities, sporting events 

and church programs, and provide childcare when it’s needed,” AnnaMae notes. “We also love to be at home to en-

joy the peaceful, slower pace of life and the close-knit community in Pentwater. We are active in church, the 

school gym, the library, the Wednesday night community dinners, the Service Club and Women’s Club, and now 

the PLA too,” she adds. “Thank you for trusting me to serve you well.” 
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 22nd Annual PLA Dinner Meeting and Celebration    by Ellen Lightle 

 
On Friday, June 16, 2017, approximately 70 people attended the Pentwater Lake Association                                 

annual meeting and dinner held at St. Vincent’s Church. A delicious array of appetizers, entrees,                           

and desserts was presented by caterer Joanne Clark. Lynne Cavazos, president of the PLA, welcomed 

guests and thanked Caroline Denlar for coordinating many of the meeting details, including the                  

newly designed PLA decals given to each attendee. AnnaMae Bush gave the invocation, noting the 

bountiful fruits and vegetables grown in our area and relating the significance of reaping and                             

sowing with words attributed to St. Francis of Assisi. 

  

After the meal, Lynne Cavazos called the formal business meeting to order. In keeping with this 

year’s Sesquicentennial events in Pentwater, she cited some of the high points of the PLA’s history: 

its founding in 1994 by 11 local couples, a membership of 118 in 1995 (222 in 2017), the first water 

testing in 1995, and the first Strawberry Social in 1999. Lynne named the previous PLA presidents, 

including “hidden figure” Sylvia Shrauger, and recognized former presidents in attendance: Jim 

McGregor, Tom Osborn, Joe Primozich, and Ron Steiner.  

 

Lynne then introduced the current board of directors and thanked retiring members Norma Oly 

(membership, newsletter, and strawberry social) and Ellen Lightle (publicity). Last year’s annual 

meeting minutes and the treasurer’s report were both approved. Committee reports were given for: 

newsletter, membership, publicity, water quality, natural resources, and social. The slate of new        

nominees for the board was presented. AnnaMae Bush, Malcom McCaleb, Mike Peters, and George 

Richey were elected to serve three-year terms. Finally, Lynne announced July 26 as the date of the 

next board meeting and encouraged people to volunteer to help with the August 10 Strawberry                   

Shortcake Social.  

  

Next, Lynne introduced and welcomed the guest speaker Sharon Wagner, publisher of The Michigan 

Riparian, a magazine striving to inform and educate the public about the latest legal rulings, ecology 

matters, and tips for protecting waterfront property, inland lakes, and waterways. Sharon’s presenta-

tion was titled “If You Are Lucky Enough to Live on a Lake, Then You Are Lucky Enough.” She has                

a special connection with Pentwater, having grown up in the area, and she introduced her parents              

Carol and Bill McVicker, Pentwater residents. Sharon is passionate about the importance of her                 

magazine being a platform for all Michigan inland lakes to share, saying “if you ignore your lake, it 

may go away.” She expressed her appreciation of all the material submitted by the PLA for the fall 

2016 cover story about Pentwater Lake. She noted the unusually high reader response to and                                

requests for that issue. There are 11,000 inland lakes in Michigan, and the magazine has 10,000                    

subscribers. She drew an analogy between people taking care of their lakes as they would their own 

individual bodies. She concluded her presentation by emphasizing the importance of the PLA’s                       

mission and her desire to continue to work with the Association. 

  
At the conclusion of the evening’s events, Lynne Cavazos noted that the PLA is selling extra copies  

of The Michigan Riparian featuring Pentwater Lake ($3.00), “Ten Wonders of Pentwater Lake Self-

Guided Tour” brochures ($2.00), and PLA window decals ($2.00). Tickets were then drawn for donated 

door prizes. The evening concluded with well wishes for a great summer on our beautiful lake. 
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  Greetings PSA Members !! 
  

  First, thanks to all that took part in  

  the PSA Memorial Weekend  

  Fishing Derby - it was a great success -  

  THANKS !! 
  

  We are happy to announce our NEW -  

  2017 Youth Classic Fishing Derby !  

  Lock in August 5th to get a youth crew  

  on board and come have fun with our group.   

  See detail flier to the right - spread the word ! 
  

  There is NO registration cost - just get some  

  family / friend / or neighbor kids for the day  

  and come enjoy a fun event - all the focus is  

  on the kids !  Put your best crew together and 

  call any PSA Board Member to register your 

  boat - that simple !  Contact any PSA Board     

  member if you have any questions. 
  

  See you at the great summer  events in  

  Pentwater ! 

  

  PSA Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Fish Stories: Best-in-Species Caught in Pentwater Lake, Channel or River in the Last Three Months               

                                                                                                                                                         By Joe Primozich 
 

    12-inch black bullhead caught off the bridge, on worms 

    14-inch crappie caught mid-lake, on spinnerbait 

    35.5-inch master angler longnose gar pike caught off dock mid-lake, casting 

    30-inch northern pike caught in the channel, casting 

    12-inch perch caught off the marina docks, on minnows 

    12-inch rock bass caught mid-lake, on worms  

     3.5-lb small-mouth bass (2) caught inside channel and river, casting  

     9.8-lb walleye pike caught in the channel, casting 
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Pentwater Sportfishing Association 

2017 Memorial Weekend Derby  

King Salmon Lake Trout Brown Trout Steelhead Trout 
 

Slammer  –  20.90# 

Dan Allen - Grass Lake, MI 

 

Full Draw –  13.85# 

Scott Neilly –Hart 

 

Bag-It – 4.70# 

Dugan Hartsuiker -
Pentwater 

Pentwater Haze – 11.45# 

Rick Czajkowski - Pentwater 

Tuna Time —20.65# 

 Shawn Dickinson - Rothbury 

Highwayman – 9.65# 

Darryl Highway – Pentwater 

  

  

Highwayman – 8.30# 

Darryl Highway - Pentwater 

Pentwater Haze —18.50# 

Rick Czajkowski – Pentwater 

Producer – 9.45# 

Lyn Snider - Kentwood 

  

  

Producer – 7.85# 

Lyn Snider - Kentwood 

Topless TailCatcher –
 17.50# 

Eric Golembiewski – Hart 

 

 Perky’s Double Trouble-8.95# 

 Matt Perkins – Spring Lake 

  

  

 

Compromise – 7.85# 

Jim Wallace – Pentwater 

Highwayman – 16.85# 

Darryl Highway - Pentwater 

Slam-N-Salmon – 8.75# 

Norm Flanery - Mears 

  

  

Dipsy Dew – 6.70# 

David Organ - Ludington 
 

Bushman – 16.80# 

Jim Browneye - Delton 

 

Lineman – 8.10# 

Richie Gotland – Pentwater 

  

  

 

Palm Beach – 6.35# 

Ron Bacon, Williamston, MI 

                

              Update: Eaglets Survive Close Call                   By Joe Primozich 

  The eagle pair had no idea that the weight of their four-year-old nest would doom  

   the large wetlands white pine they called home. With rain added to it, the nest was   

   believed to be several ton; and the tree, already leaning at 28 degrees and with a   

   weakened, shallow root system in wet conditions, could not bear all the stress and   

   remain anchored for another 14 days until the young would be ready to fly off on   

   their own. The excitement of it all came when the tree went down on the last day  

   of June, giving the three eaglets a wild ride to the ground. 

 

  This is how the story unfolded with the facts as we know them as of this July 10 writing:  When the tree  

  went down a call was sent out to the DNR.  Having been advised earlier of the plight of the nest, the agency   

  had a plan in place and within two hours had sent a two-man team to the site. The raptor specialist lifted the   

  three young out of the grassy marsh, luckily a soft landing spot, and put them back into the nest.  One adult    

  started to attend to them.  Two of the young could be seen active on high branches during the following week.   

 

      On July 9, early in the morning, a check of the downed tree revealed only one eaglet left on the branches.   

  It appeared this was the last of the three as later that day reports came in of one flying low up-river over the   

  expressway, and another with an adult over the lake.  A parent was near the last young bird and was calling  

  frantically when observers got close. This, I am sure, was encouragement to try to get it airborne.  Let’s all    

  keep an “eagle eye” out for number three as it gets its wings. 
   

  The question now is, with their current nest destroyed, where will the eagles set up  

  housekeeping for next year’s brood? Still in the river area?  It appears to be an ideal location   

  with a ready supply of fish allowing the pair to raise three young as they have done this  

  year and in the past.  Hats off to the DNR for taking care  of our National Symbol and the  

  next generation of Pentwater’s West Michigan bald eagles. 
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PENTWATER’S 88th HOMECOMING EVENTS* 
 

August 10—13 
 

The celebration for 2017 will be expanded upon to celebrate  

the observance of Pentwater’s Sesquicentennial  

with the theme “Throughout The Years.”  

There will be a Decade Dress activity, new floats, slide show                                             

and bigger fireworks.  
 
 

Thursday, August 10: 
 

Pentwater Township Cemetery Tours, Township Cemetery, 1-4 PM 

Pentwater Lake Association Strawberry Shortcake Social, Village Green, 6-8 PM 

Les Bailey Memorial Band Concert, Village Green, 7:30 PM 

“Say Cheese” 3rd Annual Pentwater People Portrait 

Teen dance– 9 PM-Behind the Village Café under the tent 

 

Friday, August 11: 
 

Sand Sculpture Contest at Charles Mears State Park, 8:00 AM to Noon 

MSU Alumni Golf Outing, Lakeside Links Golf Club 

Cancer & Critical Care Fund Beach Volleyball Tournament, Mears State Park, 10:00 AM 

Story Telling by Storybook Village, 1 PM on the Village Green 

 

Saturday, August 12: 
 

Horseshoe Tournaments, Art Audrey Memorial Horseshoe Pits, Fire Barn  

Registration 9:00 AM, tournaments, 10 AM 

Pentwater Yacht Club Ensign’s Race, PYC 11:00 AM 

Big Ten Pre-season Tailgate Party, tent behind the Village Pub, after the Parade 

Throughout the Years Homecoming Grand Parade on Hancock Street, 4:00 PM 

Scottville Clown Band Mini Concert, behind the Village Café & Pub, after parade 

Fireworks at Dusk, Charles Mears State Parkk over Lake Michigan 

 

Sunday, August 13: 
 

Marine Corps League Pancake Breakfast, Pentwater VFW Hall, 8:00 AM—Noon 

 

September—Throughout the Years End Celebration—Time Capsule Burial 

 
 

*For additional details or information, see the Pentwater Chamber of Commerce Website: 
 

  www.pentwater.org 

 

Or call the Chamber (231-869-4150 or check your 2017 PLA Events Calendar. 

http://www.pentwater.org
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DON VANZILE MEMORIAL BOATING SAFETY CLASSES 

 

 

FREE — AUGUST 3-4 2017 

 
 

      A FREE two-day boating safety class will be held August 3-4 from 8:00 AM to 12 Noon  

      at the Pentwater Yacht Club, 205 South Dover Street.  

      To register contact: Bruce Koorndyk at (517)202-7213  or  call Oceana County  

      Marine Deputy Officer Tim Simon at (231) 873-6771. 
 

  

                                Late Summer Events Calendar 

      July 

       29  Gallery Stroll, Downtown Pentwater 

 

    August 

      3-4  Boating Safety Course, Pentwater Yacht Club 

        5  LASSI Shake, Wag ‘n Roll, Village Green 

        5  Sportfishing Assn Youth Classic Fishing Derby, Pentwater 

     10-13 Pentwater Homecoming Celebration  

       19  Oceana County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day, Hart DPW 

     23-26 Oceana County Fair, Hart Fairgrounds 

     25-26 Merchants’ Sidewalk Sales, Downtown Pentwater 

       26  Wooden Boat Show, Pentwater Yacht Club 

       26  Gallery Stroll, Downtown Pentwater 

 

 September 

       3  Pentwater VFW Pancake Breakfast, VFW Hall 

       4  Hart Healthy Living Labor Day Run/Walk, Hart 

       9  COVE Benefit Beach Walk/Run, Mears State Park 

      21  Harvest Day at Farmers’ Market, Village Green 

   23-24 Fall Fest Arts & Crafts Fair, Village Green 

      30  Gallery Stroll, Downtown Pentwater 
 

  
 

    

   The Village of Pentwater Welcomes New Village Manager 
 

 
   The contract to hire Christopher Brown of Mackinaw City was approved by   

   the Pentwater Village Council at a council meeting held on June 12.  He was  

   chief engineer of operations in Mackinaw City and recently served on the  

   Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners and the Cheboygan County  

   Zoning Board of Appeals. Chris said, “I love the environment of a small resort   

   Community.”  Welcome Chris Brown to Pentwater. 
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Beach Yoga at Charles Mears State Park 

 Kalon Arts & Yoga Company is offering Vinyasa flow beach yoga; Mondays, Tuesdays,    

 Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9:30 - 10:30 AM at Mears State Park. The instructor,  

 Cindy Beth, will meet you at the Beach Pavilion unless inclement weather causes the   

 class to be cancelled. The cost per session is $10 (cash or check only).  For more infor-  

 mation or questions about cancellation within an hour of the class, call Charles Mears   

 

         Back From the Mac Party Set for July 21st 
 

 Dozens of Chicago to Mackinac racing sailboats and crews will again overnight in  

 Pentwater on Friday the 21st of July.  This is the 21st year of the ‘Back From the Mac’  

 party held at the Pentwater Yacht Club on Dover Street.  The community is invited to 

 join in the fun. Buffet dinner 5-8 PM and music by Mid-Life Crisis 8PM to Midnight. 

 Cash bar (21 years and over). For ticket prices and more information, visit the website:   

 www.PentwaterYachtClub.com or call the PYC at 231-869-8921. 

 
 

 

Join Us for the PLA’s Annual Strawberry Shortcake Social  
 

    COME ONE, COME ALL to this year’s PLA Annual Strawberry Shortcake Social on Thursday,    

 August 10, during Pentwater’s 2017 Homecoming Weekend. We’re serving this delicious summer 

 treat on the Village Green, beginning at 6:00 PM while the crowd gathers for the special concert of  

 the combined Village and Clown Bands. Come and enjoy the concert and support the Pentwater Lake  

 Association as we kick off this year’s exciting Homecoming Weekend festivities. The cost for our delectable   

fantastic strawberry shortcake is just $4 per serving. Cold water will also be available for $1. 

We’re seeking servers to dish out ice cream, mound it with delicious strawberries,  

and pile on the whipped cream!  It is the PLA’s only fundraiser, and it’s a YUMMY one!   

Just a one-hour shift would help so much!   

To volunteer please call Lynne Cavazos  at (231-869-5939) or email her at: lcavazos5939@charter.net.   

Be sure to leave your name, email address, and phone number.   

THANK YOU! 

 

Oceana County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day 

 Annually held on the 3rd Saturday of August, the hazardous household waste collection day will    

 take place on August 19th from 9 AM to 2 PM at Hart Department of Public Works, 1010 State St.    

 Participation is free, but donations are greatly appreciated.  Unused, unwanted, outdated   

 cleaners, pesticides, pharmaceuticals, electronics and more can be disposed of during those  

 hours. For more information, visit the website at: www.oceanaconservationdistrict.org.    

 
                             

http://www.Pentwateryacht.com
mailto:lcavazos5939@charter.net
http://www.co.oceana.mi.us
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Boat and PWC Safety Regulations:  What’s Your IQ? 

                                                                               By AnnaMae Bush 

In August 2016, my husband Peter and our grandson Seth together attended the boating safety class offered  

at the Pentwater Yacht Club.  It was a very good educational and enjoyable experience for both of them.               

Having driven a boat for 12 years, Peter was surprised to learn new things – particularly about the regulations 

for jet skis and other personal water crafts. Seth (12 years old at the time) was eager to captain his own boat 

and soaked up all the information like a sponge. He poured over the class manual for hours, took notes in class, 

and memorized information in preparation for the test of 75-100 multiple choice questions given at the                        

conclusion.  He had only a few wrong answers and was very proud to get his official boating safety certificate.   

When asked what information was most helpful to remember, Seth replied, “The distances needed for safety- 

like having to be 100 feet from shore to go fast enough to make a wake, or for a jet ski to be 150 feet behind a 

boat to jump the boat’s wake.”  And, he added, “I was surprised about how many different kinds of buoys there 

are and what their different shapes mean. A triangle, for example, means danger – maybe shallow water or 

submerged objects.”  Thanks to the boating safety class, Seth now knows the “rules of the road,” how to                    

calculate a safe capacity for his boat, and responsibly drive his cousins around Pentwater Lake. 

Reading through the course manual I discovered several interesting facts and some disturbing statistics:                   

Only 10% of boating accidents are related to equipment failures, and 15% are related to environmental 

(weather) factors; but 75% are related to human error.  Fully one-third of all boat collisions involve alcohol      

consumption.  Most drowning victims are young adult males who are normally strong swimmers. Typically, 

drownings occur even when enough life jackets are on board because they are stored rather than worn. Since 

there is very little time to locate and put on a life jacket during an emergency, the best habit is to wear one.   

As PWCs become ever more popular, it is important for operators and boaters alike to be familiar with the  

safety regulations that pertain to all types of recreational watercraft.                                                                                            

Regarding PWCs, did you know that: 

PWC operators must be at least age 14? 

PWC operators ages 14-15 must have a boating safety certificate AND be accompanied onboard by  

    a parent, legal guardian, or parental designee at least 21 years old, OR stay within 100 feet of a  

    parental-designated adult? 

PWC operators born on or before December 31, 1978 must have a boating safety certificate?  

PWC drivers and all passengers must wear a life jacket?  

Inflatable life jackets are not allowed on PWC drivers and passengers? 

Only a parent, guardian, or driver designated by a parent can tow a child under seven years of age 

    behind a PWC?   

Passengers on a PWC should never be seated in front of the driver?  

                                                                      

                                                                 How’d you do? Perhaps you and members of your family 

                                                                 should take the opportunity to learn more about safety on  

                                                                 the water this summer. Please see the Pentwater boating  

                                                                 safety class information on page 7, or visit www.michigan.gov/dnr  

                                                                 for additional class opportunities.  

               

 
                        The picture to the left is 13 year old Seth Bush, the grandson of AnnaMae Bush                   

                                                             who now safely pilots his own little motorboat around the lake.   

 

 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr
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 NEWS AROUND TOWN… 

      

   New Location for Pentwater Michigan Store 

 

   The Pentwater Michigan Store has moved to a new location for  

   the summer. It is now in the building with the Lemonade Stand  

   at 116 S. Hancock St. Many of the items in the Pentwater Michigan   

   Store feature the State of Michigan and are made locally. Products   

   include metal signs, pictures, t-shirts, sweatshirts, glassware, and  

   jewelry. Open daily 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

 Monthly Gallery Strolls Now on Saturdays 
 

Pentwater’s monthly Gallery Strolls are now held on the last Saturday evening of the summer months. They 

were previously held on the last Fridays. Pick up your official “Stroll Guide” at participating galleries and enjoy 

our town’s wonderful selection of art, along with some special treats, 5:00-8:00 p.m.  

 

      Up North Farm Market and Garden Center 

 This new addition to Pentwater is located at 3890 W. Monroe Rd., just east of              

 the Pentwater exit on U.S. 31.  The joint venture is the entrepreneurial dream                   

 of Mike Blackmer, Kristy Sauser, and Brad Weesies.  The complex includes a   

 farm market, a garden center, a feed and seed building – which also houses a        

 variety of animals for the facility’s petting zoo, and the new headquarters of       

 Mike Blackmer Electric & Construction.   

 

 The Up North Farm Market features locally grown produce along with items   

 from Sanders Meats, Woodland Farm Market & Bakery, and Country Dairy.                     

 In the Garden Center you will find flats and pots of flowers, hanging baskets,  

 and products and accessories for your garden.  The Feed & Seed Building features 

livestock feed, dog and cat food, food plot seeds, deer magnet products, etc.   

 

Adjacent to the Feed and Seed Building is a free petting zoo for children and adults.  The collection of animals 

will be rotated every two to three weeks, so visitors may see miniature horses, lambs, goats, KuneKune pigs, a 

miniature steer, or a donkey.  

Living The Dream         By AnnaMae Bush 

 

How many of us are fortunate to realize our dreams? Matt and Sandy Werner dreamed for years about owning a 

Bed & Breakfast. In 2011 they realized that dream when they purchased The Hexagon House Bed & Breakfast in 

Pentwater. For six years they have lived out their dream, meeting many interesting people with whom they would 

not have otherwise had the opportunity to rub shoulders. It was both exciting and exhausting. Being available to 

guests 24/7 was all-consuming. It was a time of self-discovery, learning what they missed about life before the 

B&B and what adventures they wanted to pursue after the B&B. At an annual meeting of the Michigan Associa-

tion of B&B Owners, Sandy participated as a panelist. She spoke to aspiring innkeepers, and met a couple from 

Kokomo, Indiana, who had the same dream she and Matt had shared. The couple made an appointment to tour 

The Hexagon House the next week. When the Werners decided they were ready for new adventures, the Indiana 

couple was eager to take over operating the B&B. On Friday, June 23, The Hexagon B&B changed hands and was 

purchased by Connie Loisch and Richard Webber. Congratulations to Connie and Richard who will now be living 

out their dream! Best wishes to Matt and Sandy who plan to continue living in Pentwater, even as they move on 

to other dreams and enjoy opportunities to spend more time with family and friends. 
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     A New Store in the Village – Pentwater Apparel 

 

  Look for Bob Brown’s new store, Pentwater Apparel, at 560 S. Hancock St., next to Beach Nut. This store  

  features t-shirts, sweatpants, and sweatshirts with a Pentwater logo for women, men, and children.  Also 

  available is a wide selection of hats, glassware, and jewelry.  Pentwater Apparel is open seven days a week  

  from 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM.   

 

       West on Monroe Relocates  

 

  Crista Winteringham, the owner of West on Monroe, has moved her business to a new                      

  location in town: 119 S. Hancock St. (in the former location of Max & Chloe’s).  

  The store is featuring many new brands this year, including a full line of Corksicle 

  products. West on Monroe specializes in women’s clothing, handbags, jewelry, home  

  decoration, and a full line of paper products. The store is open seven days a week  

  through Labor Day, 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM. 

 

 Focus is on Fun with Pets at LASSI’s 2017 Shake, Wag ‘n Roll   

 

 

                                      August 5, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.    On the Pentwater Village Green 
 

        Calling all dog and cat owners and animal lovers!  It’s your day to celebrate everyone’s furry friends  

        at this year’s Shake, Wag ‘n Roll, organized by the volunteer group, Local Animal Shelter Support Inc.                 

        (LASSI).  Bring your pet if you like, or just come and enjoy lots of activities, including:   
    

    -One-mile dog/pet stroll through Pentwater (registration 9:00 a.m.) 

    -4-H dog agility course show 

    -Local vendors 

    -Silent auction 

    -Kids’ area 

    -Pet costume contest 

    -Mutt Strut of adoptable dogs from the Oceana County Animal Shelter. 
 

         For more information, contact Paula Klotz at 231-578-9809 or paula.klotz@yahoo.com. 

 

       Beach Buggy Library  by Ellen Lightle 

 

  There’s nothing like relaxing with a good read in the summer. In addition to  

  enjoying the new renovations at the Pentwater Township Library, look for the  

  Beach Buggy Library each week on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays.  

  A colorful umbrella cart will carry magazines and paperback books for free use  

  at Mears State Park beach and/or at the Village Green. Items can be checked out  

  on the honor system and are to be returned to the buggy or library when finished.  

  The service will be provided by volunteers from 11 AM to 1 PM on the designated  

  days through July and August.   
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                                     PWLIB Seeking Hybrid Milfoil Control Grants       By Joe Primozich 
 

 During the last two years of its five-year lake management program, the Pentwater Lake Improvement   

 Board (PWLIB) has been assisted by Michigan Tech University (MTU) in seeking a grant to help manage  

 the hybrid milfoil that has developed in the lake.  Because the hybrid milfoil requires more chemicals to  

 manage than does ordinary milfoil, other alternatives are being considered.   
 

 As was reported in our April, 2017, PLA newsletter, MTU first had the lake board apply for a grant from   

 the EPA; the application was sent in January. Unfortunately, due to cuts in the federal program, the EPA   

 denied the grant request in June.  In the week following receipt of the denial, MTU asked if the lake board  

 would like to apply for a new state DNR grant to control hybrid milfoil. The lake board agreed to apply for   

 the two-year grant, which is outlined as follows:  
 

 MTU would provide the milfoil harvesting with a mechanical arm as well as aerial drone surveys for  

 instantly monitoring changes in the milfoil population.  The DNR would support the operation by using   

 diver-assisted suction harvesting (the DASH program), as well as a fungicide, or biological control.  The   

 fungus is native to the Great Lakes and is being tried this year in Michigan in a treatment capacity.   
 

The PWLIB will be notified on July 17 of the result of the grant review. What value the grant may actually 

have over the next two years is not known, but having both MTU and the DNR promoting new strategies to 

control this invasive vegetation is very encouraging. 

                                              DNR Steps Up for Pentwater-Ludington Reef Project     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         By Joe Primozich 

 

 The Pentwater-Ludington Spawning Reef Enhancement Committee received good news when Jay Wesley,   

 the Coordinator of the Lake Michigan Basin for the DNR, sent a message in April to say that the DNR   

 would pick up the funding for the natural rock reef project. Consumers Energy had passed on the original   

 proposal – providing $100,000 in matching funds – for the reef enhancement plan on Lake Michigan north   

 of Summit Park and south of the Pumped Storage Plant. The DNR will fund the expected $200,000 for  

 the spawning reef site which will simulate the successful research the agency has done on the Elk Rapids   

 Reef.   

 

 The Elk Rapids Reef enhancement appears to be increasing spawning success up to 10 times for critical   

 native species including lake trout, menominee, whitefish, and cisco or lake herring. The 10-year research   

 project was led by Randy Claramunt of the Charlevoix DNR station. The key factor needed for the reef’s  

 success was the control of three invasive species so the eggs of the spawning fish would not be preyed  

 upon.  The conditions that had to be met were: 1) the spawning site had to be shallow enough to receive   

 wave action to keep zebra mussels off, and 2) the cobble or rock had to be softball size to keep the rusty   

 crayfish and the goby out but still allow the spawned fish eggs to drop down between the rocks into a safe  

 place for natural development in a highly oxygenated shoreline area.   

 

 The DNR decided the Pentwater shoreline site was worthy of the project when Mr. Claramunt came to the   

 site last November 10-11 and set underwater cameras on the rock for three hours and then set nets over  

 night. The cameras revealed lake trout spawning, and the nets allowed menominee, whitefish, and a cisco   

 to be checked for spawning activity. The results were positive for the 12-foot-deep shoreline area.  Jay  

 Wesley said that the position of a manager for the Pentwater-Ludington Reef Project will be filled by the   

 end of July.   

 

 Projects like this will allow the DNR to lighten the load of its hatchery work and allow native 

 species of the Great Lakes to have more success spawning naturally. This is another step the 

 DNR has taken to support the Shore to Consumer program being promoted in the area.  
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 High Water and Colder Conditions Reduce Spring Floating Vegetation  

  By Joe Primozich 
      

 For the last two years, the pattern in Pentwater Lake has been known for the aquatic plants to have    

 grown so rapidly by July that boat activity and marsh runoff resulted in cut plants floating wherever the   

 wind took them, often depositing them in large “rafts.”  Last year a raft of vegetation settled in at the   

 Boathouse dock and shoreline (at the east end of the lake); it restricted the commercial use of that area   

 and also inhibited kayak use for the river mouth by Pentwater Outfitters.  One week prior to July fourth     

 last year, the decision was made to chemically spray the floating vegetation to eliminate it. In November, 

 a group of Pentwater Lake riparians created a petition to ask for a non-chemical means of treating any  

 floating vegetation for 2017.  Seventy riparian households and four businesses and associations signed  

 the petition and sent it to the Pentwater Lake Improvement Board (PWLIB).   

 

 This year’s high water and colder temperatures have helped reduce floating vegetation, and two chemical   

 treatments for growing invasive aquatic plants made on June 13 and 29 have been instrumental in  

 reducing plant growth in the lake.  As of this writing, some floating vegetation has appeared, but no  

 noticeable rafts to restrict shoreline use have been noted; therefore the PWLIB has not had to take any  

 action on floating vegetation.   
 

 

 High Water Creates Changes and Challenges                                                    
                                                                         By Joe Primozich 

 

 

 With the forecast from the Ludington newspaper saying that water levels will rise two more inches in   

 June, Pentwater Lake has not seen its highest water mark for the summer. Since April, the water rose   

 eight inches in the month of May at the east end of the lake by Long Bridge. This means the marsh is   

 also impacted. Following are some of the pluses and minuses of this year’s high water. 
  

 On the up side, the marsh is full of water into its bayous, creating the best nursery for northern pike,   

 muskie, and various rough fish. The young of the year have many places to hide, feed, and grow.  High   

 water also helps the turtles more easily find access to sunny spots and egg-laying areas. The vegetation   

 is not as easily cut by motor boat and prop action as when the water is lower, so there is less floating                     

 vegetation than in the past two years. Higher water also eliminates the need for extended dock sections   

 required on some shorelines in lower-water years. 

 

 On the down side, the high water has risen above the level of some permanent wooden docks, and at least   

 two of them have broken up and begun floating on the lake in 10-foot sections. Fortunately, four of those    

 sections have been rounded up and removed, no longer presenting a dangerous navigational hazard. The   

 water level has risen to within eight inches of the road crossing at Long Bridge. One of the culverts by    

 the Boathouse restaurant has started to back up and shows signs of washout next to the road. This is an   

 MDOT road concern and the agency has been contacted. Water in the marsh is held back up to a mile on   

 the south branch of Pentwater River. This has caused the drowning and death of a half mile of tag elder   

 previously growing at the base of the high ground along the marsh; this area can be seen by the red barn   

 at riverside. Then there is the concern for you riparians: Heavy rains with high lake storm currents can   

 cause the undermining of seawalls or waterfront barriers. Look for soft areas or sink holes in your    

 yards. Rock placed at the base of your seawall can mitigate that wave action problem. 

 

 Summer officially arrived June 21st, so whether it’s high or low, enjoy the lake as water is our greatest   

 natural resource in Pentwater. 
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PLA  OFFICERS 

 

President, Lynne Cavazos 

Vice-President, Joe Primozich  

Secretary, Candi Goldman 

Treasurer, George Richey 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 

 

AnnaMae Bush 

Patrick Hooyman 

Mac McCaleb   

Mike Peters 

Tom Osborn                

             

             

 

Committees 

 
        Natural Resources               Joe Primozich 

        Water Quality                     Tom Osborn  

        Social                Lynne Cavazos 

        Membership                Mac McCaleb 

        Publicity                Pat Hooyman        

        Newsletter Editor               Barb Siok   

        Website                George Richey  

      

      A special “Thank You” to Norma Oly for playing a  

       big role in the Strawberry Social and Newsletter and    

       as Membership Chair; among countless hours of  

       volunteering and doing other behind the scene work.  

                            Norma will truly be missed.  

~ 

For more information about a committee or to get involved  

contact Lynne Cavazos at 231-869-5939  or 

lcavazos5939@charter.net 
 

Website:  www.pentwaterlakeassociation.org  

 

Pentwater Village Council 

Jeff Hodges, President 

Jared Griffis 

Peter Dunlap 

Don Palmer 

Dan Nugent 

Pam Burdick 

Michelle Angell-Powell 

Chris Brown, Village Manager 

Dick Hutchings, Marina Manager 

Colleen Moser, Clerk/Treasurer 

Barb Siok, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 

 

Pentwater Township Board 

Chuck Smith, Township Supervisor 

Sue Ann Johnson, Clerk 

Janice Siska, Treasurer 

Mike Flynn, Trustee 

Pat Ruggles, Trustee 

 

Oceana County Sheriff’s Department 

Marine Deputy Tim Simon  

  

 

Officers and Board Members for the 2017-2018 year                         

(from left to right)   
 

   Directors Patrick Hooyman, and Tom Osborn,                     

   Treasurer George Richey, President Lynne Cavazos,                               

   Vice President Joe Primozich and Director Candi Goldman. 

  

   Absent: Directors:AnnaMae Bush, Mike Peters and Mac McCaleb 

 

mailto:wsbainton@aol.com
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PENTWATER LAKE ASSOCIATION 
 

 

“For the love of the Lake”                                                   
                 P.O. Box 825     

                                                            Pentwater, Michigan 49449 
 

 

Membership Application             PENTWATER LAKE Membership Application              

            
        ______ Renewal                                                                      _______ New Member              

“For the love of the Lake”                                                   
                  Pentwater, Michigan 49449 

  Date_________________ 

 

 

  Applicant Name: ________________________________  Spouse: _________________________________ 

  

 

  Local Address:           Street______________________________________ 
   

  

   City_______________________                      State_______                         Zip___________ 

 

 

  Mailing Address:      Street___________________________________     
  

   

   City_______________________                     State_______                         Zip___________ 

 

 

  Phone(s):  Local______________________________________       

        
 

      Mailing/Home _______________________________________ 
 

 

  Email Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 

  Email Newsletter (In Color) ____ or  Mail Hard Copy Newsletter via P.O. (Black & White) ____   
 

  Dues:  Yearly Family Membership (one vote), from July 1 through June 30 . . .  . . . . . . . . .     $ 30.00 

             

         Subscription to Michigan Riparian Magazine, published quarterly (optional) $12.00 .     $ ____.__ 

 

        Total (Make check payable to:  Pentwater Lake Association, Inc.). . . . . . . . . . .      $ ____.__   
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Permission is granted to reprint material in this newsletter. 

Please give written credit to the “Pentwater Lake Association Newsletter.” 

        Published and distributed by 

    Pentwater Lake Association 

      P.O. Box 825 

        Pentwater, MI   49449 

     Venetian Boat Parade 

      Photo by Barb Siok 


