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                                              President’s Message 

                                                                                   By Lynne Cavazos 
 

 

 

 

        On September 19, 2018, I attended the public meeting at the Hart City Hall       

   Community Room to listen to a presentation on proposed Pentwater - Hart                    

   Bicycle Trail and gain a clearer understanding of the recreational and econom-     

   ic value of this trail to Oceana County and in particular to Pentwater and Hart.   
 

     With approval from the Pentwater Lake Association Board, I submitted the 

   following letter to the representative of the Oceana Road Commission.   

 

   The Pentwater Lake Association Board fully supports the development of the                       

   proposed Pentwater Hart Bicycle Trail. We ask that the Oceana County Road    

   Commission approve the use of the right-of-way along 72nd Ave, Harrison Rd,   

   North 68th Ave., Wayne Road, Long Bridge Road, Monroe Road and Sixth Street   

   in Pentwater.  The proposed Bike Trail would then connect to the trailhead of  

   the William Field Hart- Montague Bike Trail.    

 

   We believe that the Pentwater - Hart Bicycle Trail will be an amazing recrea- 

   tional asset to all of the year round residents in Oceana County and adjacent   

   counties and to the many summer visitors that come to our area.  

 

   The Pentwater Lake Association Board will also be an “active” member of the                

   Bicycle Trail Friends Group and will assist in maintaining the trail to the                      

   safety standards required by the local government agencies.  

 

   If you have not had the opportunity to attend one of the informational meetings,  

   I encourage you to do so.  You can also learn more about the Pentwater Hart   

   Trail by visiting the Pentwater- Hart Trail website: pentwaterhartbiketrail.com.   

   We can show our support for the Pentwater - Hart Trail Committee, chaired by    

   Claudia Ressel-Hodan, by SPREADING THE WORD.  

  

  SPREAD THE WORD (taken from the Website)  
 

     Tell your friends and family about the trail development efforts. Attend our  

   community meetings. Share this website. Like and Share the Pentwater –Hart   

   Trail Facebook page.  Use new releases found under our news tab in your  

   organizations communication.  There’s no better way to make an impact than  

   to become an active advocate yourself.  Join the Friends of the P-H Trail now  

   and make an impact! 

 

 

BECOME A  "FRIEND  OF THE TRAIL"  
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.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership:  Our current membership is at 241, 

up 6 members from our last report, and has been 

increasing each month as a result of encouragement 

from our active members. However, we anticipate 

losing several members this fall as we update our 

membership records for those who are leaving the 

area. Remember, you are our best promoter for new 

members and we appreciate your continued efforts 

to keep our membership strong. 
 

 

PLA Website:  Our website has 29 pictures of 

youth and their fish caught in Pentwater Lake                       

this summer. The pictures show the enjoyment                  

and excitement of catching a fish and having it                     

entered in the Youth Fishing Tournament spon-

sored by the Pentwater Lake Association. We                      

are continually updating the new website:                                 

pentwaterlakeassociation.com. Hope it provides 

you useful information about the Lake and area                

activities. As always, we invite your comments                     

and suggestions for improving the website. 
 

 

 

Natural Resources Report:  Joe Primozich 

reported with the last two rain storms of August 

28 and September 1, the Lake Michigan water level 

pushed back into Pentwater lake at times raising 

the water level up to 18 inches from where it was 

this summer with our dry weather. The high water 

in the marsh went back to running across lots and 

flowing through the cattails. Heavy vegetation due 

to low current and new standing areas of water 

have forced land mammals away from using the 

marsh for food or cover. On the south branch of                      

the river the water is held back for up to a 

mile. Wetlands shrubs like Tag Alder are being 

drowned out and also the invasive Phragmites 

grasses are being drowned as well with the high        

water. So take the good with the bad as we can                       

not control this round of changes on our wetlands. 

Mother Nature is in control and weather is a power-

ful force as the straight line winds just proved.  
 

The straight line wind storm snapped the tree the                        

eagle nest was in. For the second time in two years 

they will have to build a new nest or leave the                          

area. Let's see what happens after the holidays                                   

as that is nest building time.   

Modern Day Muskie Record 

                                               By Joe Primozich 

      On July 23, two diehard Pentwater Lake pike 

fisherman set out to catch and land a pike. With 

weather threatening rain, they talked of just going 

for an hour or so. Little did they know what would 

happen next.  he two fisherman, long time friends, 

Joe Primozich and Fred Cisler, would be                                

challenged several times with their fishing skills. 
      

      Twenty minutes into the trolling Fred hollered, 

"I have a good one," with rod bent over.  Joe 

watched as the line cut through the vegetation on 

the lake’s edge, and turned the boat to go out to 

deeper water. Once there, Fred said to get the 

net. Just then the fish went by the boat headed for 

the channel. Fred turned the fish and as it came in, 

it cleared the water going at least 6 feet horizontally 

from Fred to Joe. It was clear with red fins, Fred 

had a Muskie. A first of this size in Pentwater re-

cent history! Joe hollered, “Is he off?” and Fred with 

curved rod recovering from the aerial display said, 

“No, he is headed for the bridge.” The Muskie was 

in control as the 4th pass would prove. Fred's fish-

ing rod showed he was coming for the boat and then 

Joe put the motor in neutral as the line ran right  

by the prop. Joe grabbed the line and shoved it high 

for the safe passing of the boat. The Muskie tried 

to cut himself free. Fred's determination was evi-

dent or he was just having fun with this fish as he 

went by deep again but now more deliberate. Then 

Fred said, “I am going to lead him to you.” This was 

the 6th pass and the Muskie stopped under the mid-

dle of the boat. Joe said, “Lift him slowly.” Fred 

brought him slowly out at the surface to the net. 

When landing in the boat, the Muskie let his feel-

ings be known and jumped, cutting Joe's finger as 

he became airborne.  With a quick measure of  15 # 

and 37 inches both guys were surprised at their 

catch. Because it was 5 inches short of the DNR  

legal size limit for keeping one Muskie a year, the 

Muskie was immediately put back in the water and 

should still be swimming in Pentwater Lake.  

Talking to the local fishermen and the DNR, no one 

has recorded a Muskie of that size in Pentwater 

since the 1930s when the Coast Guard Station crew 

had a picture of a 38# Muskie they had caught. So  

if you see Fred, congratulate him on a job well done 

and for be-coming the next story of the fishing  

history of Pentwater.   (See Fred’s picture on page 3.) 
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Youth Big Fish Tournament Successful 

                                                        By Joe Primozich   

The 2018 Pentwater Lake Youth Big Fish Tourna-

ment ran from June 15 to August 15 this summer.  

The Pentwater Lake Association decided to develop 

another lake activity for youth but instead of 

through the school, this time it would be through 

parents or grandparents. The DNR fish regulations 

were followed so kids 16 and under were eligible to 

enter the tournament and did not need to have a 

license. All legally caught fish taken between the 

Longbridge Road and the end of the piers on the 

lake would qualify for the tournament. No registra-

tion was needed. Like the DNR’s Master Angler 

Program, only a picture texted in of a fish on a ruler 

for measurement was necessary. A call back to              

confirm the catch and the fish made the entry                  

complete. The largest fish by length received the 

trophy. Only one trophy was allowed per entrant. 

Twelve species of fish were caught with ties                             

receiving trophies as well.                                                        

Winners are listed below with a *.   

      The final results were as follows:   

Biggest for 2018-Carp - Brandon Fessenden*- 30 in.  

Sheepshead- Tyler Ellis* – 24.75 inches 

Bullhead - Ricky Shwake * - 11.5 inches 

Catfish - Ryan Goudswaard* - 23.5 inches 

Perch - Rory West- 11, Ricky Shwake-9, and  

Arrya Crisceone*- 8 inches 

Sunfish - Adam Deboni* & Blake Ellis*- 7 inches 

Bluegill- Lillie Madden* & Arica Russell*- 7.8 in. 

Crappie- Walter Burdick* & Caeley Aerts*- 11.5” 

Small Mouth Bass- Rory West*- 18 inches 

Large Mouth Bass- Ricky Schwake – 15 inches,  

Brogan Jessup*- 14.1 inches 

Rock Bass  -   Alec Peterson* - 9 inches 

Bowfin  -  Ashlyn Lawrence* 24.5 inches &                        

Avery Carson* 23 inches 

 

 

     

 

 

. 

              

     Brogan Jessup 

      14.1 LM Bass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Ashlyn Lawrence                      Caeley Aerts 

         1st dogfish                              1st crappie 

           Rory West                             Tyler Ellis 

          18” SM Bass                          1st Sheepshead 

     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            Fred Cisler 

                            15#                          37” Muskie 
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PENTWATER EVENTS * 

Calendar of Events - 2018  

                     Annual Oktoberfest: Friday & Saturday, October 12th & 13th 

           Oct. 12:  Bingo at VFW Hall, 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

          Oct. 12:  Comedy Night at Village Café & Pub – 9 PM 

          Oct. 13: Classic Car & Hot Rod Show - 10 AM- 3 PM 

       Oct. 13:  COVE Home Tour 10AM-4PM Tickets available: Homes & Village Green 

       Oct. 13:  Kids Activities 11 AM - 1 PM on the Village Green 

       Oct. 13: Food & Fun -11:30 AM – Midnight  (For details see Chamber Website) 

       Oct. 27:  Spooktacular Events (See PTW magazine or Chamber calendar) 

               Halloween on the Green - Village Green at 1:30 PM 

               Spooktacular Parade - NEW TIME! 1:00 PM (12:30 line up at Charlie’s Marina) 

               Merchant Trick or Treating - 12:30 - 2:30 PM 

            Oct. 31: Pentwater Village Trick or Treating:   6:00 PM – 8:00  PM  

                Oct. 31:  Recycling Center Closes at 6 pm today until April 2019 

                   Nov., 24:  Old Fashion Hometown Christmas 5:00 – 7:30 PM 

             Dec. 1:  Christmas Craft Fair – Pentwater Schools 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

    Dec. 8:  COVE Holiday Tea – Cottages Clubhouse 1:30 -4:00 PM  (Reservation required)   

*For additional details, see Pentwater Chamber of Commerce Website: 
 

  www.pentwater.org                    Or call the Chamber (231-869-4150)  

http://www.pentwater.org
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Spooktacular Weekend – October 27th  

 

Halloween on the Village Green 
 

Come to the Village Green—NEW TIME- 1:30 PM  

and enjoy a variety of activities to celebrate Halloween.   

Costume contests along with Face Painting,  

Pumpkin Painting, Sack Race,  

Great Pumpkin roll and Candy Bags.   
 

Storytime at Storybook Village takes place at 10:30 AM and 2:30 PM  

 

 

11th Annual Spooktacular Parade:  NEW TIME 
 

The Spooktacular Parade  

in downtown Pentwater will begin  

at 1:00 PM this year.   

  

The parade is sponsored by the Pentwater Chamber of Commerce.   

Parade registration is free and everyone is encouraged  

to participate.  It is open to businesses, organizations,  

school classes, individuals, families, merchants & pets.  

Line up (12:30 PM at Charlie’s Marina.  

 
 

Trick or Treating at Downtown Merchants 
 

Merchants will have lots of goodies and deals for everyone.   

Visit the Merchants for trick or treating  

from 12:30 – 2:30 PM - on Saturday 10/27   

 

October 31 

The Pentwater Fire Department will be having cider  

and donuts for all to enjoy at the Fire Barn  

(486 E. Park Street – Pentwater) 
 

Trunk or Treating - October 31st location  

in the Village of Pentwater to be announced  

at the Village Council meeting 

Watch for time & location on Village LED sign 

    

 

Make sure to be safe while Trick or Treating.   
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ANNUAL OKTOBERFEST/ 

CLASSIC CAR & HOT ROD SHOW     

    

Friday, October 12th and Saturday, 13th  

Oktoberfest in Pentwater has activities 

for everyone. Activities start on Friday 

night and wrap-up Saturday night. The 

Grand Sponsors are The Village Café and 

Pub and GGTM Law. Visit the  Pentwa-

ter Chamber website for more details: 

www.pentwater.org   

Friday, 10/12: 

6:30 – 7:30 PM  Bingo at VFW Hall   

9:00 PM – Comedy Night at Village Pub 
 

Saturday, 10/13: 

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM  COVE Home Tour  

10:00 AM – 3:00 PM Classic Car & Hot Rod Show 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM  Kids Activities on Village Green 

Noon – 2:00 PM Chili Cook-Off 

Noon – 5:00 PM  Corn Hole Tournament, Stein Hoisting 

5:00 – 7:00 PM Music at Village Café & Pub, Polka Dance 

and Chicken Dance contest 

9:30 PM – Live Music – Village Pub 

LIBRARY EVENTS 
 

October is  Frankenreads, we are celebrating the 200th                 

anniversary of Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein" along with         

several other Oceana Co. Libraries. 
 

So we have multiple copies of the book available for                    

checkout---and a list of events happening: 

Oct 12--Hart Library will show the 1931 Film at 6:30 at the 

Hart Community Center 

 

Oct 15 --Discussion with an Expert at 6:30 PM at Pentwater 

Township Library with Michael Johnson from Muskegon 

Community College with engage our patrons and discuss 

many aspect of the book. 

 

Oct 18---Trivia Night about the book at Pentwater at 6:00, 

bring your cell phone or an iPad 

 

Oct 25 --A book discussion Group at the Shelby Area                       

District Library at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Our Family Holiday Event:  

Monday, November 26 5:30 - 7 PM at the Township Library. 

We’ll have live Reindeer outside & hot cocoa for everyone.   

Also visiting will be Mrs. Claus in the multi-purpose 

room helping children decorate cookies. Santa will be there 

to take children's wish lists. He also has a special treat for 

each of them.    

OLD FASHIONED HOMETOWN CHRISTMAS 

November 24th, enjoy Old Fashioned Christmas festivities 

from 3:00 PM – 7:30 PM. Santa 

will arrive in a fire truck at 5 PM 

on the Village Green.  Cookies,               

hot chocolate and cider will be 

available for children.   

Christmas carolers from local 

churches will be singing, chestnuts 

will be roasting, and free horse 

drawn carriage rides available up 

and down Hancock Street.   

 

 

   Christmas Stories at                               

   Storybook Village                                

   (3:00 – 6:00 PM). 

 

 

   Merchant Open Houses,                           

   November 24 & 25th with                       

   refreshments and specials.   

   Shop local. Shop Pentwater! 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR-DECEMBER 1 

Come enjoy an impressive craft fair at Pentwater  

Public Schools from 9:00 AM – 3;00 PM. 

 

COVE HOLIDAY TEA:  A VICTORIAN NUT-

CRACKER HOLIDAY TEA-DECEMBER 8th 

The 11th Annual Holiday Tea to support COVE 

(Communities Overcoming Violent Encounters) will take 

place at the Cottages Clubhouse from 1:30 PM – 4:00 PM.  

Come enjoy an afternoon of music, a fashion show by Elise, 

and contests and raffles to support COVE. Reservations are 

required. For more information or to make a reservation 

contact Lynne Cavazos by phone at (231) 869-5939 or 

email:  lcavazos5939@charter.net  

 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING IN THE VILLAGE 

Pentwater’s shops, art galleries, and restaurants will be   

decorated for the holiday season and ready to assist you 

with your Christmas shopping needs.  Refreshments and               

in-store specials will make your shopping experience extra 

special. Businesses will be participating in a Christmas 

Decorating Contest.   
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   PERFECT WEATHER FOR THE PLA STRAWBERRY SOCIAL! 

   This year, the weather was ideal for the Strawberry Shortcake Social and the joint festive concert featuring the Scottville    

   Clown Band and the Pentwater Civic Band. The Strawberry Social, held at the Village Green on the first day of Homecoming,    

   is PLA’s major fund raiser. In addition to selling shortcakes throughout the evening, we also provided strawberry short  

   cakes for dessert at the Thursday Night Dinner at the Pentwater Yacht Club. With the help of Amy LaBarge and Ron Beeber,   

   donations were collected from PYC members and friends to support our fundraising efforts. With the work of the Social                       

   Committee Volunteers and donations from PYC, we netted just over $1,300. These funds are used to monitor and maintain  

   the health and welfare of the Lake, support local projects to enhance everyone’s enjoyment of Pentwater Lake, and to help  

   provide members with our quarterly newsletter and annual Directory.   

 

   A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR STRAWBERRY SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS ...  

   Every year, PLA members volunteer to help with the Strawberry Social.  It is always a “fun” way to support PLA and also 

   visit with friends and visitors who enjoy the delicious treat we serve.  
 

   Lynne Cavazos, Social Chair, and Caroline Denlar, dedicated member, worked together to organize the event this year.  

   We are grateful to all of the volunteers who helped with set-up, worked on the serving line, did “go-for” duties, and helped  

   out with takedown and clean up.  
 

   Thank You – Thank You to all of our volunteers: Mitch Schwass, Terry and Judy Coburn, Jeanne Bentley, Paul Anderson,   

   Hank Oly, Mac McCaleb, George Richey, Fred and Valerie McHugh, Joe Primozich, Patrick Hooyman, Norm and Rhonda   

   Shotwell, Jenna Winn, AnnaMae and Pete Bush, Michele and Kevin Dolle, John Faas, Julie Burdick and Betty Pleva,  
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NEW LAKE CHALLENGE—INVASIVE STARRY STONEWORT 

                                                                                                                                                      By Joe Primozich 

     First identified in 2006 in Michigan, starry stonewort, has spread at this time to lower Michigan counties  

       from Mason to Wayne. The algae is not rooted but floats and is an aggressive aquatic plant that develops a  

       dense mat and blocks out native vegetation, prohibits swimming, and prevents fish from spawning on shorelines.  

       The dense mats can grow from the bottom up to 3 or 4 feet and even to the surface. The mats in our lake seem  

       to reach 5 to 7 feet in depth and can not be waded through. They prevent fish from using the bottom to spawn   

       and do not allow for fish passage. Chemical treatment of starry stonewort is referred to as a  hair cut treatment.  

       It only impacts the top of the mat. The Lake Improvement Board had arranged for DASH to remove the mats of 

       starry stonewort. The diver assisted suction harvesting began on Sunday, September 16 and ended on the 20th.   

       The main benefit was that the 7 tons of starry stonewort were suctioned on to a pontoon boat and bagged. The  

       second gain is that the biomass of invasives were put on a DEQ approved land site and will not decay in the lake 

       adding to the muck buildup on the bottom. This is the first attempt to use DASH in controlling our growing list of  

       invasive aquatic plants in Pentwater Lake. Since not all of the infestation was cleaned up on the 26 cottage location,   

       more DASH work will have to be done this spring.   

 

          



9 

  October 2018      Pentwater Lake Association 

THE REAL ESTATE WORLD IN PENTWATER  
          Paul Anderson - Coldwell Banker Anchor Real Estate 

The year 2018 has been one of the most active, and perhaps 

the best year in real estate since before the crash in 2008.    

We, in the real estate business, have experienced a ten-year 

drought with many ups and downs in listings, sales, pricing 

strategies, and inventory status. The resort Village of Pentwa-

ter, and the surrounding areas, are typically 1 to 1 1/2 years 

behind the real estate curve of metropolitan markets, both on 

the upswing in the market, as well as the downswing. Much 

of the market, especially the higher priced properties, are       

influenced by the amount of discretionary income from peo-

ple that are looking for second homes, retirement homes, or 

investment opportunities. This type of market limits the num-

ber of buyers coming into the area, and that, coupled with 

lower than normal inventories and affordability issues, gives 

us a very volatile market. While 2018 will still be the strong-

est year for real estate purchases since 2006, the level is                   

lower than expected given the strength of the economy and 

real estate demand fundamentals. The 30-year fixed mort-

gage interest rate is expected to reach 4.8% by the end of 

2018, and 5.2% by the end of 2019. Those are still historical-

ly low rates compared to many experienced by home buyers 

in the past. 

The average list price in the Pentwater area has gone up                     

almost l0% from 2017 to 2018, and the average sale price has 

also increased l0% during the same two-year period. The                

average days on market (DOM) for properties in the area has 

dropped from 62 days to 57 days, and I expect by the end of 

2018, the number of DOM for a home will be even less. The 

home inventory (homes for sale in the market) in the area has 

seen a dramatic decrease in 2018. The normal inventory in 

the Village is 35 to 40 houses for sale at any one time, but 

this year the inventory numbers have hovered around 15 to 

20. That’s a 50% decrease in the number of houses for sale       

at any given time period. The Township has experienced 

about the same type of numbers. Some of this decrease is       

due to fewer homes coming up for sale just in the demo-

graphic average age cycle of the residents, but also partly due 

to the pent-up demand for homes in the resort market.      

Homes are selling at a faster pace than in years past. 

In actual numbers, so far this year 44 homes have sold in the 

Village and Township.  Last year (2017) nearly the same 

number sold for the same period. However, between now   

and the first of next year, we do most of our closings, and 

those haven't shown up yet. My guess would be that we will 

surpass 2017 in sales by at least 10%. My feeling, based on 

the robust economy, relatively low interest rates, and the high 

demand for vacation homes, is that we will see at least one 

more good real estate year in 2019, and hopefully beyond. 

            CHOICES FOR RIPARIANS  

                                                    by Joe Primozich  
To answer the questions of many riparians about what to do with 

the water front vegetation challenges on the lake this year, this 

summary article will be able to give an over view of the options 

you may take facing certain situations.  High water has increased 

the amount of vegetation that is growing in the lake as well as 

increasing the amount of area vegetation is growing in.  Ask for 

help in identifying what you have on your waterfront if it is a big 

nuisance. 

    Nuisance native aquatic plants are a decision left up to the 

shoreline owner to decide on how to remove them for their own 

recreational or personal swimming use.  You can use a weed roll-

er, rake, or hire a shoreline cleanup service.  Last summer several 

shorelines were cleaned up by local Kruger's Shoreline Ser-

vice.  Andy can be reached at 269-716-0305.  When pulling veg-

etation, put it on shore to dry and then remove it or bury it. 

     Floating vegetation mats arise from many sources.  With high 

water vegetation growth is taller and gets easily cut by water 

craft.  Heavy rains push mats of local vegetation down the river 

and out into the lake along with cattail clumps.  Water craft with 

high wave action on the seawalls can uproot wild celery and thus 

make this a surface nuisance.  The shoreline owner is the first 

responder to lift and set it on shore to make it dry out.  Next 

would be Patterson Marines floating vegetation pontoon.  This 

should be ready next season.  Another choice is hiring Krueger's 

Shoreline Service.   

     Invasive aquatic plants should be turned over to the control of 

the Lake Improvement Board.  At present there are two strategies 

being used.  The lake has had a history of 18 years of chemical 

treating Eurasian Milfoil and its hybrids.  Chemical treatment 

was used over the last three years for a new invasive called 

Cabomba.  The second strategy is to use DASH for starry stone-

wort mainly and milfoil if the budget allows.  This is diver assist-

ed suction harvesting heavily used for the algae, starry stone-

wort.  Chemicals only give the algae mats a haircut. The Lake 

Improvement Board was charged with the task of managing the 

control of only invasive aquatic plants and not any natives or 

shoreline invasives.  With the budget set next year at $70,000, 

the increased presence of invasives in our lake will need to have 

new technology to control it. 
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NEWS BYTES FROM HERE & THERE... By AnnaMae Bush 

PENTWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Chief Hartrum said the Police Cadet Program worked 

very well this summer.  The Cadets are back at school 

but remain on-call for special events and Hartrum ex-

pects to call them back next spring for another season.  

The Cadets maintained a booth at the end of Lowell 

street on busy weekends to distribute free bottles of 

water and to keep the heavy traffic flowing.  They 

gained exposure to diverse people and experiences that 

included helping a choking child on the beach.  They 

enjoyed the challenges and look forward to returning. 

Following the big windstorm of August 28, the police 

department, the fire department, and the village man-

ager began and continue an evaluation of their re-

sponse to the storm.  What could be done better when 

another similar crisis occurs?  How much can be ex-

pected from officers and from village staff when their 

crew size is minimal?  How can the village personnel 

cooperate with the township personnel to achieve a    

better response?  It’s easy to forget that “living in   

Pentwater” means much more than living downtown   

in the village.  Pentwater Township extends all the  

way to the border of Mason County and includes                   

many people who live on Bass Lake. That’s a large                   

geographic area to cover with a small staff. 

 

DOWNTOWN MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Jeff Hodges was instrumental in bringing                                

several good bands and individual musicians to                 

Pentwater for the first annual “SOL FEST” music                

festival last fall. It was one of several avenues explored 

for extending the business season. Keeping businesses 

open more of the year boosts our local economy.                         

Performances in this year’s “SOL FEST” began                         

September 21 at 6 PM and ended with a 7 PM show                  

on October 23.  Venues were the Village Café, the                    

Antler Bar, Gull Landing and the Village Pub.                      

This year the Arts Council took responsibility for the                           

finances of the music festival.  The Arts Council is                          

a 501c3 agency. As a non-profit it will channel any                

proceeds after expenses to Oceana County schools                            

for arts education. What a wonderful way to support 

not only our village, but also the children in the wider 

Oceana County community. 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY  

The bike share program worked really well by using 

phone texting to unlock the bicycles.  Storage space was 

found for the bicycles over the winter and they will be 

used again next spring and summer. 

The DDA is looking at a couple new ideas for the future.  

One is purchasing a sidewalk sweeper to help keep our 

sidewalks clean.  It would be a walk-behind tool, not a 

riding vehicle.  The second idea is finding a good place  to 

install an electric car charging station.  The DDA is also 

looking for a few interested residents to join the DDA. If 

you’re interested, please contact Jeff Hodges, chair, or 

any other committee member. 

SUMMER PARKING ISSUES 

Summer parking problems and possible solutions were 

aired at the August Zoning Committee meeting. But it’s 

a problem that involves more than zoning issues and 

needs to be approached from several angles. Any work- 

able solution will require cooperation from many parties. 

The Pentwater population multiplies  up to 10 times in 

the summer, but parking spaces do not increase. Retail 

employees and owners, residents living above retail  

spaces, local shoppers, marina users and tourists alike 

need to park their cars in the limited parking lots and on

-street parking spaces. Add a craft fair or other event 

into the mix, and the problem is exacerbated. A solution 

is crucial to the business of local shop keepers. One                  

creative option suggested at the zoning meeting was to 

find spaces away from downtown where shoppers could 

park and use a shuttle service to get to the shopping                 

district.  Another option suggested was to look at              

churches and schools close to downtown that might have 

parking spaces to “borrow” when the organizations did 

not need them. Each option had its own detracting                   

complications.  But people need to keep dreaming about 

possible solutions if one is ever to be found. 

ROAD REPORT—UPDATE  (Lockout is Over!) 

Chris Brown reports our Pentwater road construction 

project was on hold due to labor disputes with Michigan 

Infrastructure Transportation Association (MITA).  

MITA has locked out many of the state’s largest engi-

neering contractors, including Rieth-Reilly, the state’s 

largest supplier of asphalt.  Brown says the dispute has 

affected 140 projects across the state and put 14,000 em-

ployees out of work against their will.  We will need to be 

patient as completion dates can’t be confirmed. 
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 SURPRISE STORMS and STORM SURPRISES 

                                                           By AnnaMae Bush 

When a violent wind storm suddenly roared through 

Pentwater on Tuesday, August 28, it knocked out      

power to a very large area. From Lake Michigan to the 

east side of Hwy 31, residents saw uprooted trees, 

downed power lines, pontoon boats tossed or turned 

upside down, roads made impassable, and outdoor    

furniture blown into neighbors’ yards. Following the 

storm, Pentwater Lake provided support to residents 

in unusual ways. 

For residents at the end of Longbridge which was 

blocked in several places by huge, uprooted trees, the 

lake became a substitute road.  Residents unable to 

reach home by car parked their vehicles near houses 

of helpful volunteers who taxied stranded motorists 

home by using their boats.  Far more frequently the 

lake assisted residents who could not flush their toi-

lets – NOT as a substitute for a toilet!  But residents 

hauled buckets of lake water to their homes and 

poured it in their toilet tanks to enable flushing. This 

support was needed 4-5 days for residents on the 

south side of the lake whose power was not restored 

until late Saturday night or Sunday. 

While the storm wrought havoc and unbelievable tree 

damage, it also brought a surprising benefit.  That 

was seeing community members coming together to 

help each other in a multitude of ways. The Yacht 

Club, the Village Café and Cenzo’s donated considera-

ble amounts of refrigerated and frozen food that was 

grilled at the Yacht Club Wednesday night to offer 

hungry residents who made cash donations for the 

meal.  Indian Summers, a wholesaler of food products, 

voluntarily provided a refrigerated truck to the com-

munity and parked it at Shelby State Bank. They in-

vited local restaurants and residents to bring their 

food to the truck for safekeeping. As power was re-

stored, residents retrieved their food and brought it 

home.  The village manager secured a generator to 

install at the municipal marina and invited residents 

to use the marina showers. Homeowners who had gen-

erators invited neighbors to move in temporarily, come 

for a meal, take a shower, or even plug into the gener-

ator to share the power. Residents with trucks and 

chain saws added their muscle and machines to help 

the sheriff’s department and other officials remove 

trees and debris to clear the roads for motorists. Eve-

rywhere volunteers were helping neighbors remove 

tree limbs from roofs and yards. The dump had a con-

tinual line of trucks and trailers bringing debris away.  

The village manager hired a wood chipping company  

to pick up and chip brush that residents dragged to 

the curb. 

In addition, Pentwater was privileged to receive help 

from Rubicon, a national network of military veterans 

and emergency responders who volunteer to help 

when natural disaster strikes. They target veterans, 

disabled persons and low-income residents who can’t 

afford to pay for the help they need following a disas-

ter. Rubicon solicited names of residents who needed 

their help and stayed for a week to assist many local 

families with debris removal. The village manager 

secured cots from Red Cross to set up at the Friend-

ship Center so they had a place to sleep. Showers 

were available at the Fire Station and the community 

marina. Meals were provided by the Service Club,  

other organizations and grateful residents. 

Although everyone rejoiced when their power was  

restored, there were a few residents with special                

reasons to welcome the electricity. There were two 

weddings on Saturday, September 1. Pam Burdick’s 

daughter was married on the Village Green. Michelle 

Angell-Powell’s nephew was married on the beach and 

held a reception under a tent in Jeff Hodge’s back 

yard. Michelle’s nephew and his bride are both in the 

military and had guests fly in from Germany and 

around the world. While stress is a common accompa-

niment to weddings, these two events had an unusual 

amount of weather-related stress.  Fortunately, they 

could be held as originally scheduled, with power for 

lights, sound systems, and food service. 

Storm damage will be visible for a long time and 

homeowners will be busy cutting down damaged trees 

and splitting logs for firewood. Village Manager Chris 

Brown said the Pentwater community is amazing in 

the way residents care for one another and it is why 

he loves to work for the Village. “The way folks came 

together after this storm was just over the top.”  

Hopefully the spirit of community and the gratitude 

for helpful neighbors will thrive beyond the vestiges of 

our recent storm.  

 

 

 

 

 

Monroe Rd. Boat House icon!     Trees on power lines & garage. 
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Pentwater Green 

Schools Club 
 

 

Pentwater Green Schools Club 

By:  Erika Fatura  

   The Pentwater Green Schools Club participated in the Alliance for the Great Lakes                            

   September Adopt-a-Beach event at Charles Mears State Park Beach. This is the 15th                         

   year Pentwater Schools has participated. Students picked up litter on the beach and                                

   used data cards to record the types and number of items they collected. The information                       

   was tallied and sent to the Alliance to be compiled with all of the other groups who  

   participated across the state.  Some items that were collected included: 
 

180 cigarette butts 

48 food wrappers (candy, chips, etc.) 

40 bottle caps 

52 straws/stirrers 

10 beverage bottles (plastic) 

19 cigar tips 

446 Plastic pieces 
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   PLA Officers:             

   President: Lynne Cavazos            

   Vice-President: Joe Primozich  

   Secretary: AnnaMae Bush            

   Treasurer: George Richey     
 

 

  PLA Board of Directors: 

  Betty Pleva   

  Patrick Hooyman 

  Mac McCaleb 

  Mike Peters  

  Rich Pugsley 
 

 PLA Committees: 

  Membership: Mac McCaleb                                                                   

  Newsletter Editor: Barb Siok             

  Natural Resources: Joe Primozich   

  Publicity: Pat Hooyman  

  Social: Lynne Cavazos                                                                                                                              

  Water Quality: Mike Peters  

  Website: George Richey        
 

 

   Pentwater Village (231-869-8301)  
  

       Village Council President: Jeff Hodges 

 

   Trustees: Michelle Angell-Powell, Don Palmer,  

   Peter Dunlap, Jared Griffis, Dan Nugent,  

   and Pam Burdick. 

 

   Village Manager: Chris Brown 

   Clerk/Treasurer: Rande Listerman  

        Deputy Clerk/Treasurer: Barb Siok                                                   

   Deputy Clerk/Treasurer: Kate Anderson 

 

   Pentwater Township (231-869-6231)  
  

      Township Supervisor: Chuck Smith 

   Clerk: Sue Ann Johnson 

   Treasurer: Jan Siska 

   Trustees: Mike Flynn and Pat Ruggles 

 

   Pentwater Police (231-869-4630)  

   Chief: Laude Hartrum 

 

   Pentwater Fire  (231-869-5987)   

   Chief: Paul Smith    

    

   Oceana County Marine Deputy: Tim Simon 

 

PENTWATER LAKE ASSOCIATION 

“For the love of the Lake”                                                   

                       P.O. Box 825     

                                                                Pentwater, Michigan 49449 

Membership Application                       Date__________                                Membership Application              

                                       ______ Renewal                                                                                                _______ New Member            

   Applicant Name: ________________________________  Spouse: _________________________________ 

   Local Address: Street____________________________________ City______________ State_____   Zip__________ 

   Mailing Address Street__________________________________ City______________  State_____   Zip__________   

   Phone # (s):      Local or Home  __________________________                Cell:  ________________________________ 

   Email Address: __________________________________________________________ 

   Email Newsletter (In Color) ________ or   Mail Hard Copy Newsletter via P.O. (Black & White) ______   

   Dues:  Yearly Family Membership (one vote), from July 1 through June 30 . . .  . . . . . . . . .     $ 30.00 

              Subscription to Michigan Riparian Magazine, published quarterly (optional) $12.00.   $ ____.__ 

         Total (Make check payable to:  Pentwater Lake Association, Inc.). . . . . . . . . . .       $ ____.__   
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Permission is granted to reprint material in this newsletter. 

Please give written credit to the “Pentwater Lake Association Newsletter.” 

   

 Published & Distributed by 

   Pentwater Lake Association 

P.O. Box 825 

Pentwater, MI 49449-0825 

  Pentwater Beach Photo                   

                   by Barb Siok 


