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Historically, mink have been in Pentwater long  

before the village of Pentwater was ever founded 

and settled.  As settlements developed on      

Pentwater Lake, people were drawn to trap fur 

bearers for their valued shiny pelts.  The pursuit 

of mink by trappers reached an all time high in 

1980 when trappers received up to thirty dollars 

for a wild mink pelt.  At that time, the well 

known trappers of Pentwater were brothers Art 

and Ford Reed, and Wade Maynard. 

Today, fur prices have dropped to a low of ten dollars.  Trapping has become a fun     

pastime and has slowed down.  Thus, the mink have reestablished themselves in good 

numbers in their native waterways, the Pentwater Lake and River.  Favoring wetlands 

and edges of streamside habitat, mink are rarely seen in upland woods.  So with that 

said, perhaps if the mascot of Pentwater, the falcon, was ever questioned or opened to 

debate, the mink should be considered. 

The mink is known as a ―Jack of all Trades.‖  In the wild he is a climber, swimmer,   

diver, slider, and has the agility and speed of an otter.  So both the mink and otter seem 

to coexist around the branches of the Pentwater River.  Mike Flynn, a south branch  

river resident, has seen both animals on his property during the winters over the past 

10 years.  Mink can dive 18 feet down, swim 100 feet under water and  up to 2 miles an 

hour.  They are agile afoot and always seem to be close to an escape route or cover.  In 

Michigan their diet is known to include 6 types of fish, red squirrel, flying squirrel, 

ducks, frogs, snakes, insects, crayfish, pheasant, ruffed grouse, and domestic chicken.  

Bill and Sue Bainton saw a female mink this summer dragging a fish as large as she 

was, up the yacht club dock.  Mink are only behind the red fox and raccoon in preying on 

ducks and their nests.  Year round the mink mainly eats mice and muskrats.  This 

would imply that they can be an asset to us, until they develop a taste for chicken. 

With the mink being seen commonly this summer around Pentwater’s waterfront, they 

appear to be making their strongest showing in the Pentwater Lake area in recent 

times.  By taking a look at the family behavior of the mink we can understand why.  The 

solitary adult mink have many separate dens, with the female having one den site to 

raise her young.  The male has many den sites in its range of several miles.  Twelve inch 

round dens are commonly in burrows or hollow logs with beddings of grasses, fur, fibers, 

and feathers.  Minks reside in rocks, banks, and under buildings.  No wonder sightings 

of  families living under the old boathouse across from the Boathouse Bar and Grill and 

the Yacht Club were common this summer.  To keep track of other mink in their area, 

mink have anal scent glands with which they leave a trail of who they are and where 

their territory is located.   
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Mating occurs between February and April with an average 32 days of development, or gestation, before birth for the 3 

to 10 young.  Normally, 5 hairless and blind young are common in the single annual litter.  In mink, the amount of light 

is the key factor that can delay development for up to 79 days in gestation, while still allowing the normal birthing to 

occur in May.  The young of the year are cared for by mom alone until August, when the family structure is abandoned 

and the young are on their own.  August of this year coincided with the sightings of three young dead mink on the roads 

down by Long Bridge, and below the hill on Monroe Road by Jim MacGregor.  The life expectancy of mink is up to 3 or 4 

years.   In that time, the entire population of mink in an area will change over.  The high density of mink populations in 

marshes is 9 to 16 per square mile, and up to 22 per square mile in areas of 

ideal food supplies.  To keep these numbers in check, the mink’s natural  

predators are the great horned owl, coyote, red fox, bobcat and the domestic 

dog.  These all contribute to the successful balance of nature for the mink in 

Pentwater. 

Also in August a common predator of the mink was found dead one morning 

on the road at the corner of Long Bridge and Monroe.  It was a juvenile great 

horned owl, shown in the adjacent picture.  The conclusion could be made 

that this owl was in pursuit of a mink crossing out of the marsh at night and 

met it’s end in the headlights of a vehicle.  With no evidence in it’s talons as 

to what it was after, the rest of the story will remain a mystery.   

Frequent observations of mink in Pentwater this summer have indicated that at least four families were raised around 

the lake.  The Boathouse Bar and Grill has had a history of  mink living under the old shoreline boathouse, with easy 

access to the marsh for them.  Boathouse diners have had chances to see not only mink but other wildlife, from bald 

eagles to grey fox this year.  Other locations for a mink family have been Calico Bay, where Monroe Road follows the 

lakeshore coming into town, and the Big Bayou.  The one that got the most attention though, was the mink family with 

3 babies that located themselves under the Yacht Club.  According to Sue Bainton, this mother often introduced her 

young to the club members while teaching them the strategies of hunting.  She was not typical by doing this  during the 

daytime, or was she just moving her mink babies back under the Club when they were disturbed from sleeping in a   

sailboat?  For that, you can just ask Dave Rozeman or Gary Nicholson.  So don’t be alarmed if you see the dark brown 

sleek-bodied animals by the rocks on the Pier’s ends, by the docks of the Yacht Club or the  marinas, or by the roads 

that interconnect our lakeshore.  You’re not seeing rats, they are the mink of Pentwater. 

MINK OF PENTWATER, continued from page 1 

    THANK YOU…to the members who gave their time, talents and expertise to 

assist and support all of the activities and events of the PLA this year.  You are what make 
Pentwater such a special place!  Whether you worked on lake water testing, wrote articles for 

and edited the newsletter, took photos, addressed and mailed newsletters, worked on the 
strawberry shortcake social, did publicity, participated in meeting planning and setup, chaired    

committees, did post-meeting cleanup, or helped in any other way, we say a most sincere thank you!                                   
(If we have inadvertently omitted your name, please accept our apologies and let us know at 231-869-5728.) 

We love our 

volunteers! 

Joyce Anderson  

Paul Anderson 

Bill Bainton 

Sue Bainton 

Jeanne Bentley 

Julie Burdick 

Lynne Cavazos 

Judy Coburn 

Terry Coburn 

Caroline Denlar 

Connie Gillette 

Beverly Kelly 

Charlotte Lindstrom 

Ken Lindstrom 

Marilyn Maaseidvaag 

Jim MacGregor 

Kareen Monton 

Tony Monton 

Carol Nauta 

Hank Oly 

Norma Oly 

Tom Osborn 

Denny Owens 

Bernie Platte 

Sharon Platte 

Joe Primozich 

George Richey 

Jerry Saylor 

Bob Shrauger 

Karen St. Denis 

Richard St. Denis 

Ron Steiner 

Chuck Timmer 

Kathy Timmer 

Don VanZile 

Duane Vernon 
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As I’m writing this, it’s the early evening of another beautiful October day.  

Not a cloud is to be seen and the stars are going to be brilliant, the         

temperatures are mild, and the leaves are in the opening scenes of their 

fiery finale.  It’s a perfect example of why this is the favorite time of the 

year for so many Michiganders.  The ever earlier arrival of dusk reminds us 

that the inevitable awakening of old man winter is not too distant.  And the 

Pentwater area is considerably quieter than just a few weeks ago, although 

the weekends have continued to be remarkably lively.  With the exception of 

a bit of nasty weather during the September Arts & Crafts Fair, our        

autumn has been a pleasant  extension of a downright gorgeous summer. 

 

It was a successful summer for Pentwater.  This again makes me consider what it means to be a part of 

Pentwater, and what the Pentwater Lake Association does and can do to help maintain our vital and 

unique character.  Our PLA motto, ―For the Love of the Lake‖, is well chosen, for it is this little jewel, 

with its deep, clean waters, its navigable entrance to Lake Michigan, its beautiful marsh at the          

confluence of the two Pentwater rivers, and our pretty beach at its juncture with the Big Lake, that 

forms the base around which the entire community revolves.  We strongly believe that a healthy      

Pentwater Lake is vital to a healthy Pentwater, and that an active Pentwater Lake Association         

contributes to the health of both.  We invite any and all of a like mind, regardless of where you live, to 

join us. 

 

We are apolitical and don’t court controversy.  However, the proposed Aegir Wind Project required a  

position and a    response.  It was abundantly clear that the vast majority of our membership was very 

much opposed to this proposal, and our board took a clear and unanimous stance against the project.  

Critically for Pentwater, the project has been defeated, and is gone….for now.  Fittingly, that word came 

down just in time for Pentwater’s Homecoming, the day of the Band Concert and the PLA’s annual 

Strawberry Social.  We had a great turnout again and the event, thanks to all the volunteer efforts,   

netted the association about a thousand dollars.  This is our only fundraiser.  Our miserly dues of only 

$25 per year and our Strawberry Social proceeds fund the association, and we are determined to return 

every bit in   support of projects and activities that benefit the lake and the community.  We conduct an 

extensive water sampling  effort of the lake and its tributaries every year to monitor its health.  The  

labor and the boats are donated, but the lab fees are costly.  We voluntarily monitor the nuisance  

aquatic weed control program on behalf of Pentwater Lake Improvement Board.  We have contributed, 

with a cash contribution and landscaping funding, to the village’s grant efforts which resulted in a  

striking new fishing pier near the Dinghy Dock.  You’ll see our new bench, receptacle and landscaping 

next spring.  We provided funds to help the Oceana County Sheriff Department win a grant to obtain a 

high performance rescue boat stationed in Pentwater’s marina.  This is an important emergency         

response asset right on our lake, and it has already proven its value on numerous occasions.  We have 

contributed to the remarkable effort the  village tree committee has put forth replacing, in an intelligent 

and diversified manner, the many trees the village lost in the big blow a few years back.  We have     

contributed to the Amicus Brief put forward to support the state’s fight to keep the Asian Carp out of 

Lake Michigan.  We have a keen interest in Pentwater’s plans to finally renovate its sewage treatment 

system and are monitoring its development, especially from a water quality perspective.  We will most        

definitely continue to monitor, to support and to serve, and if you don’t already belong to this         

worthwhile association, we would love your involvement. 

   Message from the President 
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Strawberry Shortcake on the Village Green 

The annual PLA Strawberry Shortcake Social was a smashing success this year with close to 600 people 

enjoying a delicious shortcake topped with ice cream, strawberries, and whipped cream at $3.00 per  

serving. The weather was exceptionally warm and our cold water was a big hit. 

The Strawberry Shortcake Social was held on the Thursday  evening of  Homecoming Weekend before 

and during the special concert of the combined Village and Clown Bands at the Village Green. The lively 

entertainment drew hundreds of residents and visitors to the Village Green along with the promise of 

our  delicious strawberry shortcakes. 

A special thank you goes out to the volunteers who helped: Paul & Joyce Anderson, Jeanne Bentley,    

Julie Burdick, Lynne  Cavazos, Terry & Judy Coburn, Connie Gillette, Carol Nauta, Hank & Norma Oly, 

Denny Owens, Bernie & Sharon Platte, George Richey, Kathy & Chuck Timmer and Duane Vernon . 
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 Pentwater's Artist Palette 
    …...Our Continuing Series on Pentwater Artists by Norma Oly 

 

"I only call myself a budding artist,"  says Norbert "Norb" Capistrant with the serious facial expression of a deeply 
thoughtful man.  "I'll never be in a league with the Becky Taylors or Maxine McLeods of Pentwater...but I really enjoy 
learning and studying the techniques they use as water-colorists."  Norb had just finished a watercolor class with Becky 
Taylor and about ten other students this week, and was very proud of the shading processes he had used on the lovely 
peach flowers on which he was working.  Like all of the artists I've spoken with over the years, Norb is exceptionally  
modest and humble, and although he has been doing water colors for just over a year, the 
former General Motors mechanical engineer has been drawing and sketching ever since he 
was a young boy growing up in Pontiac.  During his thirty-seven years at the Pontiac Motor 
Division of GM in production engineering and marketing, Norb used his design talents      
including perspective and proportion for his work in the auto industry.  One of his very first 
watercolor works is called "Gone but not Forgotten."  The brightly colored watercolor of    
mile-stone GM cars hangs over Norb's desk in the modest studio of his Apache Hills home.   

 

Norb and wife Cheryl, have lived in Pentwater for the past six years, having retired here from 
Clarkston.  Cheryl, a former Kindergarten teacher, and Norb had been to Pentwater many 
times on visits with their Clarkston neighbors, Judy and Terry Coburn  (see Artist's Palette in 
Summer Issue).  The two couples have known each other for over forty years, and enjoy golf 
outings, U of M football, and spending winter months in Sarasota, Florida near one another.   

 

He designed their retirement home after purchasing their Apache Hills lot, and it took Norb another five years to sign up 
for his first real art class in the fall of 2009 for formal training.  "Although I often assisted Cheryl with school art projects, 
I've never had any formal art    training," states the University of Michigan graduate.  "I enjoyed painting so much, that I 
enrolled in classes last winter in Florida as well."  In one year's time he has painted flowers in still life, has done        
close-ups, painted animals, landscapes and buildings.  It didn't take him long to become a prolific water colorist and this 
summer he was invited by the Pentwater Arts Council and the Garden Club to paint "en plein air" as part of the 'Blooming 
Art' garden tour.  His beautiful geranium painting was completed within about four hours that afternoon and was also part 
of the silent auction that evening to  benefit the newly formed Pentwater Arts Council. 

 

"While in Florida last winter," says Norb, "I found a great way to have my paintings 
printed from the originals, and Cheryl urged me to create notecards from them. 
She's also been after me to paint some scenes of Pentwater, and I've already 
sketched some ideas to work on this winter."  Norb says there is so much to learn 
about creating watercolors, and he's currently working on painting skies using  
several shades of the same color.  "The different processes that can be used to 
create skies are amazing," he explained. He even bought some artist-created 
DVD's to study additional techniques this fall. 

 

The father of one son in Michigan and one daughter in Florida, also dotes on his 
grandchildren. "My granddaughter is a junior at Grand Valley State University, and 

I painted this white tiger for her room," he said as he showed me the  gorgeous 14" x 18" watercolor print.  "I try very 
hard to capture the cuteness and personality of each animal." The original watercolor of neighbor Jerry Saylor's (former 
PLA President) dog looks exactly like him.  "I have given away several works as gifts, but I haven't thought of selling   
anything locally yet."  Norb enjoys painting houses and buildings and is open to creating watercolors of people's homes; 
the detail with which he paints is stunning. 

 

"Living in a place like Pentwater, filled with so many talented artists, keeps me  inspired and motivated," states Norb, "but 
I'm like a mere bud to their full-bloomed flower."  I think Norb has a long career awaiting him here in Pentwater, and I 
can't wait to see what he does with his watercolors after his second year of study!  Those interested in having their     
animals, homes or cottages painted from photographs in beautiful watercolor can reach him in Pentwater at 
231.869.4179, or from November through April at 941.925.3763, or via email at candncap@msn.com.  This "budding" 
artist has definitely bloomed! 

javascript:void(0)
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 NEWS AROUND TOWN….     BY LYNNE CAVAZOS 

Christmas in Pentwater 

Christmas activities in Pentwater will 

kick off on November 27th at 5:00 PM 

with a visit from Santa and treats and 

presents for the children.  Christmas in 

the Village is a month-long celebration 

of the holiday season in Pentwater.   

Merchant Open houses will be held on Saturday,         

December 4th and Sunday, December 5th at local         

boutiques,  galleries and shops.  Refreshments, food, and 

in store  specials help you find the perfect gift for         

everyone your list.  Also on Saturday, December 4th, the 

Pentwater   Public School will host the Annual Christmas 

Craft Fair from 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM. 

 

A Welcomed New Sidewalk 

A new sidewalk has been completed 

between Hancock and Division Streets 

along the Gustafson Building. This 

will ensure that  residents and visitors 

can walk safely to the businesses on 

West 2nd Street in the Pentwater 

Place Building . 

 

Thank You and Best Wishes – Frankie!  

The Pentwater Lake Association would like 

to congratulate Frankie Tomczak on her 

recent retirement as the Pentwater Village 

Clerk/Treasurer.  Frankie has been in this  position for 

the past eleven plus years and during that time she has 

been a major source of support and information to the 

Lake Association’s Board of Directors and its members. 

 

Community Dinners are Back in Pentwater 

The Wednesday Community       

Dinners  have returned to           

P e n t w a t e r  f o r  t h e 

Fall/Winter/Spring seasons.  The     

dinners are held every Wednesday 

from 4:30 PM – 6:00 PM at the  

Centenary United Methodist 

Church at 82 S. Hancock Street.  

Come support this community-wide  program and enjoy a 

delicious meal with friends.  Donations accepted. 

 

Update on the Boardwalk Project:  

The Pentwater Downtown      

Development Authority (PDDA) 

is moving forward with the 

Boardwalk Project that will   

extend between Charlie’s Marina 

a n d  S n u g  H a r b o r .   

Grant applications have been      

submitted to Coastal Zone    

Management and to the Land 

Trust to secure funding for a proposed boardwalk.  It is 

looking favorable that the Village may receive funding for 

the project in the future with a proposed timeline for    

completion of 2012. 

 

 

Pentwater Auto Services – Monroe Road 

A new auto services    

center will be opening the 

end of October at 3700 

Monroe Road. The new 

owners are Chris Trevino 

and Brock Trevino of 

Hart. The brothers will 

be working together to 

provide a full range of 

services for both domestic and foreign vehicles (BMW, 

Subaru, Toyota, Volkswagen,) 

Chris has ten years of auto service in the area and is 

Master ASE     Certified. Brock has worked part-time in 

auto service for the past seven years. Pentwater Auto 

Services will provide the following: oil changes; tire   

replacement and repair, steering and suspension, 

brakes repair and replacement. Rides are available up-

on request as is  vehicle pick-up. 

Pentwater Auto Services will be open from 8:00 AM – 

6:00 PM on Monday through Friday and 9:00 AM – 5:00 

PM on Saturday. Sunday by appointment. 

When you need auto services please consider this      

full-service, conveniently located new business. 

 

Continued on page 7 
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Launch Sites for Kayaks & Canoes  

Kayaks and Canoes can be launched from the following sites 

into Pentwater Lake:  

 

Lake Street Junior Sailing Site:   

From the beach area where the Junior Sailing Program is 

located.  Parking available in the single parking  spaces on 

the East side of the lot – not in the large  spaces designed for 

vehicles with trailers.  If space is available, a kayak or canoe 

can be stored at this site, with a permit, for $35 for the     

sea- son. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Village Marina Site: 

From the launch area at the South end of the Village  Marina 

near Snug Harbor is a small launch area.  Parking is      

available at the Village Marina.  If space is available, a    

kayak or canoe can be stored at this site, with a permit, for 

$50 for the season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NEWS AROUND TOWN…     BY LYNNE CAVAZOS 

        Continued  

MONROE ROAD LAUNCH 

JUNIOR SAILING LAUNCH—LAKE ST. 

 

 

Longbridge Road/90 Degree Bend Site: 

From the launch area on Longbridge Road (South side 

of the Pentwater Lake at the 90 degree bend) is a wide 

launch area with a dock.  Limited parking is available 

near the launch site with no storage facility available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kayaks and Canoes can be launched from the following 

site into the Pentwater River:  

 

Monroe Road – Before the Pentwater River 

Bridge 

A launch area is available on the South side of the road 

just before the Pentwater River Bridge and before the 

Red Barn.  This area has limited parking space with no 

storage facility available. 

 

 

 

 

VILLAGE MARINA LAUNCH 

LONGBRIDGE RD/90 DEGREE 

   BEND LAUNCH 
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    ON THE AGENDA 

 

The executive board of the Pentwater Lake Association meets the third Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 p.m. at the Pentwater Village Hall, 327 So. Hancock Street.  Meetings are always open to our         
  members.  Matters discussed at recent meetings include: 

 

July 20  Newsletter Committee:  Karen St. Denis and the Newsletter Committee were given accolades for the 
  Summer Newsletter which was the first issue with our new editor. 

  Membership:  George reported that we currently have 232 members this year which is up from 215  

  last year. 

  New Business:  The deteriorating condition of the Red Barn canoe and kayak launch ramp was  

  discussed.  Joe is looking into the possibility of forming a partnership with the DNRE, MDOT, PLIB  

  and the PLA to determine funding sources for repairing the gullies at that site. 

August 17 Strawberry Shortcake Social:  The Association's only fundraiser netted over $1000 this year  

  and over 600 people were served.  Lynne thanked the eighteen PLA members who worked on this 
  year's event. 

  Natural Resources:  Joe Primozich was nominated to be the new Chair of this committee. He  

  noted that last month MSU had set turtle traps for twenty hours near Longbridge Road to count the 
  types and numbers of turtles in the Pentwater Lake habitat. 

September 21 Dingy Dock Beautification:  Lynne and Carol submitted a proposal for the beautification of the  

  Fishing Pier/Dinghy Dock area which would include planting a dwarf tree and decorative grasses,  

  and placing a bench and refuse receptacle at the site next spring. 

  Natural Resources:  The board discussed the mink families that have been present along the  

  shoreline near the PYC and the south side near Chester Street.  Joe believes there are at least  

  four mink families residing on Pentwater Lake. 

 

  

Important Dates for Your Calendar 

      October 20:    Village Leaf Pick-up Begins (approximate date) 

      October 30:    Halloween on the Green – Village Green at noon 

      October 30:    3rd Annual Spooktacular & Parade – Cenzo’s 4 PM 

      October 30:   Recycling Center Closes at 6 PM until April 2011 

      November 27:   Festival of Lights Weekend 

      November 27:    Pentwater Tree Lighting &  Santa’s Arrival on Village Green- 5PM 

      December 1 – 31: Christmas in the Village – Downtown Pentwater 

      December 4:  Christmas Craft Fair 9AM – 4PM, Pentwater School Gym 

      December 4-5:  Merchant Open Houses – Downtown Pentwater 

      ALL YEAR:  Bingo Every Friday Night, 6:30 PM  VFW Hall 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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 A Special Welcome to Colleen Moser 

 

The Village of Pentwater has hired Colleen Moser as the Clerk-Treasurer, 

replacing Frankie Tomczak who retired in August of 2010.  Colleen brings 

with her to this position a strong educational background with an          

Associates Degree in Accounting and a BA in Business Management and  

Organizational Development.  She likewise has valuable business          

experience having worked in bank tax preparation and in her own          

accounting service. 

Colleen moved to Ludington in 2002 and lives there with her two wonderful children.  Her daughter is    

a student at West Shore Community College majoring in Art with plans to attend Kendall School of       

Design in Grand Rapids.   Her son is a junior at Ludington High School. 

Colleen is enjoying her work as Clerk/Treasurer and finds it wonderful to be out working with people  

after being self-employed and working alone.  One of the challenging aspects of the Clerk/Treasurer    

position is the wide variety of tasks, including computer repair and technology support, filing and       

accounting, and overseeing the many Village activities that occur on Village property. 

Next time you are in the Village, stop by and introduce yourself to Colleen.  She would love to meet you. 

             Oceana County Native – New Chamber Director  

 

Deanna (Weaver) Helmlinger, Pentwater’s new Chamber Director was born and 

raised in Hart and spent her summers in Pentwater.  She has a passion for Oceana 

County and the Village of Pentwater. 

Deanna is married to Thad Hemlinger and they own and manage Courtland Carriage 

House, a bed and breakfast in downtown Hart.  She has three children:  Ross - 20 

years old and in the Air Force, Tyler -18 years old and a senior at Hart High School, 

and Melissa  - 16 years old and Sophomore at Hart High School.  She also has a stepdaughter, Tiffany, 

who is 21. 

Deanna’s professional background and experience is well suited to her new position.  She began her    

career in the computer industry twenty years ago and has experience as a program manager, project 

manager, and business  consultant with EDS. She is also currently the program manager for the Lake 

Michigan United  Methodist Camp.  In her position with EDS, she was responsible for understanding the      

vision and goals of the organization and ensuring that the employees and volunteers worked toward 

those goals. Deanna sees her role as Pentwater’s Chamber Director in much the same way. 

What Deanna enjoys most about her new position is the people she works with and the joy of   marketing 

such a wonderful place.  The business owners and chamber volunteers are pleasant to work with and  

really are ―out of the box thinkers.‖  ―What is challenging,‖ Deanna explains, ―but also what makes the 

position so much fun is all that I need to learn about all that goes on in Pentwater and the neighboring 

areas.‖ 

After October 9th (Oktoberfest) the Pentwater Chamber hours will be variable since Deanna’s position is 

part time and the volunteers will be off until spring.  Deanna can be reached for an appointment by   

calling her at (231) 869-4150 or by email.  traveinfo@pentwater.org.   Her office hours will be posted on 

the Chamber Door so stop in and see her. 

 

mailto:traveinfo@pentwater.org
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PLA OFFICERS 

President, Tom Osborn 

Vice-President, Lynne Cavazos 

Secretary, Norma Oly 

Treasurer, George Richey 

 

Board of Directors 

            Until June 2011             Until June 2012         

               Lynne Cavazos                Tony Monton               

               Norma Oly   Tom Osborn 

               George Richey                 Joe Primozich                  

                 

    Until June 2013 

            Bill Bainton 

   Beverly Kelly 

 Carol Nauta 

     

    

 

Committees 
        Natural Resources               Joe Primozich 

        Water Quality                     Tom Osborn        

        Social                Lynne Cavazos 

        Membership                Paul Anderson 

        Publicity                Norma Oly        

        Newsletter Editor               Karen St.Denis 

        Website                George Richey  

        Long Range Planning               Tom Osborn 

 

For more information about a committee or to get involved  

contact Tom Osborn at 231-869-2140 or 

 kitosborn@hotmail.com 

Website:  www.pentwaterlakeassociation.org  

 

 

Pentwater Village Council 

Juanita Pierman, President 

Jay Bryan 

Alvin Docter 

Jared Griffis 

Don Palmer 

Tom Sturr 

Marilyn Sullivan 

Jim Miller, Village Manager 

Dick Hutchings, Marina Manager 

 

Pentwater Township Board 

Charles Smith, Township Supervisor 

Barbara Burke, Clerk 

Janice Siska, Treasurer 

Mike Flynn 

Pat Ruggles 

 

Oceana County Sheriff’s Department 

Marine Deputy Tim Simon  

STANDING  LEFT TO RIGHT: 

Tom Osborn, Joe Primozich, George Richey, Lynne Cavazos, Norma Oly 

SEATED LEFT TO RIGHT: 

Bill Bainton, Tony Monton, Carol Nauta, Beverly Kelly 
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Membership Application              PENTWATER LAKE ASSOCIATION               Membership Application 

  P.O. Box 825 

 Pentwater, Michigan   49449 

 

Date                                                

Applicant Name:                                                              Spouse Name:   _____                                                                                      

Local Address:                  

Street                                                                        City                                          State           Zip                                   

Mailing Address:                             

Street                                                                        City                                         State            Zip       

Phone(s): Local (            )                                                     Mailing (             )    _______    

Email Address:                                                                                          

Dues:     Yearly Family Membership (one vote), from July 1 through June 30      $      25.00                  

      Subscription to Michigan Riparian Magazine, published quarterly (optional) $8.00     $          .__ 

     Total   (Make check payable to Pentwater Lake Association, Inc.)     $          .__ 

 

 

 

I’m Bill Bainton, a new member of the Board of  Directors of the Pentwater Lake 
Association. I’ve been spending summers in Pentwater since the mid 70’s, living 
on my sailboat in Snug Harbor for nine summers  until marrying my wife Sue in 
1986. We are now permanent year around residents of the  village. We moved 
here    permanently in 2007 after I retired from teaching math (with some science 
and phys ed) for 36 years and coaching football and track for 38 years at Chelsea 
High School in southeastern Michigan. I lived on a lake for part of my youth in 
Lake   Orion, Michigan and again for almost 10 years in Chelsea, so I have  never 
been far from the water. Sue is a graduate of Pentwater High School and lived on           
Pentwater Lake for a few years. She currently manages the Pentwater Junior     
Sailing Program. 

I have been a member of Pentwater Yacht Club for over 30 years and was          

commodore of the club in 2001.  We have been members of the Lake Association for three years. As a sailor, motor  

boater, kayaker, and occasional fisherman, I am concerned about the condition of the lake and watershed, and feel 

that being a member of the Pentwater Lake  Association Board is one way that I can contribute to its continued 

good health. The well being of the community is in part related to the health of the waters that surround it, so I feel 

that we all have a role to play in maintaining a healthy lake and watershed whether or not we own  lakefront    

property. A catch phrase that I like is “a clean and green environment is one of the biggest challenges we are faced 

with in our time.” It is a  privilege to serve on the board of the Pentwater Lake Association as we work toward meet-

ing that challenge. 

GETTING TO KNOW…. 

           BILL BAINTON 
Welcome    

Bill ! 
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