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                    President’s Message          by  Lynne Cavazos 

     Creating a Wildlife-Friendly Yard 

 
 In addition to being mindful about protecting Pentwater Lake, the river, and                   

 the shoreline, we can also take steps to make our yards inviting and friendly to   

 native wildlife. Following the steps below will help to create a wildlife-friendly   

 yard.   
  
 Provide food 

 Planting native herbaceous plants, shrubs and trees is the easiest way to provide    

 the foliage, nectar, pollen, berries, seeds and nuts that many species of wildlife   

 require to survive and thrive. You can also incorporate supplemental feeders and   

 food sources. 
 

 Supply Water 

 Wildlife need clean water sources for multiple purposes, including drinking,   

 bathing and reproduction. Water sources may include natural features such as   

 ponds, lakes, rivers, springs, and wetlands; or human-made features such as bird   

 baths, puddling areas for butterflies, and installed ponds or rain gardens. 
 

 Create Protective Cover 

 Wildlife require places to hide to feel safe from people, predators and inclement   

 weather. Use things like native vegetation, shrubs, thicket, brush piles, and even   

 a hollow log or rock pile.   
 

 Grow Native Plants 

 Choose native plants from your area, including trees, shrubs, and other plants   

 that offer food such as pollen, nectar, nuts, cones, berries and other seeds. Be   

 careful to watch what you plant in your garden. Exotic species, not native to your   

 region, can become invasive and be harmful to both people and wildlife.   
 

 Give wildlife a place to raise their young 

 Wildlife need a sheltered place to raise their offspring. Many places for cover can   

 double as locations where wildlife can raise young, such as wildflower meadows   

 and bushes where many butterflies and moths lay their eggs. You can also in  

 stall a nesting box for various kinds of birds or even a toad house on the ground.        
 

 Let your garden go green 

 How you maintain your garden or landscape can have an important effect on 

 the health of the soil, air, water and habitat for native wildlife -- as well as the   

 human community nearby. Reducing chemical use, composting, mulching and               

 reducing turf grass in your yard are important steps to gardening greener. 
 

 Source: National Wildlife Federation, nwf.org 
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Election of Board Members:                                            

The Nominating Committee added Betty Pleva's     

name to the slate after the Agenda had been printed. 

Nominees for 3-year terms ending 6/30/21 were:     

Lynne Cavazos, Betty Pleva and George Richey.                     

It was moved and seconded to approve these nominees 

to the Board for 3-year terms ending 6/30/21. Motion 

passed unanimously. 
 

Annual Meeting Guest Speaker:                           
Patrick Hooyman introduced the guest speaker, Suzie 

Knoll, Director of the Oceana Conservation District. 

Director Knoll presented her program: "Pure Michi-

gan: Ours to Protect." She reviewed the history of the 

Conservation District and their mission. The Conser-

vation District is looking into establishing a Nature 

Center in Oceana County. Pictures of Oceana County 

flora and fauna were shown. New and more common 

invasive species of flora were noted. Phragmites is 

"down" due to high water levels. Starry Stonewort is                   

a more recent problem. Suzie noted that one of the 

best things we can do to protect our waters from inva-

sive species is to install washing stations by all launch 

ramps. Michigan  Bamboo is an invasive plant near 

and away from rivers. If you have Michigan bamboo 

and would like help controlling or eradicating it, you 

should contact Suzie Knoll now at the Conservation 

District office. There is a grant to cover treatment                  

and they will do it for you in late summer. But you 

need to get your property on the list now.   
 

Door Prize Raffle:  Caroline Denlar handled the 

raffle of 10 wrapped door prizes chosen from local       

merchants by AnnaMae Bush. Meeting was adjourned 

at 8:30PM.  

 

 

PLA Website:                  

George Richey reported our new website has received 

its first photos of fish caught and recorded for the PLA 

sponsored Pentwater Lake Youth Fishing Tourna-

ment. The Tournament runs from June 15 to August 

15 and our website has all of the fish reporting details. 

We have also added a link to the CLMP (Cooperative 

Lakes Monitoring Program) reports that contain data 

from our most recent water tests for chlorophyll and                    

phosphorus on our website: Click on LINKS OF                         

INTEREST. As always, we invite your comments                  

and suggestions to continually improve our website.  

PLA Annual Meeting Update 

The 23rd Annual PLA meeting was held June 22nd at 

St. Vincent’s Church Fellowship Hall in Pentwater.  

This year’s event began with a “Social Hour” that 

gave PLA members the opportunity to talk with one 

another and enjoy an amazingly delicious selection 

of hors d'oeuvres, fruit and vegetable trays, dessert 

and chocolate dipped strawberries and drinks pre-

pared and served by Suzanne Hutchings and team.  

We received very positive feedback from members 

about serving hors d'oeuvres instead of dinner.   

Following the social hour, the PLA Annual Meeting 

was called to order by Board Treasurer, George 

Richey at 7:00 PM. George introduced the Board                 

of Directors and past Board Presidents.  The Cur-

rent President, Lynne Cavazos, regretted not being 

able to attend the annual meeting due to a highly 

successful hip surgery earlier in the week.   

The June 16, 2017 annual meeting minutes were 

approved by unanimous vote.  The treasurer’s re-

port was also approved and showed revenues for           

the year of $17,144 and expenditures of $10,511.  

The cash balance in the bank totals $21,091.   

Committee Reports 

Membership:  Mac McCaleb reported member-

ship at 235 members - the most the PLA has had.  

He encouraged members to continue recruiting 

neighbors as well as family members. Mac noted   

we are an "elderly membership" and need to keep 

"young blood" in the membership to keep our efforts 

"for the love of the lake" progressing for generations 

to come.  George Richey complimented Mac on his 

successful efforts to recruit new members and in-

crease our membership this past year.  

 

Water Quality:  Tom Osborn reported that the 

committee was mostly concerned about the amount 

of nutrient loading from phosphorous in the lake.  

Phosphorous contributes to Blue Algae blooms in 

mid-summer. Rates remain at the high end of the 

normal range for a healthy lake.  

 

Social:  In Lynne Cavazos' absence, George Richey 

noted that the Strawberry Social fundraiser would 

again be held during homecoming week, August 9, 

2018. Caroline Denlar announced that volunteers  

are always needed and members interested in                

helping  could check with her after the meeting or 

contact Lynne about available timeslots. Email:                        

lcavazos5939@charter.net or call (231) 869-5939. 

mailto:lcavazos5939@charter.net
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When You Know You Are a Local 

                                                        By Joe Primozich  

A story told to me the day before Memorial Day 

made me realize this point, “When do you know you    

are a local?”  I received a phone call from a neighbor 

on the lake. She had spotted a baby swan (signet),  

by itself, and the family was nowhere in sight.  The 

unusual holiday boat traffic had started and proba-

bly caused confusion and separation of the baby.  The 

signet was in a safe place and a phone message left 

asked what might be done to reunite the signet with 

its family. Before we had a chance to talk, she had 

asked fishermen, neighbors, and finally the  Wild 

Animal Rescue station. They, in all their wisdom, 

said, ”If the family is not located, place the signet 

with another family as the parents cannot count.” 

After laughing at that thought, we realized there 

were 5 swan families on the lake. We identified a 

resting swan pair on the bridge road with young.             

So, a plan was set and she was off to let the signet 

go. As she rounded Monroe Road going out of town, 

by Calico Bay, the signet’s family was spotted near 

shore and the road edge. 

The release was smooth as 

the  signet joined up with 

its  family.  As  locals often 

do, assistance was given  

to help remedy a family 

crisis, in this case, a swan 

family.                            

Thanks Amy LaBarge for your caring spirit  and  

continued effort to solve or help throughout the                

signet’s separation.  This mimics a common thread 

with locals, that is, to help neighbors and one                      

another where ever they see fit.   

Pentwater-Hart Bike Trail Update         

The State Department for Economic Development 

grant request for the Bike Trail has been approved 

for $1.4 million. This provides funding for the engi-

neering survey which is the next step to meeting 

with the Road Commission for discussion and ap-

proval. The grant also gives matching funds for fu-

ture grants, the biggest being TAP (Transportation 

Alternative Program.) Total trail cost completion is 

estimated at $5.1 million. 

Eagles Unsuccessful Nesting 

                                                         

                                                                                                                                                  By Joe Primozich   

                          

This year the Pentwater eagles were unsuccessful 

nesting for the first time since 2004 when they took 

up residency with their first nest in the top of an 

aspen tree. Since then the eagles have been                

successful in White Pine trees. This year they were 

pushed to finding a new tree as theirs blew down 

with 3 young in it.  The young all fledged with the 

help of the DNR. But this year for some reason the 

pair chose a hardwood tree east of the old site off             

Wayne Road.  Local spotters watched until April 

much activity and at times the hen setting low in 

the nest.  After the last snow storm at the end of 

April the activity ceased.  The birds did not attend 

the nest in any fashion.  Since then the adults were 

seen on  our lake doing well fishing for themselves   

as this picture by                

Jim Carney shows.                     

What ever building 

inspector gave the  

eagles the idea of 

building in a small 

hardwood tree should 

be at fault. A tough 

lesson to learn by                     

for next year. 

 

 

Pentwater Schooner Project Update 

                                                  By AnnaMae Bush 

Captain Lee Price is working on a Business Plan,  

an application for 501(c)3 status, and getting an 

EIN number.  He is collecting resumes of all the 

Board members and statistics on potential program 

participants in the five counties cooperating in the 

project. He is also in regular contact with the owner 

of a schooner in Grand Haven that appears to be                     

an ideal ship for the program. Some funds have                   

already been promised by interested parties, but                      

formal fundraising cannot be initiated until several 

of  the above-mentioned pieces have been completed. 

Contact Price at 419-376-3277 or email:                            

captainleeprice@gmail.com 
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PENTWATER EVENTS * 
 

  SUMMER EVENTS CALENDAR: 
 
  July 14 Annual Fine Arts Fair on the Village Green - 9 AM - 5 PM  
 

  July 21 Blooming Arts Garden Walk – 11 AM - 4 PM  
 

  July 27 Back from the Mac Party - PYC 5 PM to Midnight  
 

  July 28 Ladies Classic Fishing Tournament - Village Marina PSA3  

 

  Aug. 4 "Shake, Wag 'n Roll" Fair on the Village Green  
   

    Aug. 4 COVE 1 5K/10K Beach Run/Walk & Fun Run at State Park – 8:00AM  
 

  Aug. 9-12 Pentwater Homecoming Celebration  
 

  Aug 23-26 Oceana County Fair - Hart Fairgrounds  
 

  Aug. 24-25 Annual Merchants’ Pentwater Sidewalk Sale  
 

  Aug. 25 Wooden Boat Show & Parade - Pentwater Yacht Club  

 

  Sept. 1-2 Ramp Up the Arts: Local Artists Show and Sale - 215 S. Hancock  
 

  Sept. 14-15 Glow in the Park Luminous Trail – State Park Dusk  
 

  Sept. 20 Harvest Day – Pentwater Farmer’s Market – Village Green, 10 AM - 1 PM  
 

  Sept. 22-23 Fall Fest Arts & Crafts Fair on the Village Green  

 

  Oct. 5-6 Fall Volunteer Weekend – Mears State Park – 9 AM  

 

 
*For additional details, see Pentwater Chamber of Commerce Website: 

 

  www.pentwater.org 

 

 

Or call the Chamber (231-869-4150)  

http://www.pentwater.org
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Summer Weekly Repeats 
 

Last-Saturday-of-the-Month Gallery Stroll 

June –Sept | Noon - 7 PM 

 

Pickin’ in Pentwater 

June – Aug  

Tuesdays | 7 PM 

On the Village Green 

 
Pentwater Farmer’s Market 

June 4th –  September 3rd 

Mondays and Thursdays  

At 10 AM - 1 PM 

On the Village Green 

 
Civic Band Concerts – 71 Year Tradition 

June 21 – August 30 

Thursdays at 8 PM 
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St. Joseph’s Weare 68th Ox Roast/Homecoming 
Date:  Sunday, July 8th   

Time:  11AM to 3:30 PM 

Location: 2349 W. Jackson Road, Hart  

Come and enjoy a delicious dinner in the air-

conditioned Hall. Cost: Adults: $12.                                       

Children: 5-12 $5. Children under 5: Free 

Silent Auction, Craft and Bake Goods, Bingo,                 

and games for children and more.    
 

54th Annual Fine Arts & Crafts Fair 
Date / Time:  July 14 at 9 AM - 5 PM 

Location:  On the Village Green, hosted by                        

the Pentwater Jr. Women’s Club. 

The food vendor is the Pentwater Service Club,                    

a local group that supports our area through                         

donations and services.  For more information, go 

to www.PentwaterJuniorWomensClub.com or  

e-mail: pentwaterjrwomensclub@gmail.com  
 

Sandwich Luncheon 
Date / Time:  July 14th from 11 AM - 2 PM 

Location: Centenary United Methodist Church,  82 

S. Hancock Street, Pentwater, Michigan (Corner of 

Hancock and First St.) 

The Soup and Sandwich Luncheon will feature 

home-made soups, sandwiches and pies.  
   

Blooming Arts Garden Walk  
Date / Time: Saturday, July 21st  from 11AM - 4 PM 

Garden Club of Pentwater present their annual 

Garden Walk. Come and enjoy an afternoon in 

the gardens;  artists and musicians will be at                  

several of the locations. Tickets available at the 

Pentwater Chamber of Commerce office, from 

Garden Club members, and top of the hill at the 

Village Green on the day of the walk.  Tickets are 

$10.00 for adults and $1.00 for children under 12. 

For more info. please contact Paula at 869-4038. 
 

22nd Annual Back from the Mac Party 

Date / Time: Friday, July 27 from 5 PM to Midnight 

Location: Pentwater Yacht Club (PYC),                        

205 South Dover Street, Pentwater, MI 

The PYC invites you to welcome the boats from the 

Chicago to Mackinac race. The Back to the Mac 

is open to the public. Dinner (5 - 8 PM)                  

includes both buffet dinners (barbecue chicken, 

hot sausage links, grilled corn on the cob, assorted 

salads, and dessert. Music by Mid-Life Crisis from 8 

PM to Midnight.  Cash Bar available.   

 

Pentwater Ladies' Classic Fishing Tournament 

Date: Saturday, July 28  Time: Weigh-in at 1:00 PM 

Location: Village Marina Pavilion   

Cost:  $10.00 per boat 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boating Safety Course 

Date: August 2nd & 3rd   

Time:  All classes start at 8:00 AM  

           and finish at 12:00 noon.  

To register or for more information please call 

Deputy Sheriff Tim Simon at (231-873-6771                            

or 231-873-2121). 
 

L.A.S.S.I. Shake, Wag, 'n Roll 

Date: Saturday, August 4  Time:  9 AM till Noon 

Location:  Pentwater Village Green 

On Hancock Street in Pentwater 

Enjoy the Pet Walkathon, Pet Tricks & Costume 

Contests, and Silent Auction.  All proceeds                      

benefit the stray, abandoned and abused                      

companion animals of Oceana County. 
 

COVE Benefit Beach Walk / Run  (NEW DATE)                         

Date:  Saturday, August 4th    

Time: Check-in  & Registration open at 7:00 AM                                                                                                

Location:  Charles Mears State Park in Pentwater 

Race Times: 1 Mile Fun Run – 8:00 AM,                                      

5K Walk/Run and 10K Run – 8:30 AM 
 

New Option:  Virtual 5k Run/Walk participate                  

on your own time and your chosen location. 

When you complete your 5K, we will send you                    

a medal to recognize your efforts and support.  

Online Registration:   goreggo.com                                                                                               

Mail Registration & Check (payable to COVE)                      

to: Lynne Cavazos  

536 E. Lake St.,                                             

Pentwater, MI 49449.                                                             

For more information or questions contact  

Lynne Cavazos. 

Phone: (231) 869-5939 Text: (805) 705-5846      

Email: lcavazos5939@charter.net  

     

http://www.pentwaterjuniorwomensclub.com/
mailto:pentwaterjrwomensclub@gmail.com
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Pentwater Lake Association                                     

Strawberry Shortcake Social 
 

Date: Thursday, Aug 9th                                                    

Time: 6 PM - 8 PM 

Location: Village Green, Pentwater   

The annual Strawberry Shortcake Social is the major 

fun raiser for the Pentwater Lake Association. Come 

and enjoy this delicious treat beginning at 6 PM 

while the crowd gathers for the special concert of 

combined Scottville Clown Band and our own Pent-

water Civic Band. The Cost is $4.00 per Shortcake 

(biscuit, strawberries, ice cream and whipped cream). 

Water for $1.00 is also available.   
 

Homecoming Celebration Events 2018 
Date: Thursday – Sunday, August 9th -12th 

Theme: Taste of Pentwater , Grand Sponsors:               

Pentwater House of Flavors & West Shore Bank  
 

Come home to Pentwater and enjoy all of the 

Pentwater Homecoming 2018 Celebration that       

includes activities and event for your friends                          

and family.  

  Thursday: 
Strawberry Shortcake Social – 6 PM 

Pentwater People Portrait 

Les Bailey Memorial Concert- 7:30 PM 

Teen Dance - 9 PM - Midnight 
  

Friday: 
 Sand Sculpture Contest - 8 AM - Noon 

Story Telling at Storybook Village 

Big Ten Alumni Golf Scramble – 1 PM shotgun 
  

Saturday: 
Horseshoe Tournaments - Registration 9 AM                                   

Tournaments starts at 10 AM 

Pentwater Yacht Club Ensign Race 

MSU Marching & Alumni Combined Concert                         

Big Ten Tailgate Party - 12 PM - 8 PM 
  

Homecoming Grand Parade at 4 PM 

Scottville Clown Band Mini Concert                                 

       (Behind Village Cafe & Pub)                                         

     Homecoming Fireworks at Dusk 

 

 Sunday: 
 

Pentwater VFW Pancake Breakfast – 8 AM - Noon 
 

Pentwater VFW – Marine Corps League                          

Annual Pancake Breakfast 
Date: Sunday, August 12th ; Time: 8:00 AM – Noon                        

Location: Pentwater VFW Hall – north on Business 31  

End of Summer Events:   

Pleasant Afternoon Celebration 
Date:  Saturday, August 19th      Time:  1 PM - 4 PM 

Location:  Downtown Mears  This event is celebrating 

the Historical Park & Museum in Mears.  A 100 car                   

parade will take place at 1:00 PM.  Host: Oceana 

County Historical and Genealogical Society. 
  

Merchant Sidewalk Sale 
Date:  Friday & Saturday - August 24th & 25th 

Pentwater Village merchants will have their annual 

sidewalk sale. Bring your family & enjoy the sales. 
  

147th Annual Oceana County Fair 
Dates:  Wednesday – Saturday,  August 22nd -25th , 

Times: 9 AM – 11 PM  

Location: Oceana County Fair Grounds – Hart, MI 

Gate Admission: Adults - $2.00, Children – $1.00, Under 

5 free. Come enjoy the Annual Oceana County Fair.  
 

22nd  Annual Wooden Boat Show 
Date: Saturday, August 25   Time: 11 AM - 3:00 PM 

Location: Pentwater Yacht Club on Pentwater Lake. 

The show is open to the public and a buffet lunch will 

be available from Noon to 2 PM. Boat exhibitor regis-

tration forms are available on the PYC website. The 

public may cast their vote for a People’s Choice 

Award. At approximately 3:30 PM, boat owners will 

form a boat parade touring Pentwater Lake followed 

by the Commodore’s review at 4 M. Vintage boat 

parts and collectibles will be on sale, as well as                        

souvenir show t-shirts.  For more information: 

www.pentwateryachtclub.com or call (231) 869-8921. 
   

VFW All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast 
Date & Time:  September 2nd at 8 AM - Noon 

Enjoy a Pancake Breakfast at the Pentwater VFW Hall 

with proceeds going to Building Fund. We’ll be serving 

pancakes, sausage, eggs, bacon, fruit, and coffee.  
 

R. Tompkins Memorial Labor Day 5K/Bridge Walk 
Date and Time:  September 3rd at 9 AM 

Location:  Hart Commons, Hart, MI 
 

28th Annual Fall Fest - Art & Craft Fair 
Date:  Sept 22 & 23  Experience the beauty of fall at 

our annual Arts & Craft Fair. Over 100 vendors provide 

hand-made crafts, a special skill, art, skilled trade or 

antiques on the Village Green, and live music. register 

as a vendor for the Arts & Craft Festival, Register at 

the Pentwater Chamber of Commerce; 231-869-4150. 

Spots available so contact us soon! 

http://www.pentwater.org/component/k2/item/57-pentwater-house-of-flavors
http://pentwater.org/index.php?option=com_sobi2&sobi2Task=sobi2Details&catid=42&sobi2Id=177&Itemid=173
http://www.pentwateryachtclub.com/
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NEWS BYTES FROM HERE & THERE... By AnnaMae Bush 

Village Administration 

Here is some GOOD NEWS from Chris Brown,                      

our Village Manager. We received word that the                      

FY 2019 budget has been approved by the U S                           

Army Corps of Engineers, and the President has                   

authorized an additional $55 Million to be spent                    

on recreational harbors on the Great Lakes.                                          

Pentwater Channel was approved for .27 million                        

dollars ($270,000.00) for a complete channel dredge 

to project depth. This will most likely occur early 

spring of 2019. 

Brown said Pentwater has noise and parking                            

ordinances that apply to residents and renters alike.        

The noise ordinance is in effect between the hours                 

of 11 PM and 6 AM, and our police department can 

enforce it. As for parking, vehicles parked properly     

in the public right of way, or on the property in the 

control of the rental property owner, are in                                  

compliance. Cars that are double parked, hindering 

traffic, blocking sidewalks, on other peoples’ private 

property, or lon-ger than 72 hours in the same place, 

are in violation of the parking ordinance and our                     

police department can enforce action  

Pentwater Municipal Marina 

Pentwater is fortunate to have several marina                     

options available. The Municipal Marina has 45 

slips, roughly half of which are seasonal. Five                        

fishing charter boats operate out of the marina.                     

Visiting boaters can rent slips by the night for up to 

14 nights successively, and the cost is determined by 

the length of the boat. Like campers at Mears, boat-

ers who rent at the Municipal Marina love to be in                 

Pentwater and tend to come back year after year.  

Peter Ronneberg who has been working at the                      

marina for 14 years has gotten to know many of 

them.  He describes them as quiet and respectful. 

Visitors appreciate the 

large green space with     

picnic tables close to                     

the boats.  

The picture  shows the 

spacious grounds and the 

fish cleaning station at the 

Municipal Marina. 

Pentwater Visited by Senator Stabenow         

As part of her small busi-

ness tour across the state, 

U.S. Senator Debbie              

Stabenow stopped in the 

office of the Village of                      

Pentwater, Friday, July 6th, 

meeting Village President 

Jeff Hodges, Village Manag-

er Chris Brown and Village 

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 

Barb Siok. “In every corner 

of Michigan, from big cities 

to small towns, small businesses are the heart of our 

communities,” said Senator Stabenow, Pentwater is 

no exception.” (Pictured L-R: Hodges, Stabenow, Siok & Brown) 

Police Department 

June 28 was the first day of duty for our public ser-

vice officers, formerly known as police cadets.  Chief 

Hartrum is very happy to welcome back De Blas for 

his third year in this capacity. De Blas is a Hart High 

School graduate now in his second year at Ferris 

State University in the criminal justice program. The                    

first in his family to graduate high school and attend                  

college, De Blas has also worked with the Big Rapids 

City Police while attending Ferris.  This year’s class 

of public service officers includes three men and three 

women. Though operating out  of the downtown office, 

they will be stationed at 

the beach, downtown, at 

the Village Green, and at 

the marinas. (Standing:                  

(L) Officer Schultz,                                 

(R) Cadet De Blas, lead                    

the last day of training               

the public safety officers. 

Hartrum reported the Dive 

Rescue 1 class in May was very successful. Ten divers 

from five Michigan counties participated.                                       

Boater Safety Classes this summer are scheduled                          

for July 12 - 13 and August 2 - 3.  Contact Tim Simon 

at the Oceana County Sheriff Department to register.   
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 WATER SKIING 101        by AnnaMae Bush 

What better memories do any of us have than                  

sunny summer days spent at the lake?  It doesn’t 

matter where the lake was located.  We remember 

the fun we had with all the activities a lake affords: 

swimming, boating, fishing, tubing, sailing, 

kayaking, paddle boarding, building sand castles, 

para-sailing, skiing, wakeboarding, and whatever 

else a creative mind conceives.  Those of us living  

on or near the lake, with children and grandchil-

dren who spend time with us at the lake, are                          

eager for them to grow up with similar wonderful 

memories.  Tubing is the usually the first skill we 

introduce to young children.  Their squeals of                      

delight at skimming across the water provide one                        

of the happiest sounds of summer.   

But tubing loses some of its allure when the young-

er children watch the older youths and want to try       

a more challenging skill, like water skiing.  How                 

do we help young children graduate from tubing to      

water skiing?  There are actually a number of                        

intermediate steps to offer our youngsters.                              

Perhaps the first step is a spe-

cial tube with a raised seat that 

enables even a pre-school child 

to sit or stand while holding the 

handle of a rope secured on the 

front end of the tube.  The far 

end of the rope is not attached to 

the boat but has a second handle 

held by an adult sitting on the 

back of the boat.  The second step would be a single 

piece of wood that is U-shaped so 

the skis are inseparable.  This ski 

requires the child to stand all the 

time, again holding the handle of a 

rope secured to the front of the ski 

and held on the far end by an adult 

on the boat.   

The next challenge  would be trainer 

skis which  provide       several graduated 

steps to the goal of independent skis.  

Trainer skis can be fastened together 

with appropriate bars at both the 

front and the rear of the skis, allowing 

the child to focus on standing and bal-

ancing without the concern of holding 

the legs together.   

The tow rope has two handles, one for the skier and 

one for an adult at the back of the boat.  It is im-

portant to adjust the rope to the child’s height at 

the front of the crossbar so that the child can stand 

up straight and not lean backwards or too far for-

ward.  As the child gains in confidence and skill,             

s/he can ski without the rear crossbar, then without 

the front crossbar.  At this point the tow rope is un-

attached to the skis and the child learns to stand 

independently and adjust to the movement of the 

rope with the boat.  Eventual-

ly the tow rope is attached to 

the boat itself rather than be-

ing held by an adult on the 

boat.  The ad- vantage of an 

adult holding the rope handle 

is the ability it offers the adult 

to drop the rope at any time 

if the child has any problems or 

wants to stop immediately.  

The disadvantage may be the rare occasion when 

the child actually pulls the adult off the boat, as 

happened to my daughter’s chagrin when her son 

was learning to ski.  She took a swim and the rest 

of us got a hearty laugh. 

Learning to stand up 

from a crouched                  

position in the water 

may be the most difficult 

challenge.  Having a 

mentor in the water at 

the start- ing point can 

be very helpful.  We found it was possible to pull 

the training skis from the shoreline by hand in-

stead of behind the power boat, which dissipated 

some of the fear.  My grandchildren also gained 

courage by sharing wake board rides with their   

athletic uncle who managed to smoothly get up and 

stop with a child holding onto him. This may not be 

recommendable for all children, but it’s a thrill for 

those who are brave enough to try and have a                  

capable adult willing to help them. Training skis 

can be purchased at stores where water sport 

equipment is available or online. Wouldn’t it be 

great if Pentwater had a place where equipment 

could be purchased, turned in and traded for the 

next level of equipment our families needed? 
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Pentwater Green 

Schools Club 
 

 

Pentwater Green Schools Club 

By:  Erika Fatura  

 

  Recycling is one of the main pillars of the Michigan Green Schools program.   
 

  Pentwater Schools recycles the following materials:  

 

Office paper                                                           

Plastic 

Metal cans 

Printer cartridges 

Newspapers 

Cell phones 

Cardboard 

Glass 

Aluminum cans 

Tablets 

Batteries 

Markers 

Fluorescent light bulbs 

   

  Most of the materials are recycled through the Muskegon 

County Recycling Program. The money earned from                 

Ecophones goes into purchasing supplies for the Green 

Schools Club. We added a “pop can recycling bin” in the 

student hallway to make recycling cans more accessible 

and it has been incredibly successful. The money earned 

from the cans is also used by the Green Schools Club to 

purchase supplies. We have recently started using a mark-

er recycling program through Crayola called “ColorCycle”.  

 

We have a collection bin for all used markers that gets boxed                              

up and shipped back so the markers can be repurposed.  We  

also recycle our fluorescent light bulbs to keep mercury from 

going into the landfills.  Lastly, last year we started recycling  

alkaline batteries through Veolia.  For more information 

about the Michigan Green Schools Program visit 

http://www.michigangreenschools.us/.   

 

 

http://www.michigangreenschools.us/
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   PLA Officers:             

   President: Lynne Cavazos            

   Vice-President: Joe Primozich  

   Secretary: AnnaMae Bush            

   Treasurer: George Richey     
 

 

  PLA Board of Directors: 

  Betty Pleva   

  Patrick Hooyman 

  Mac McCaleb 

  Mike Peters  

  OPEN 
 

 PLA Committees: 

  Membership: Mac McCaleb                                                                   

  Newsletter Editor: Barb Siok             

  Natural Resources: Joe Primozich   

  Publicity: Pat Hooyman  

  Social: Lynne Cavazos                                                                                                                              

  Water Quality: Mike Peters  

  Website: George Richey        
 

 

   Pentwater Village (231-869-8301)  
  

       Village Council President: Jeff Hodges 

 

   Trustees: Michelle Angell-Powell, Don Palmer,  

   Peter Dunlap, Jared Griffis, Dan Nugent,  

   and Pam Burdick. 

 

   Village Manager: Chris Brown 

   Clerk/Treasurer: Rande Listerman  

        Deputy Clerk/Treasurer: Barb Siok                                                   

   Deputy Clerk/Treasurer: Kate Anderson 

 

   Pentwater Township (231-869-6231)  
  

      Township Supervisor: Chuck Smith 

   Clerk: Sue Ann Johnson 

   Treasurer: Jan Siska 

   Trustees: Mike Flynn and Pat Ruggles 

 

   Pentwater Police (231-869-4630)  

   Chief: Laude Hartrum 

 

   Pentwater Fire  (231-869-5987)   

   Chief: Paul Smith    

    

   Oceana County Marine Deputy: Tim Simon 

 

PENTWATER LAKE ASSOCIATION 

“For the love of the Lake”                                                   

                       P.O. Box 825     

                                                                Pentwater, Michigan 49449 

Membership Application                       Date__________                                Membership Application              

                                       ______ Renewal                                                                                                _______ New Member            

   Applicant Name: ________________________________  Spouse: _________________________________ 

   Local Address: Street____________________________________ City______________ State_____   Zip__________ 

   Mailing Address Street__________________________________ City______________  State_____   Zip__________   

   Phone # (s):      Local or Home  __________________________                Cell:  ________________________________ 

   Email Address: __________________________________________________________ 

   Email Newsletter (In Color) ________ or   Mail Hard Copy Newsletter via P.O. (Black & White) ______   

   Dues:  Yearly Family Membership (one vote), from July 1 through June 30 . . .  . . . . . . . . .     $ 30.00 

              Subscription to Michigan Riparian Magazine, published quarterly (optional) $12.00.   $ ____.__ 

         Total (Make check payable to:  Pentwater Lake Association, Inc.). . . . . . . . . . .       $ ____.__   
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Permission is granted to reprint material in this newsletter. 

Please give written credit to the “Pentwater Lake Association Newsletter.” 

   

 Published & Distributed by 

   Pentwater Lake Association 

P.O. Box 825 

Pentwater, MI 49449-0825 

First Day of Summer 6/21/18 

Photo by Barb Siok 


