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This is the second and last installment of “Tales of Native Wildcats”.   After gathering     
native wildcat accounts and writing on bobcats in Part 1, many stories have surfaced     
regarding cougar sightings in our West Michigan area.  Have cougars previously lived in 
Oceana County?  According to Rollin Baker in his book Michigan Mammals, around 1850 
our river bottoms and watersheds were homes for cougars. However, it is generally agreed 
that in the early 1900s cougars had been extirpated from Michigan.  What about today? 
Have cougars returned to Michigan and if so, how?  
Michigan’s DNR recognizes the existence of cougars in the Upper Peninsula based on    
photos, sightings, prints, and DNA samples.  One theory 
of how cougars returned to Michigan’s U.P. stems from 
reports of confirmed cougar sightings to our west.    
Cougars seem to be following the advance of the coyote 
from west to east.  In the 1960s,  cougars were recorded 
in Minnesota; today they have advanced into Wisconsin, 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, and most recently 
lower Ontario.  This pattern indicates an easterly    
movement of cougars from the Dakotas and the        
Saskatchewan regions. 
On January 29, 2009, the Michigan Senate Agriculture and Bio-economy Committee        
convened an unprecedented hearing on the presence and legal status of cougars in      
Michigan. This hearing on cougar sightings and evidence (revealed cougar scat with     
western cougar DNA), casts of cougar prints, pictures and eight stories of sightings were 
from both of Michigan’s peninsulas.  The Michigan Wildlife Conservancy has identified  
cougars present in four Lower Peninsula counties.  They are Emmet, Presque Isle, Alcona, 
and Roscommon.  As a result of this meeting, the DNR in 2010 took the following actions; 
recognition of cougar existence in the Upper Peninsula, a four member Cougar Watch 
Group was formed for the Lower Peninsula, and the DNR established a cougar reporting 
link on its website. 
The official DNR policy is that there are no cougars in the Lower Peninsula, but are there 
cougars in Lower Michigan?  According to the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy, an encounter 
involving a park volunteer at the Sleeping Bear Dunes prompted the National Park Service 
to erect Cougar Warning signs in the park and listed safety precautions for visitors. "It was 
September 28, 2003, and Comings, who lives in nearby Frankfort, was walking a hilly     
section of Old Indian Trail when she heard what sounded like chirps from a bird she     
couldn't identify. The sounds moved with her, and she stopped and looked back into the 
woods for the bird, not realizing that cougars make noises often described as chirps or 
tweets.  When she didn't see it, she turned around to  resume her walk, and crossing the 
trail ahead was a cougar, she estimated at seven to nine feet long, including a four-foot tail 
as thick as a man's wrist.” 
If there are cougars in Lower Michigan, how did they get here?  One theory is that these 
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animals may be released pet cougars. If they were pet cougars, then they could be identified by South American cougar DNA. 
It is unlawful to bring pet cougars into Michigan. 
Another theory is that cougars are entering Michigan from Indiana. “Our Conservation officers investigated a deer kill,       
recognized signs of a lion and we were able to set up trail cameras and get multiple images that night,” Gary Langell of the 
Indiana DNR said. The IDNR also has photos of a cougar taken by a deer hunter in nearby Clay County late last year. “We 
(IDNR) implemented a policy on March 1, 2010, to systematically collect data and investigate reports,” Langell explains, 
“which, was in part due to publicized reports in Chicago and Michigan.  In the past three years, two separate mountain  lions 
were seen (one killed) in Chicago, a sighting and a horse mauling indicative of a cougar attack occurred in Berrien   County, 
Michigan, and a big male was killed by a train in southern Illinois.” According to the Illinois DNR, the Chicago cougar that was 
shot had South Dakota DNA and was not a released pet. 

If there are cougar sightings in the Lower Peninsula, have there been any sightings in Oceana       
County?  As of March 2011, 61 sightings have been reported to us. For a sighting to be         
included in this count, the viewer had to describe weight as approximately 80 to 200 
pounds, 7’-9’ in length from nose to tip of tail, with the tail being long and ropey. These   
conditions were met in the 61 sightings.  Sightings were made over 13 years with 10 
sightings in 2008 and 12 in 2010.  In the first three months of 2011, 4 sightings have been 
documented.    
The sightings were in Oceana County or southern Mason County. Of these 61 sightings, no 
aggressive behavior was exhibited by the cougar. In each case, upon seeing the person, the 
animal turned and left the area. An example of this non-aggressive behavior was seen by a 

female jogger. When the jogger encountered a cougar, she froze, made eye contact, and then the cougar turned and ran 
away. This same scenario was reported by two other women joggers. Twice, the cougar left across open fields, and once, it 
ran down a hill into a swamp.   For safety, follow California’s State Mountain Lion  Coordinator’s  action plan for encountering 
a cougar:  1) Don’t run, back up slowly; 2) Stand tall, with hands or stick up; 3) Speak loud, make eye contact. 
Nine deer hunters who sighted a cougar during the hunting season were also interviewed. Each hunter reported that when 
the cougar sensed or saw the hunter, it quickly left the area without displaying any aggressive behavior. 
A second observation was that sightings were concentrated in certain areas of the county during a particular time frame. For 
example, in 2004, a cougar was seen twice that spring near Scenic Drive, south of Stony Lake.   In September of the same 
year, a cougar was observed crossing Stony Lake Road three miles east of Stony Lake.  On November 15, a cougar was       
startled on Stony Creek bottom near Mason Creek.  If this was the same cougar, then it moved up Stony Creek easterly  from 
spring to fall. All of these sightings were over a 7 mile stretch of wetlands. 
Another sighting that has been reported occurred on November 19, 2010, in Section 23 of Pentwater Township. A deer 
hunter watched a doe streak past him with a cougar in pursuit. The nervous hunter watched as they disappeared over a hill. 
He remained in his stand for three hours and saw no other wildlife, then cautiously left the area before dark. The next 
sighting was 1.5 miles north of Stony Lake. A couple spotted a cougar hunting along the tree line of their property on January 
5, 2011.  Another sighting was witnessed on the northbound US-31 expressway, north of M-20 on February 14. Recognizing it 
as a cougar, the driver stopped and photographed it while it was lying down, licking itself. The photo shows large tracks in the 
snow leading up to the animal. Unfortunately the picture’s definition becomes blurry when enlarged. Individuals from the 
DNR and the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy agreed that it was a “cat,” but the quality was not definitive enough in their   
determination to identify it as a cougar.  If these sightings are of the same cougar, then in four months it covered about 20 
miles this past winter. 
Cougars are known to be shy, solitary, and typically try to avoid people.  Some local people consider themselves lucky to see 
one while others are alarmed to know they are here or crossing their property. These animals live in the wild for 8 to 12 
years.  A female may breed in her third year and reproduce every 2 or 3 years.  The average litter is 2 to 3 kittens which stay 
with her up to December of the third year. Cougars may range within a 10 to 20 mile territory. This could explain the pattern 
of scattered and rare sightings.  When cougars are hunting they can average 5 to 8 miles a day. Deer are their main prey with 
raccoon, opossum, squirrel, muskrat, fox, coyote, birds, rabbits, beaver and rodents supplementing their diet.  Cougars need 
a meal on the average of one deer every 7 to 16 days.  (Michigan Mammals by Rollin H. Baker, 1983) “These cougars remove 
less fit individuals from the prey population with the ultimate result of ecological stability in the environment.”  
Are there cougars in Oceana County?  Sixty-one people, one picture, and possible cougar tracks suggest that Oceana County 
does support cougar habitat.  So, where are they hiding?  Your guess is as good as ours. If cougars choose to wander through 
West Michigan, maybe this could be a useful tool in managing our wildlife for the future.  We, as residents, may have to   
accept this noble animal as part of the natural order of our environment.  
  

   Credit for research and field work is given to my good friend, John Wyns. 

TALES OF NATIVE WILDCATS, continued from page 1 
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2011 PLA Annual Dinner and Meeting 

Friday, June 24, 2011 

 

The PLA annual dinner and meeting will be held on Friday, June 24, 2011.  A BYOB social hour will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m.  The cost for the meal is $18.00 per person.  Tickets may be ordered by mail (see    
enclosed order blank) and will also be available June 1st through June 17th from Caroline Denlar at 869-2561.  Please 
order your tickets by Friday, June 17th, as this is the cut-off date needed by the caterer.  It also ensures adequate time 
for purchase of supplies and food preparation.  We appreciate your cooperation. 

 

St. Vincent's Church on Sixth Street will again be the location for the dinner and meeting.  There will be a short       
business meeting followed by a program presented by Richard P. O’Neal.  His background and expertise in Fisheries 
Biology will be of great interest to the members of the Pentwater Lake Association. 

 

We hope to see you there! 

 

Lynne Cavazos, Social Committee Chair 

 Early April Fish Report 
                                  by 

                                                              George Richey and Joe Primozich 
  
  
      The last remnant of ice left the Big Bayou on April 4 to be blown by a westerly wind to 
the Long Bridge area and broken up there.  It is steelhead fishing time.  Both last Friday  
(no April’s Fool joke) and 2 weeks earlier, the steelhead moved into the river below the 
forks.  Good catches of fish were had by most fishermen.  Both events were triggered by 
the     advance of rain and a warming up of the water temperature.  On the piers and in 
the  channel, fisherman using spawn bags for bait usually catch browns or steelhead in the  
early morning.  One menominee was caught as well Tuesday.  When a school of fish comes 
into the channel, then a number of fish are caught anytime of the day.  
  
      As far as the perch run this year, it was non-existent.  There were some Lake Michigan 
white belly perch of 9 to 11 inches, but there were no schools of perch that showed up for 
the last 4 months.  This held true for neighboring ports of Ludington and Whitehall.  If the 
high number of 5-6 inchers is an indication of things to come, perch fishing should be better 
in years to come.  The area fishery biologist, Rich O’Neil, will address this issue and others 
at the Pentwater Lake Association annual meeting on June 24 in Pentwater. 
  
      Northern pike fishing closed on March 15 with some tip up fisherman having success  
before the season ended.  On April 30, northern pike and walleye pike season will reopen.  
Then on May 1 the new possession limit for walleye pike will be announced. 
  
      As the shallow waters of ponds and lakes warm up, so will the panfish gather and 
school.  These include crappies, sunfish and bluegills.  Good luck fishing and to some of  
you, catching. 
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  Brown Trout Planting 

                                                                By 

                                                    George Richey and Joe Primozich 

  

On Tuesday, April 5, the DNR fishery trucks pulled up to the Channel Lane Park with 20,000 8-10 

inch brown trout ready to be planted.  The two tanker trucks were there from 3 to 4:30 pm dumping in 

these young trout to the delight of a crowd of local fisherman, who reported a morning’s catch of seven 

steelhead and one menominee, or whitefish.  The thought of having a brown trout in the creel in the 

future seemed to be a part of everyone’s  conversation.  As the trout were poured into the channel with 

a long 10 inch diameter pipe, the fish seemed to relish being free with a lot of quick swimming activity 

and then darting patterns to explore their new surroundings.  The fingerlings came in eight tanks on the 

two trucks and seemed to be in fine shape with no apparent casualties after the planting in the channel. 

The shifting current in the channel was going out at the time, so the fish were moving steadily toward 

the big lake.  

  

The DNR fishery people were quick to inform us that this strain is new.  It is from Wisconsin and is 

called the Rose Lake strain.  It is different from past strains of browns used in Michigan because it is 

more aggressive and competitive.  River plantings would not include this strain.  This fits perfectly 

with big lake fishing and they hope it will be a better sport fish for Lake Michigan.  Realizing that the 

last state and world record brown trout was caught in the Manistee River two years ago, at 41 lbs. and 

7.2 ounces, this holds more promise for the future. To gain a Master Angler Award, you have to catch a 

brown 33 inches long or 16 lbs.  Pentwater’s Charter Boat captains should welcome the news. 
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 Pentwater's Artist Palette 
    …...Our Continuing Series on Pentwater Artists by Norma Oly 

 

 

Most people in Pentwater are familiar with the name Andrew Skinner, and many have seen him around the Pentwater 
Lake area taking those gorgeous photos that are such an integral part of the Oceana Herald-Journal.  But not too many 
people really know who this wonderful photo journalist and burgeoning artist really is.  

 
Andy and his sister grew up in Flushing, Michigan, the children of elementary school teachers.  They 
had visited Pentwater many times on visits to their aunts who have property in the Scottville area.  
During his junior and senior years in high school, Andy took classes in photography, and like many 
youngsters, wasn't sure what he really wanted to do.  "So, I just kept taking photography classes at   
Central Michigan University," he states with a smile.  He enjoyed it so much that he graduated with a 
major in photo journalism and a minor in art ten years ago.   
 
"Shortly after graduation, I contacted Mary Sanford, Editor of the Oceana Herald-Journal, and she 
took a chance on me," he says.  "The newspaper had never had a photo journalist before," and in the 
ten years since, the group has become a real family team.  Not only does Andy do the photography 
for the OH-J, but he also  is the photo journalist for the Pentwater This Week Magazine which comes 

out once a week during the summer.  (Locals have to get their copies quickly because the PTW is so popular that copies 
vanish in one or two days!)   
 
"I've lived in Pentwater for the past two years, and I love the scenery in this area.  I am always finding new things to   
photograph," he says.  "I enjoy trying new angles, approaches, and I'm not afraid to get dirty to get just the right shot."  
The new homeowner is currently building a studio in his basement where he enjoys working on still lifes.  "I'm inspired by 
other photographs and love to expand on things.  I guess my favorite approach is to print large patterns, do close-ups 
and then create 'crop and flip' photos by repeating those patterns," he explains.  "My photographs have no deep, secret 
meaning...I'm a realist and I photograph what strikes me and what I think is cool," Andy says.  He posts a 'picture-of-the-
week' on his Photo Blog and the on-line journal contains almost five hundred pictures..."almost all subject matter and 
rarely words," he notes.  He much prefers taking pictures to talking about them.  For a tour through Andy's beautiful   
photography, go to Skinnerpicoftheweek.Blogspot.com.  Taking a 'stroll' through this Blogspot 
on Andy's iPhone was like walking through an art gallery without having to move from my 
chair and relishing every minute!    
 
Although he is the son of two educators, and has done some teaching of classes in college, 
Andy says, "I'm really a hands-on person who likes to experiment by myself; I like the doing 
part of photography."  He has sold a few photos privately, and recently donated a piece to the 
Moment for Mary Benefit held to honor his "boss and colleague" Mary Sanford.  This past 
February, Andy also entered two works of art in the Winterfest's juried fine arts show.  Entitled 
'Celebration Winter' and hosted by the Pentwater Arts Council, the jury selected one of his 
pieces which was awarded first place in the event!  Andy was proud of the other piece as well 
(See #492 on the Photo Blog - entitled "Michigan Ice,"  it is a large white storage bag filled with water and shaped like our 
state overlaid on a large crop-and-flip photograph).  Football Super Bowl fans will also enjoy #491! 

 
Many PLA members will also recognize Andy from the OH-J photo with his chef's hat on.  "In my 
spare time, I really love to eat and create new foods and dishes, so we created the cooking column in 
the paper," he smiles.  Beginning with leftovers, he has progressed to experimenting with tastes, 
presentations and new recipes. He encourages the readership to send in their favorite recipes.  Andy 
even met his girlfriend Patti through this column.  He also loves listening to music, especially by travel 
bands, he makes hand-stitched journals from recycled materials, and is on the Board of the Pentwater 
Arts Council.  Andy occasionally sells his photographs, and can be reached at his email address,                                   
andrewdskinner@yahoo.com, or by phone in Pentwater at 231-869-8899.  We are so fortunate to 
have such a talented and active artist and photo journalist in Pentwater!  

javascript:void(0)
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 NEWS AROUND TOWN….     BY LYNNE CAVAZOS 

A Year Round Retreat at... 
ABINITIO MASSAGE AND SPA THERAPIES 

 

   A year round retreat awaits you!       
Abinitio Massage  and Spa Therapies 
at 61 E. First Street in Pentwater is 
set in a nurturing and tranquil cottage 
garden  environment.   This  amazing  
retreat is in a convenient location just 
steps from the hustle and bustle of 
Hancock Street.               
 Healing arts professional 
and owner Colleen Edwards holds a Bachelor of Science     
degree, is state and nationally certified in therapeutic massage 
and bodywork, is a Reiki practitioner, and has taken hundreds 
of hours of continuing education classes to add “tools to her 
massage technique toolbox.”  Her goal is to  provide a         
sanctuary where the client can leave their troubles and worries 
outside and enter into a healing space.  Colleen strives to    
create an environment where it’s all about you!  From soothing 
music, natural fiber sheets, a heated massage table on cold 
days, to therapeutic grade oils and lotions and aromatherapy 
(no artificial or synthetic massage ingredients here) to keeping 
client records and notations on  preferences and allergies.   
Everything is chosen to create a warm nurturing environment 
where the client feels at ease, cared for, listened to and       
important. In addition to menu items such as relaxation/        
anti-stress/therapeutic massage, hot stone, and pre-natal    
massages, seated massage and her “Front Porch” items, she 

also offers spa body treatments.   
Skin is the largest organ of our body.  
Each day it is bombarded with    
pollutants, UV rays, and the stresses 
of every day life. Abinitio’s body 
treatments help combat the negative 
impact of those stresses, nourish the 
skin, and aid in the skin’s regenera-
tion and repair.  This is why Colleen 

chooses to use only natural ingredients in her massage      
treatments. Abinitio Massage and Spa Therapies differs from 
many other places in that:   

1) a 30, 60, 75, or 90 minute session truly is that long.  No 
50-minute hours here.   

2) flexible hours, by appointment.   
3) no cookie-cutter massage.  Each massage is based on 

what the client needs that day.   
4) no pressure to join a “club.” 
5) hot or cold therapy, aromatherapy, and therapeutic   

liniments or gels at no additional cost.  
6) sufficient time is allowed between clients so they don’t 

feel rushed in or rushed out.  
7) clients can choose between several aromatherapy 

blends or unscented lotions or oils.    
Stop by and experience the difference at 61 E. First Street in  
Pentwater, where it’s all about you!  Call for an appointment 
with Colleen at:  (231) 869-2542 or (231) 425-6209. 

 

 NEW BUSINESS IN PENTWATER  

LAKESHORE SALON 
Website:  www.lakeshore.com 

 

Pentwater resident Mary 
K. Schumaker has opened her new 
business, Lakeshore Salon, at 57 
E. First St. in downtown Pentwater,  
a boutique salon specializing in 
skin care, makeup lessons and 
applications and hair color.  Mary 
has been a specialist in these   
areas for over 25 years and has trained nationally and             
internationally. “Our focus is educating women to reveal their 
individual best, instilling confidence and empowering them. Our 
client experience will be an educational journey towards personal 
beauty”, said Schumaker. 

The new salon offers its clients a specialized offering of 
services including: expert skincare analysis; facials and        
treatments, including enzyme, vitamin C, lactic and glycolic acid; 
makeup education and application; eyelash and eyebrow tinting, 
and hair color analysis.  Bridal make up application is our        
specialty!  

Lakeshore Salon offers highly regarded skin care and 
makeup products including the Jane Iredale mineral makeup line, 
Pevonia Botanica, a Swiss-based line of skin care products, used 
in the top spa’s around the world and Institut 
DerMed, a clinical line of  skincare created 
and manufactured in the USA. Hair color is 
done with the world leader in hair color, 
Schwarzkopf from Germany. “We use only 
the purest products at Lakeshore Salon and 
they have a loyal and devoted following,”   
according to Schumaker. She said her    
summer clients call and have her ship their 
favorite salon products to them during the  
off-season. “You know something is good 
when a client comes back again and again 
for a service we provide or when they call and ask us to ship 
them a favorite product!”    
 Tucked away on a side street, Lakeshore Salon offers a 
calming haven once inside. Subdued taupe, sand, and blue are 
the colors that surround you. “I wanted a relaxed and soothing 
atmosphere and because we’re located in a beach resort, the 
proximity to the water lends itself to a spa feeling,” said        
Schumaker. “Every business in town wants to be on main street, 
but I took a leap of faith because I found the perfect building for 
my business.”  If you know where the Pentwater Post Office is 
you can find Mary at her new salon.   

    Lakeshore Salon is open year 
round:  Monday 11am-7pm, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 9am-5pm, and   
Saturday 9am-4pm, closed Sunday 
and Wednesday. Stop by or call (231) 
869-4602 to make an appointment.  
Mary can also be  contacted at                               

 refresh@lakeshoresalon.com 

  

mailto:refresh@lakeshoresalon.com
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Farmers Insurance Group  

 Now in Pentwater 

 

A new insurance agency has been opened at 279 S. Hancock Street in Pentwater.  The new owner/agent is Michelle Angell-

Powell.   This full service agency will assist you in covering your auto, home, and life         

insurance needs and also your financial needs.  Michelle is able to assist you in specialized 

insurance coverage for your boats, sailboats, RVs, motorcycles, and second homes.   

Farmers Insurance is the third largest insurance company in the United States and has 

been serving clients for the past 80 years.  Farmers has opened a new headquarters in     

Caledonia – just outside of Grand Rapids, which is bringing new jobs to the area.    

This is a new opportunity for Michelle.  She explains, “I am really excited about this new 

career and looking forward to working with people, not just selling insurance to them but 

educating them!  I am working with an amazing company and am looking forward to sharing 

what myself and my team of agents are learning that will help us provide our clients in this 

community with individually customized insurance.”     

As of April 1st the office, located next to the Antler Bar, will be open for additional hours.  The exact hours will be posted soon.  

You can contact Michelle by phone:  office (231) 869-3114 or cell phone (231) 206-7332, by Email:  mangell@farmersagent.com 

or visit her website:  www.farmersagent.com/mangell 

 

Quotes are free!  So stop in at your convenience, drop off your policy, and get your free quote.    

Watch for the Grand Opening coming later in the spring.   

 NEWS AROUND TOWN…     BY LYNNE CAVAZOS 

        Continued  

  New Owners at Olde Wick Post 
 

Crystal and Patrick Babbin are the new owners of the Olde Wick Post Gift Shoppe on     

Hancock Street.  Former owners Tom and Vicki Scott and Errol and Candi Goldman have 

turned the business over to the young couple, who plan to keep things pretty much as they 

have been.  Crystal, a former Lieutenant and medical coordinator with the Fire Department 

in town plans to have a garden section, spa section, nautical and lodge  sections in the 

store.  The fudge and espresso bar will continue and the store will have the same charm 

and feel as before.  Crystal plans to open on April 1st, with hours on Thursday and Friday 

from 10am - 5pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, and Sunday from 11am - 4pm.  She will extend the hours 

to include Wednesdays in May.  Crystal and Pat can be reached at  oldewickpost@yahoo.com.     

 

 

Pentwater Angler... for All Your Fishing Needs 

A new business will soon be opening in the Harbor View Condominium Complex.  The new business, 

Pentwater Angler, will specialize in the fishing needs of anyone interested in fishing Lake Michigan 

and the many local inland lakes and rivers in Oceana County and the surrounding areas.  The       

Pentwater Angler, owned and operated by Brian Ceane and Lindsey Brandel, will be opening in early 

May and will remain open all year round.   

Pentwater Angler will feature a wide range of fishing gear including a variety of types of tackle, rods 

and reels, waders, some outdoor apparel, light camping equipment, as well as live bait, DNR licenses, 

ice, and anything else you might need for your outdoor expeditions no matter what season of the year.   

If you enjoy fishing, you will love the convenience of this new store in Pentwater that will be open 

throughout the year.   

 

For  inquiries, the Pentwater Angler can be reached at:  pentwaterangler@live.com  

mailto:mangell@farmersagent.com
mailto:pentwatearangler@live.com
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Imagine a very special place… 

A place where children can sail away in their imagination—yes there is such a place—

without electronics or batteries—where exploration and creativity is nurtured through a 

unique gallery collection of books, art, storytelling adventures and treasures that are sure to 

inspire a generation of readers and creative thinkers, from their fun first steps to becoming 

happy, healthy, and engaged members of a global community. 

Tom and Barbara Sims of Pentwater couldn’t be more excited as they build out the first floor 

corner unit in the Harbor View Condominium Complex in Pentwater that will become the 

future home of The Storybook Village of Pentwater. Located on the northeast corner of     

Hancock and 6th Streets, overlooking beautiful Pentwater Lake, the children’s book and gift 

store is reminiscent of the Little Shop Around the Corner, from the movie, You’ve Got Mail, and will embrace the same small town 

warmth and charm with a giant mission for children and families that will reach beyond the community store.  

Barbara Sims, a former teacher and administrator of early learning services, remains active in local, state, and national advocacy     

initiatives on behalf of children and families. “Early childhood education is my life work and Storybook Village is going to be a     

culmination of that work and such a fun outlet for me to share what I’ve learned and do what I love to do.  Our goal is to get great 

books and exciting language and literacy experiences into the hands of children. We are also mindful of the great need that exists in 

our neighboring communities of children who do not have access to these resources and this is an important part of our mission to 

reach out to them as well.”  

Husband Tom Sims, a former real estate developer and retired lighting store owner, is equally excited about the project and actively 

involved in the build out and design of the creative touches that Storybook Village will come to be known for. The store will feature 

cozy places for children to read as well as act out stories that reflect the charm of Pentwater and the store’s surrounding landmarks 

such as The Reading Gazebo, which will display special book and gift collections and a Storybook Theater with a sail boat complete 

with port holes for the children to peek out of and act out their own puppet shows and storybook productions that will be scheduled at 

selected times throughout each day in the summer.   

Specialized book and gift collections in Storybook Village will feature timeless stories and captivating illustrations to attract a wide 

range of interests from colorful and playful books and gifts for early learning; encouraging healthy choices and appreciating the      

natural world; introducing a variety of cultures and traditional stories; as well as fueling the imaginations with whimsical tales and 

classic anthologies, engaging book lovers of all ages. Many titles come with a sing-a-long or story CD that can added to other         

storytelling treasures and puppets to extend the story, to promote interactive play, listening and memory skills, and great fun. There 

will also be special gift collections of books, collectables, and storytelling treasures to surprise the children in your life that they will 

be sure to treasure for a lifetime. 

The Storybook Village of Pentwater is scheduled to be opened in early June and will operate daily and weekends throughout the    

summer with some evening hours as well for those who would like to join in some bedtime stories! Stay tuned for further               

announcements! 

For further information about Storybook Village, Contact Barbara Sims at (231) 830-0443   

or by email at blsaunders@mindspring.com 
  

Tom and Barbara Sims of Pentwater, Michigan, 

stand in front of the building which will be the 

future home of The Storybook Village of        

Pentwater, specializing in children’s books,  

storytelling treasures, art and gifts. 

 

The Storybook Village of Pentwater 

      Pentwater Pedicure Station 

 

The Pedicure Station, owned and operated by Robin Wells is open all 

year at the Red Roof Condos by Charlie’s Marina.  Robin is offering a 

year-round special to all of her clients.  Come in and enjoy a pedicure 

for just $30 or an exquisite set of sculptured nails for $35.  To make an 

appointment, contact Robin at the Station (231) 869-5200 or her cell 

phone (231) 301-4472.     
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Upcoming Pentwater Events – April, May, and June 

Check the “green” calendar of events you received in your January PLA newsletter. 

For more specific details about upcoming events visit the Pentwater Chamber of Commerce Website at:  

www.pentwater.org 
 

New Event - Chalk It Up in Pentwater 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        An exciting new event scheduled during the Start of Summer Weekend (June 4-5) is the first  annual 

Chalk Art Fair.  This event will be held on Saturday June 4th from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm on Hancock Street 

between 3rd St. and 1st St.   The “Chalk It Up” event is open to artists of all ages and all skill levels.   Each 

artist will have a 9 foot by 9 foot space to create a chalk art  exhibit.   

        The fee will be $20 to enter in the contest for prizes (1st place - $250, 2nd place - $125, 3rd place - 

$75).   You can also enter for FUN and pay a fee of $5.  (1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners will receive gift 

certificates from the new Storybook Village store.)    

  
Due$ are Due!Due$ are Due!  

  

It's that time of year again!  PLA membership dues are $25 for the 2011-2012 year, and it is time  
to renew your membership.  You may send your check for $25 to Pentwater 
Lake Association, P.O. Box 825, Pentwater, MI, 49449 anytime. The ending 
date for membership this year is June 30, 2011. 
 
If you also would like to receive the quarterly Michigan Riparian magazine, 
you may include its $8 subscription fee in your check by increasing the 
amount to $33.  New members can join by completing the membership    
application form on page 11 in this newsletter and returning it with a check.     

http://www.penwater.org/
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PLA OFFICERS 

President, Tom Osborn 

Vice-President, Lynne Cavazos 

Secretary, Norma Oly 

Treasurer, George Richey 

 

Board of Directors 

            Until June 2011             Until June 2012         

               Lynne Cavazos                Tony Monton               

               Norma Oly   Tom Osborn 

               George Richey                 Joe Primozich                  

                 

    Until June 2013 

            Bill Bainton 

   Beverly Kelly 

 Carol Nauta 

     

    

 

Committees 
        Natural Resources               Joe Primozich 

        Water Quality                     Tom Osborn        

        Social                Lynne Cavazos 

        Membership                Paul Anderson 

        Publicity                Norma Oly        

        Newsletter Editor               Karen St.Denis 

        Website                George Richey  

        Long Range Planning               Tom Osborn 

 

For more information about a committee or to get involved  

contact Tom Osborn at 231-869-2140 or 

 kitosborn@hotmail.com 

Website:  www.pentwaterlakeassociation.org  

 

 

Pentwater Village Council 

Juanita Pierman, President 

Jay Bryan 

Alvin Docter 

Jared Griffis 

Don Palmer 

Tom Sturr 

Marilyn Sullivan 

Jim Miller, Village Manager 

Dick Hutchings, Marina Manager 

 

Pentwater Township Board 

Charles Smith, Township Supervisor 

Barbara Burke, Clerk 

Janice Siska, Treasurer 

Mike Flynn 

Pat Ruggles 

 

Oceana County Sheriff’s Department 

Marine Deputy Tim Simon  

STANDING  LEFT TO RIGHT: 

Tom Osborn, Joe Primozich, George Richey, Lynne Cavazos, Norma Oly 

SEATED LEFT TO RIGHT: 

Bill Bainton, Tony Monton, Carol Nauta, Beverly Kelly 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Membership Application              PENTWATER LAKE ASSOCIATION               Membership Application 

  P.O. Box 825 

 Pentwater, Michigan   49449 

 

Date                                                

Applicant Name:                                                              Spouse Name:   _____                                                                                      

Local Address:                  

Street                                                                        City                                          State           Zip                                   

Mailing Address:                             

Street                                                                        City                                         State            Zip       

Phone(s): Local (            )                                                     Mailing (             )    _______    

Email Address:                                                                                          

Dues:     Yearly Family Membership (one vote), from July 1 through June 30      $      25.00                  

      Subscription to Michigan Riparian Magazine, published quarterly (optional) $8.00     $          .___ 

     Total   (Make check payable to Pentwater Lake Association, Inc.)     $          .___ 

 

 

 
"Wine and Art by the Water," the Pentwater Women's Club fifth annual 
wine tasting and silent auction event will be held on Sunday, May 15th, 
from 2 - 5 p.m. at the Pentwater Yacht Club.  The  fundraiser for college 
scholarships for local high school seniors will feature over thirty fine 
wines for tasting and sampling, delectable appetizers and gourmet hors   
d' oeuvres, as well as local artists works, gift certificates, special dinners, 
etc.  PLA board member and Women's Club president Beverly Kelly  
noted that Shelby State Bank is again sponsoring the event.  Advance 
ticket donations are $20 each from Durand Wine Company on Hancock 
Street, or $25 at the door.  For additional information, call Bev  at       
869-2471.   

WOMEN'S CLUB WINE TASTING 
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P.O. Box 825 
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Please use Phosphorus Free Fertilizer 

 

 

1st CLASS    JUNE 9-10                         

2ndCLASS  JULY 7-8 

3rd CLASS  AUGUST 8-9 

Classes are held at the Pentwater Yacht Club from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

More information is available by calling Officer Tim Simon at 231-873-2121 


